14-61.0015 Prohibitions on the Turnpike System.

(1) Hitchhiking – Loitering. The solicitation of a ride, commonly known as “hitchhiking,” on any portion of the Turnpike System, including toll plazas, is strictly prohibited. Loitering in or about the toll plazas, bridges, overpasses, underpasses, or any other structure, or any other portion of the Turnpike System, is prohibited.

(2) Soliciting or Carrying on Commercial Activity. No person shall:

(a) Engage in any commercial activity on the Turnpike System without the written permission of, or unless under contract with, the Department or Turnpike Enterprise. Nor shall any person solicit business or funds for any purpose on the Turnpike System without written permission granted by the Department or Turnpike Enterprise. No person shall at any time or in any manner electioneer on any part of the Turnpike System for or against any party ticket or any candidate for nomination, or officer on any party ticket, or for or against any proposition of any kind or nature to be voted upon at any election.

(b) Post, distribute, or display signs, advertisements, circulars, printed or written matter on the Turnpike System without written permission from, or written contract with, the Department or Turnpike Enterprise.

(c) Throw, cast, fling, heave, hurl, toss, shoot or discharge any pellet, rock, stone, bomb, gun, firearm or any other article, or item over, across, under or along any road, bridge, overpass, underpass, or any other structure of the Turnpike System.

(d) No person shall disturb, tamper with or attempt to destroy, injure or deface, damage, mutilate, or remove any sign, delineator, structure, building, fence, trees, flowers, shrubs, or any other property or equipment of the Turnpike System, or any of its concessionaires.

(e) Fail, neglect or refuse to comply with the collectors at toll booths and such other officials as may be employed by the Turnpike system for such purposes.

(3) Alcoholic Beverages. The consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on the Turnpike System.

(4) Weapons. Brandishing of weapons by any person is prohibited on the Turnpike System.

(5) Operation of Vehicles. Except for those provisions which are inconsistent with or modified by these rules, the provisions of State Uniform Traffic Control, Chapter 316, F.S., shall apply on the Turnpike System.

(6) Speed Limits. All vehicles shall comply with the posted speed limit. No vehicles shall be operated on the Turnpike System less than 50 miles per hour, except where a lesser speed is posted, or when necessary to do so under the conditions of the road, inclement weather, or with regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing upon the Turnpike System.

(7) Use of Median Strip. No person shall operate a vehicle on the median strip. Driving a vehicle on the median strip is prohibited.

(a) Exceptions. Prohibition on use of the median strip shall not apply to Turnpike construction vehicles, Florida Highway Patrol, Turnpike Maintenance or official Department vehicles, or to their emergency service vehicles; nor to fire vehicles or ambulances, when operated in the performance of their official duties, provided that the operator thereof uses caution so as not to interfere with or endanger traffic.

(b) Prohibition on use of the median strip shall not apply to other emergency-service vehicles, if the crossing or use of the median strip is necessary for the purpose of towing, repairing or otherwise servicing a disabled vehicle provided that such crossing of the median strip shall be made only under the supervision and with the consent of the Florida Highway Patrol or an employee, agent, or contractor of the Department. Such crossing or use on the Turnpike System shall be further restricted to emergency service vehicles, not operated by garages under contract with the Department, coming to the assistance of a disabled trucking or bus company vehicle, provided that such emergency service vehicle is owned and operated by, or under contract with, the subject company whose vehicle is disabled. Disabled vehicles in tow by any emergency service vehicles operating under these conditions shall be allowed to cross or use the median strip.

(c) Upon the recommendation of the Florida Highway Patrol the Department will authorize parking in the median strip. Parking shall, however, be permitted only if such parking will not interfere with maintenance operations. Such parking in the median strip shall be authorized only if considered by the Florida Highway Patrol to not be dangerous or impractical.

(8) No U Turns. The making of a U turn at any point on the Turnpike System is prohibited unless authorized by the Florida Highway Patrol or the Department. Excepted from the provisions of this paragraph are such authorized vehicles as described under subsection 14-61.015(7), F.A.C., above, and then only under such conditions as are described therein.

(9) Overtaking a Vehicle. The provisions of the Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law shall be applicable to the overtaking and passing of vehicles on the Turnpike System except in areas posted to the contrary.

(10) Parking, Stopping or Standing of Vehicles on Traffic, Deceleration or Acceleration Lanes. No vehicle on the Turnpike System shall be parked, stopped, or allowed to stand on the traffic lanes, acceleration lanes, deceleration lanes, bridges, structures, access ramps, or on shoulders in front of service areas between the traffic lane and the service area, or at any other place where posted to the contrary. Parking, standing, or stopping on the shoulders of the Turnpike System shall be permitted only in an emergency, or when authorized by the Department, or as directed by the Florida Highway Patrol, and then only on the shoulder to the right of the traffic lane facing in the direction of travel and only on condition that all wheels and projecting parts of the vehicle and load shall be completely clear of the travel lanes. In the event that it is necessary for the operator of a truck or tractor-trailer to leave a vehicle on the Turnpike System unattended and it is impossible or impractical to have such vehicle towed off the Turnpike System, the operator shall obtain a parking permit from the Florida Highway Patrol before leaving the Turnpike System. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to vehicles owned by the Department.

(11) Impounding of Vehicles. Vehicles illegally parked or abandoned on the Turnpike System may be towed off the Turnpike System and impounded. Such vehicles may not be removed from the storage compound until after the payment of towing, storage and other charges.

(12) Penalty. The penalty provisions of the laws of the State of Florida, and Section 316.655, F.S., where applicable, shall apply to any person violating any of the above rules and regulations.
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