12A-1.085 Exemption for Qualified Production Companies.

(1) For purposes of this rule, a “qualified production company” means any company engaged in this state in the production of motion pictures, made-for-TV motion pictures, television series, commercial advertising, music videos, or sound recordings that has been approved by the Office of Film and Entertainment and has obtained a Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company from the Department.

(2)(a) Any production company conducting motion picture, television or sound recording business in this state desiring to obtain a Certificate of Exemption from the Department must:

1. Complete the Entertainment Industry Tax Exemption Application at www.filminflorida.com; and

2. Provide documentation sufficient to substantiate the applicant’s claim for qualification as a production company pursuant to Section 288.1258, F.S.

(b)1. The Department will issue a single Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company for a period of 90 consecutive days to a qualified production company, as provided in Section 288.1258(3)(b), F.S. The certificate will expire 90 days after the effective date indicated on the certificate.

2. The Department will issue a Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company for a period of 12 consecutive months to a qualified production company that has operated a business in Florida at a permanent address for a period of 12 consecutive months, as provided in Section 288.1258(3)(a), F.S.

(c) Qualified production companies that hold a Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company issued for a period of 90 consecutive days may request an extension of their certificates. Qualified production companies that hold a Certificate of Exemption issued for 12 consecutive months may renew their certificates annually for up to five years. To request an extension or a renewal of a certificate, qualified production companies must complete the Entertainment Industry Tax Exemption Application at www.filminflorida.com. Upon approval by the Office of Film and Entertainment, an extension to the 90-day certificate or a renewal of the 12-month certificate will be issued by the Department.

(3)(a) A qualified production company that holds a valid Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company may issue a copy of its certificate to the selling dealer or lessor to:

1. Lease, rent, or hold a license in real property used as an integral part of the performance of qualified production services, as provided in Section 212.031(1)(a)9., F.S., tax exempt;

2. Purchase or lease motion picture or video equipment and sound recording equipment, as provided in Section 212.08(5)(f), F.S., tax exempt; or

3. Purchase or lease master tapes, master records, master films, or master video tapes, as provided in Section 212.08(12), F.S., tax exempt.

(b) The selling dealer or lessor is only required to obtain one copy of the qualified production company’s Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company to make tax exempt sales, as indicated on the certificate, to the company during the effective period indicated on the certificate. A selling dealer or lessor who accepts in good faith the required certificate will not be held liable for any tax due on sales made to a qualified production company during the effective period indicated on the certificate. The selling dealer or lessor must maintain the required exemption certificates in its books and records until tax imposed by Chapter 212, F.S., may no longer be determined and assessed under Section 95.091(3), F.S.

(4) A qualified production company that holds a valid Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company is not required to pay use tax on fabrication labor associated with the production of a qualified motion picture, as provided in Section 212.06(1)(b), F.S.

(5) Upon expiration of a Certificate of Exemption for Entertainment Industry Qualified Production Company, all certificate holders are required to return their expired certificates to the Department. All certificate holders that cease to do business are required to return their certificates to the Department. Certificates are to be returned to:

Florida Department of Revenue

Account Management

P. O. Box 6480

Tallahassee, Florida 32314-6480.
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