68B-44.005 Commercial Harvest of Sharks: Federal Permit Required.

(1) No person shall harvest sharks in or from the waters of the state for commercial purposes or sell any shark harvested from such waters unless such person is in possession of a valid federal annual vessel permit for sharks issued pursuant to 50 C.F.R. §635.4 or written authorization of such harvest or sale from the Regional Director of the National Marine Fisheries Service pursuant to 50 C.F.R. §635.32.

(2) A harvester required to hold the federal annual vessel permit for sharks pursuant to subsection (1), may only sell to a holder of a valid federal Atlantic shark dealer permit pursuant to 50 C.F.R. §635.4. 

(3) No wholesale dealer, as defined in Section 379.362(1), F.S., shall purchase sharks, or any part thereof, unless such dealer is in possession of a valid federal Atlantic shark dealer permit. No wholesale dealer shall purchase sharks, or any part thereof without confirming that the seller possesses a valid Florida saltwater products license and the federal licenses and permits specified in subsection (1). This subsection applies only when a shark, or any part thereof is sold, exchanged, bartered, distributed, or landed for the first time.
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