25-4.110 Customer Billing for Local Exchange Telecommunications Companies.

(1) Each company shall issue bills monthly or may offer customers a choice of billing intervals that includes a monthly billing interval.

(2) If each recurring charge due and payable is not itemized, each bill shall contain the following statement: “Further written itemization of local billing available upon request.” In addition, the billing party will provide a plain language explanation to any customer who contacts the billing party.

(3) Each LEC shall provide an itemized bill for local service:

(a) With the first bill rendered after local exchange service to a customer is initiated or changed; and

(b) To every customer at least once each twelve months.

(4) The annual itemized bill shall be accompanied by a bill insert or bill message which explains the itemization and advises the customer to verify the items and charges on the itemized bill. An itemized bill shall include, but not be limited to the following information, separately stated:

(a) Number and types of access lines;

(b) Charges for access to the system, by type of line;

(c) Charges for each custom calling features or package;

(d) Unlisted number charges;

(e) Local directory assistance charges;

(f) Other tariff charges; and

(g) Other nontariffed, regulated charges contained in the bill.

(5) All bills rendered by a local exchange company shall clearly state the following items:

(a) Any discount or penalty. The originating party is responsible for informing the billing party of all such penalties or discounts to appear on the bill, in a form usable by the billing party;

(b) Past due balance;

(c) Amounts or items for which nonpayment will result in disconnection of the customer’s basic local service, including a statement of the consequences of nonpayment;

(d) Long-distance monthly or minimum charges, if included in the bill;

(e) Long-distance usage charges, if included in the bill;

(f) Usage-based local charges, if included in the bill;

(g) Telecommunications Access System Surcharge, per subsection 25-4.160(3), F.A.C.;

(h) “911” fee per Section 365.171(13), F.S.; and

(i) Delinquent date.

(6) Each company shall make appropriate adjustments or refunds where the subscriber’s service is interrupted by other than the subscriber’s negligent or willful act, and remains out of order in excess of 24 hours after the subscriber notifies the company of the interruption. The refund to the subscriber shall be the pro rata part of the month’s charge for the period of days and that portion of the service and facilities rendered useless or inoperative; except that the refund shall not be applicable for the time that the company stands ready to repair the service and the subscriber does not provide access to the company for such restoration work. The refund may be accomplished by a credit on a subsequent bill for telephone service.

(7) Bills shall not be considered delinquent prior to the expiration of 15 days from the date of mailing or delivery by the company. 

(8) Each telephone company shall include a bill insert or bill message advising each subscriber of the directory closing date and the subscriber’s opportunity to correct any error or make changes as the subscriber deems necessary in advance of the closing date. It shall also state that at no additional charge and upon the request of any residential subscriber, the exchange company shall list an additional first name or initial under the same address, telephone number, and surname of the subscriber. The notice shall be included in the billing cycle closest to 60 days preceding the directory closing date.

(9) Annually, each telephone company shall include a bill insert or bill message advising each residential subscriber of the option to have the subscriber’s name placed on the “No Sales Solicitation” list maintained by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Consumer Services, and the 800 number to contact to receive more information.

(10) Where any undercharge in billing of a customer is the result of a company mistake, the company may not backbill in excess of 12 months. 

(11) Each LEC shall apply partial payment of an end user/customer bill first towards satisfying any unpaid regulated charges. The remaining portion of the payment, if any, shall be applied to nonregulated charges.

(12) The LEC or IXC will adjust the first bill containing Pay Per Call charges upon the end user’s/customer’s stated lack of knowledge that Pay Per Call service (900 and 976) has a charge. A second adjustment will be made if necessary to reflect calls billed in the following month which were placed prior to the Pay Per Call service inquiry. At the time the charge is removed, the end user/customer shall be notified of the availability of free blocking of Pay Per Call service (900 and 976).

(13) Companies that bill for local service must provide notification with the customer’s first bill or via letter, and annually thereafter that a PC-Freeze is available at no charge. Existing customers must be notified annually that a PC-Freeze is available at no charge. Notification shall conform to the requirements of Rule 25-4.083, F.A.C.

(14) If a customer notifies a billing party that they did not order an item appearing on their bill or that they were not provided a service appearing on their bill, the billing party shall promptly provide the customer a credit for the item and remove the item from the customer’s bill, with the exception of the following:

(a) Charges that originate from:

1. Billing party or its affiliates;

2. A governmental agency;

3. A customer’s presubscribed intraLATA or interLATA interexchange carrier; and

(b) Charges associated with the following types of calls:

1. Collect calls;

2. Third party calls; 

3. Customer dialed calls for; and

4. Calls using a 10-10-xxx calling pattern.

(15)(a) Upon request from any customer, a billing party must restrict charges in its bills to only:

1. Those charges that originate from the following:

a. Billing party or its affiliates;

b. A governmental agency;

c. A customer’s presubscribed intraLATA or interLATA interexchange carrier; and

2. Those charges associated with the following types of calls:

a. Collect calls;

b. Third party calls; 

c. Customer dialed calls; and

d. Calls using a 10-10-xxx calling pattern.

(b) Customers must be notified of this right by billing parties annually and at each time a customer notifies a billing party that the customer’s bill contained charges for products or services that the customer did not order or that were not provided to the customer.

(c) Small local exchange telecommunications companies as defined in Section 364.052(1), F.S., are exempted from this subsection.

(16) In addition to the requirements listed in subsections (1) through (15) above, a local provider shall meet the requirements as prescribed by the Federal Communications Commission in Title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 64, Sections 64.2400 and 64.2401, Truth-in-Billing Requirements for Common Carriers, revised as of October 1, 2007, which are incorporated into this rule by reference.
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