1A-39.004 Grant Programs.
Grant funds for historic preservation activities are awarded through two grant programs, the Small Matching Grant program and the Special Category Grant program, each with distinct program requirements and separate annual application cycles.

(1) Small Matching Grant Program. The purpose of this program is to provide funding to assist local, regional and state-wide efforts to preserve significant historic structures and archaeological sites, and promote knowledge and appreciation of the history of Florida. This program does not fund operational support for historic preservation organizations.

(a) Small Matching Grant project categories include:

1. Acquisition & Development projects:

a. Acquisition of historic properties or archaeological sites;

b. Development activities including: restoration, rehabilitation, preservation and reconstruction, and site-specific planning for these activities; and recordation of historic and archaeological properties threatened with damage or destruction;

2. Protection & Education projects:

a. Community Education projects aimed at increasing public understanding and awareness of the importance of historic and archaeological resources and their preservation, in general and for specific sites and properties;

b. Survey & Planning projects, which identify and evaluate cultural resources and which contribute to processes and programs to protect those resources; and preparation of long-range historic preservation and management plans for historic and archaeological properties;

c. Main Street projects include those providing technical support to the statewide Florida Main Street Program and a one-time start-up grant to newly designated Florida Main Street communities pursuant to Chapter 1A-36, F.A.C.;

d. Marker projects assist with the acquisition of state markers for which texts have been approved by the State Historic Marker Council; 

e. Preparation of National Register nomination proposals for individual historic properties or archaeological sites, historic or archaeological districts, or thematic or multiple resource groups;

f. Statewide Special Projects, which address one or more statewide historic preservation needs identified by the Division. Applications for these projects are solicited by the Division within the regular grant cycle announcement; and 

g. Florida Certified Local Governments (CLGs) (see subsection 1A-39.002(6), F.A.C.) are eligible to compete for a minimum of 10% of the annual federal Historic Preservation Fund apportionment received by the Division from the National Park Service. These CLG grants are awarded for Community Education, Survey & Planning, Marker and National Register nomination projects.

(b) Award Amount and Match Requirements. Except for projects providing technical support to the statewide Florida Main Street Program and Statewide Special Projects, the maximum award amount for the Small Matching Grant program is $50,000. All Small Matching Grant awards require an equal match unless exempted as follows:

1. Match requirements shall be waived by the Division for projects providing technical support to the statewide Florida Main Street Program and for Statewide Special Projects.

2. Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) Communities – For Small Matching Grants, the match requirement will be waived for applications for projects within communities designated as REDI qualified in accordance with Sections 288.0656 and 288.06561, F.S. Exceptions to this waiver allowance are funding requests for acquisition of historic properties or purchase of historic markers, both of which must meet the full match requirement. The community in which the project site is located must be a designated REDI community at the time of application. A list of REDI qualified counties and municipal governments is available from the Governor’s Office of Tourism Trade and Economic Development.

(c) An applicant from the same organization shall submit no more than one (1) application under a single application deadline in any Small Matching Grant category. State, county or city governments, or universities may submit single applications from more than one division or department during any grant cycle provided that those divisions or departments are separate and distinct budgetary units and providing that applications do not address the same facility, project or site.

(2) Special Category Grant Program. The purpose of this program is to provide funding to assist major local, regional and state-wide efforts to preserve significant historic structures and archaeological sites, to assist major archaeological excavations, and assist in the development and fabrication of major museum exhibits that will promote knowledge and appreciation of the history of Florida. For the purpose of this program, the term “major” means projects with grant funding needs in excess of $50,000. This program does not fund operational support for historic preservation organizations.

(a) Special Category Grant project categories include:

1. Acquisition of historic properties or archaeological sites;

2. Development activities, including: restoration, rehabilitation, preservation, and reconstruction, and site-specific planning required for these activities;

3. Archaeological excavation projects, including: research, field investigation, testing, analysis and publication of findings; and 

4. Museum exhibit projects for Florida history museums, including: research, exhibit design, fabrication and installation.

(b) Award Amount and Match Requirements.

1. The applicant shall request no more than $350,000 in a single application. The minimum grant request amount for the Special Category Grant Program is $50,000. 

2. The match requirement for the Special Category Grant Program shall be the greater of $50,000 or 50% of the requested grant amount unless as reduced in subparagraph 3. below.

3. Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) Communities. For Special Category Grants, the match requirement shall be reduced to 10% of the requested grant amount for projects within rural communities designated as REDI qualified in accordance with Sections 288.0656 and 288.06561, F.S. The community in which the project site is located must be a REDI community at the time of application. A list of REDI qualified counties and municipal governments is available from the Governor’s Office of Tourism Trade and Economic Development.

(c) An applicant from the same organization shall submit no more than one (1) Special Category Historic Preservation Grant Application under a single application deadline. State, county or city governments, or universities may submit single applications from more than one division or department during any grant cycle provided that those divisions or departments are separate and distinct budgetary units and providing that applications do not address the same facility, project or site.

(d) Grantees may have no more than one (1) previously awarded Special Category Grant open at the time of application. Applications from applicants with more than one open Special Category Grant shall be declared ineligible by staff and such applications shall be returned to the applicant with a written explanation.
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