64J-2.013 Extension of Application Period.

(1) Any hospital may request that the department grant up to 18 months additional time to complete its application to become a trauma center if the hospital determines prior to submitting an application that the hospital cannot meet all of the standards of critical elements as provided in paragraph 64J-2.012(1)(d), F.A.C. The standards of critical elements provided in paragraph 64J-2.012(1)(d), F.A.C., are the only standards for which an extension shall be considered. The request for extension must also comply with the requirements provided in this section.

(2) To be considered for an extension, a hospital must submit an application in accordance with the requirements in Rule 64J-2.012, F.A.C., together with a request for extension. The request for extension must contain the following:

(a) The specific date the hospital desires to have the department begin the provisional review of the hospital’s application;

(b) A reference to each standard, or specific part of a standard, in DHP 150-9, January 2008, Trauma Center Standards, which is incorporated by reference in Rule 64J-2.011, F.A.C., and available from the department, as defined by subsection 64J-2.001(4), F.A.C., that the hospital is unable to meet;

(c) For each standard, or specific part of a standard, that the hospital is unable to meet, a detailed and separate explanation as to why the standard, or specific part of a standard, cannot be met; and

(d) An action plan that describes the major activities planned to meet each standard, or specific part of a standard, and the completion date for each activity.

(3) The department shall, by April 15, conduct a review of the hospital’s extension request for completeness and to determine any deficiencies.

(4) No later than April 15, hospitals with extension requests found to be incomplete or deficient will be notified in writing of the deficiencies or incomplete sections, and shall be given the opportunity to submit additional clarifying or corrective information.

(5) The hospital shall submit the requested information to the department no later than 5 working days after receipt of the department’s notification. Failure to provide the requested information or failure to address the deficiencies or incomplete information identified by the department shall result in the denial of the hospital’s extension request.

(6) The department shall notify the hospital on or before May 1 of the approval or denial of the hospital’s extension request. If the extension is granted, the department shall provide written notification to the hospital of the beginning and ending dates of the extension.

(7) The department shall make a final determination on whether to approve or deny a hospital’s extension request only after the provisional review of all other trauma center applications in the hospital’s TSA are completed, and it has been determined that the number of trauma centers and Provisional trauma centers, in the hospital’s TSA is less than the allocated number of positions available for that TSA.

(8) If the hospital’s request for extension is denied, the hospital may, within 30 days of receipt of the notification of denial, request a hearing to contest the decision of the department, in accordance with Chapter 120.57, F.S.

(9) The hospital may modify any date for completion of a major activity in the department-approved action plan discussed in paragraph (d) of this rule without prior department approval. When any date for completion of a major activity is modified by the hospital, the hospital must provide an updated action plan to the department. The hospital must complete all major activities within the extension period granted by the department. The department will not begin the provisional review of the hospital’s application for approval as a trauma center at the end of the extension period, or earlier at the request of the hospital, unless the hospital can substantiate completion of all major activities in the action plan. The department may conduct a site visit to determine the hospital’s compliance with the approved action plan.

(10) The department shall begin a provisional review of the hospital’s trauma center application on the date the hospital specified in the extension request, as approved by the department. The hospital may request that the department begin the provisional review earlier than the date specified in the extension request if the hospital completes all action steps before the expiration of the approved extension period. The department’s provisional review of the hospital’s application shall be conducted in accordance with the timeframes for processing the application provided in Rule 64J-2.012, F.A.C., but will not coincide with the dates provided in that section.

(11) The hospital shall ensure that the trauma center’s application provided at the time the hospital submitted the extension request is current on the date the department begins the provisional review.

(12) A hospital receiving an extension greater than 12 months shall have its extension terminated if the number of trauma centers or provisional trauma centers in the hospital’s TSA equals the number of available positions allocated to the TSA, resulting in the denial of its application and the department will inform the applicant of its right to a Section 120.57, F.S., hearing regarding this denial.

(13) The department shall complete an in-depth review of the application of each hospital that received an extension and became a Provisional trauma center within 90 days of the hospital receiving provisional status according to the following schedule:

(a) The department shall review the application and inform the Provisional trauma center of any omissions, deficiencies, or problems within 30 days of the date the department begins the in-depth review;

(b) The Provisional trauma center may provide additional information in response to the department’s notice of omissions, deficiencies, or problems within 30 days of receipt of the department’s notification. If the Provisional trauma center does not provide additional information within 30 days, the department shall inform the Provisional trauma center of any omissions, deficiencies, or problems that were not corrected at the conclusion of the in-depth review.

(c) If the Provisional trauma center submits additional information, the department shall review the additional information and inform the Provisional trauma center of any remaining omissions, deficiencies, or problems that were not corrected at the conclusion of the in-depth review.

(14) A hospital approved by the department as a Provisional trauma center following an approved extension period, shall receive a site visit during the next scheduled site visit phase. The hospital shall operate as a Provisional trauma center no less than 6 consecutive months prior to the site visit.
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