65C-35.010 Emergency Administration of Psychotropic Medication.

(1) Psychotropic medications may be administered in advance of a court order or parental authorization under two circumstances, as described in Section 39.407(3)(e), F.S.:

(a) If the prescribing physician certifies that delay in providing the prescribed psychotropic medication would more likely than not cause significant harm to the child. This certification shall be in writing on the Medical Report form.
(b) If the child is in a hospital, Crisis Stabilization Unit (CSU) or Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center.

(2) The dependency case manager or child protective investigator must assist the prescribing physician in obtaining express and informed consent and must take steps as required in subsection 65C-35.003(4), F.A.C., to include the parent or legal guardian in the child’s consultation with the prescribing physician. 

(3) If express and informed consent has not been obtained, the dependency case manager or child protective investigator must obtain a completed copy of the Medical Report that is signed by a treating physician and provide it to Children’s Legal Services in time for a motion to be filed by Children’s Legal Services within three (3) business days of beginning the medication, as required in Section 39.407(3)(e)1., F.S. This report shall also be provided to the child’s Guardian Ad Litem, the child’s lawyer and all other parties. 

(a) Children’s Legal Services shall submit a motion to the court within three (3) business days of the initiation of the medication, and shall schedule the motion to be heard at the next regularly scheduled court hearing, or within 30 calendar days after the date of the prescription, whichever occurs sooner. All parties shall be notified within three (3) business days. 

(b) If any party objects to the motion the court shall hold a hearing within seven (7) calendar days.

(c) Medication information will be entered into FSFN within three (3) business days of beginning the medication. 
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