12D-9.018 Representation of the Taxpayer.

(1) A taxpayer has the right, at the taxpayer’s own expense, to be represented by an attorney or by an agent.

(2) The individual, agent, or legal entity that signs the petition becomes the agent of the taxpayer for the purpose of serving process to obtain jurisdiction over the taxpayer for the entire value adjustment board proceedings, including any appeals of a board decision by the property appraiser or tax collector.

(3) The agent need not be a licensed individual or person with specific qualifications and may be any person, including a family member, authorized by the taxpayer to represent them before the value adjustment board.

(4) A petition filed by an unlicensed agent must also be signed by the taxpayer or accompanied by a written authorization from the taxpayer.

(5) As used in this rule chapter, the term “licensed” refers to holding a license or certification under Chapter 475, Part I or Part II, F.S., being a Florida certified public accountant under Chapter 473, F.S., or membership in the Florida Bar.

(6) When duplicate petitions are filed on the same property, the board clerk shall contact the owner and all petitioners to resolve the issue.

(7) The board clerk may require the use of an agent number to facilitate scheduling of hearings as long as such use is not inconsistent with this rule.
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