65G-4.0027 Tier One Waiver.

(1) The Tier One Waiver is limited to clients that the Agency has determined meet at least one of the following criteria:

(a) The client’s needs for medical or adaptive services are intense and cannot be met in Tiers Two, Three, and Four and are essential for avoiding institutionalization, or

(b) The client possesses behavioral problems that are exceptional in intensity, duration, or frequency with resulting service needs that cannot be met in Tiers Two, Three, and Four, and the client presents a substantial risk of harm to themselves or others.

(2) Tier One shall include, but is not limited to clients who are authorized by the Agency to receive the following services which are defined in the DD Handbook:

(a) 180 hours or more of intensive Personal Care Assistance per month;

(b) Supported Living Coaching and In-home Supports, in combination with any of the following additional services: Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Respiratory Therapy or Behavior Analysis;

(c) Behavior analysis and Behavior Assistant services of sixty or more hours per month, if living in the family home; or

(d) Four or more hours per day of continuous Nursing Services.

(3) Clients living in a licensed residential facility receiving any of the following services, defined in Rule 59G-13.084, F.A.C., shall be assigned to the Tier One Waiver:

(a) Intensive Behavioral Residential Habilitation services;

(b) Behavior Focus Residential Habilitation services at the moderate or above level of support; or

(c) Standard Residential Habilitation at the extensive 1, or higher, level of support; or

(d) Special Medical Home Care, as defined in the DD Handbook.

(4) Clients who meet the criteria in subsection (1), and their needs cannot be met in Tier Two, Tier Three or Tier Four, shall be assigned to the Tier One Waiver. The following services as defined in the DD Handbook, if approved through the Agency’s prior authorization process, will be used as the primary basis for making an assignment or determining whether a tier change to Tier One is required:

(a) Personal Care Assistance;

(b) Behavior Analysis;

(c) Behavior Assistant Services;

(d) Supported Living Coaching;

(e) In-home Supports;

(f) Skilled, Residential or Private Duty Nursing Services;

(g) Intensive Behavioral Residential Habilitation Services;

(h) Behavior Focus Residential Habilitation Services at the moderate or above level of support;

(i) Behavior Focus Residential Habilitation Services at the minimal level of support;

(j) Standard Residential Habilitation at the extensive 1, or higher, level of support;

(k) Standard Residential Habilitation at the moderate level of support;

(l) Special Medical Home Care;

(m) Occupational Therapy;

(n) Physical Therapy;

(o) Respiratory Therapy;

(p) Specialized Mental Health Services; or

(q) Adult Day Training at the 1:1 ratio.

(5) Needs for services described in subsections (2), (3) and (4) that can be met through the Tier Two, Tier Three, or Tier Four Waivers are not “services” or “service needs” that support assignment to the Tier One Waiver.
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