68D-23.108 Specifications for Markers.

(1) A marker placed in, on or over the waters of the state or shores thereof may be displayed as a buoy bearing letters, numbers or a symbol on its surface, or as a sign mounted on a buoy, piling or other structure, or as a sign on the shore.

(2) Buoyed signs and markers must extend not less than 36 inches above the surface of the water. A sign suspended above the water must have a minimum of 25 feet clearance from the mean high water mark to the bottom of the sign.

(3) A buoy whose sole purpose is to carry a sign above it shall be marked with three horizontal bands of international orange alternating with two horizontal bands of white, each band placed completely around the circumference of the buoy and occupying approximately one‑fifth of the total area of the buoy’s surface above the waterline. All markers shall be made of materials which will retain, despite exposure to weather and other elements, their color, shape, legibility and position.

(4) All letters on green or black backgrounds shall be white. All letters and numerals on red or white backgrounds shall be black, except that white retroreflective letters and numerals may be used on a red background. All letters and numerals shall be of block characters of good proportion, spaced in a manner which will provide maximum legibility and of a size proportionate to the size of the marker.

(5) Retroreflective materials shall be used for all displays on markers that are required to be international orange. Retroreflective materials may be used for any other portion of a marker.
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