12D-9.017 Ex Parte Communication Prohibition.

(1)(a) No participant, including the petitioner, the property appraiser, the board clerk, the special magistrate, a member of a value adjustment board, or other person directly or indirectly interested in the proceeding, nor anyone authorized to act on behalf of any party shall communicate with a member of the board or the special magistrate regarding the issues in the case without the other party being present or without providing a copy of any written communication to the other party.

(b) This rule shall not prohibit internal communications among the board clerk, board, special magistrates, and board legal counsel, regarding internal operations of the board and other administrative matters. The special magistrate is specifically authorized to communicate with the board’s legal counsel or board clerk on legal matters or other issues regarding a petition.

(2) Any attempt by the property appraiser, tax collector, taxpayer or taxpayer’s agent to provide information or discuss issues regarding a petition without the presence of the opposing party before or after the hearing, with a member of the board or the special magistrate shall be immediately placed on the record by the board member or special magistrate.

(3) The ex parte communication shall not be considered by the board or the special magistrate unless all parties have been notified about the ex parte communication, and no party objects, and all parties have an opportunity during the hearing to cross-examine, object, or otherwise address the communication.
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