65C-35.004 Caregiver Involvement.

(1) The child’s caregiver must make every effort to attend medical appointments and obtain the information about medications, possible side effects, and other information as listed in subsection (2) of this section. Caregivers do not have the authority to provide express and informed consent for psychotropic medication. However, nothing in this rule prohibits caregivers from expressing their concerns regarding prescribing psychotropic medication to children.

(2) If the caregiver is unable to attend, the child’s appointment should be rescheduled to allow attendance. If the appointment cannot be rescheduled, the dependency case manager or child protective investigator shall attend the appointment and convey the information to the caregiver. The information to be conveyed shall include:

(a) A copy of the Medical Report;

(b) The method of administering the medication;

(c) An explanation of the nature and purpose of the treatment;

(d) The recognized side effects, risks and contraindications of the medication;

(e) Drug-interaction precautions;

(f) Possible side effects of stopping the medication; 

(g) Alternative treatment options;

(h) How treatment will be monitored; and 

(i) The physician’s plan to reduce and/or eliminate ongoing administration of the medication.

(3) The caregiver shall monitor the child, and report to the prescribing physician and the dependency case manager any behavior or other incident that could indicate an adverse side effect.
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