68B-27.018 Statewide Harvesting Restrictions.

(1) Transport and sale of oysters taken intentionally or as bycatch from public oyster reefs using trawling devices or any device towed or operated from a vessel under power or sail shall be prohibited. Oysters taken as bycatch in this manner shall be returned as soon and as reasonably close to public beds from which they were taken as is possible.

(2) Oysters may be harvested by hand, while diving, swimming, leaning from vessels, or wading, and by tongs.

(3) The harvest of oysters between sunset and sunrise, as established by the U.S. Weather Service, from the public reefs or from private bedding grounds is prohibited, except as provided in subsection 68B-27.016(2), F.A.C., in areas where monitoring stations have been established.

(4) The use of any dredge, drag, scrape, or other mechanical device other than ordinary hand tongs in harvesting oysters for any purpose from public oyster beds in state waters is prohibited.

(5) The possession of any dredge, drag, scrape, or other mechanical device other than ordinary hand tongs in or on the waters above any public oyster bed is prohibited.

(6) Ordinary hand tongs may be stowed in vessels from sundown until sunrise.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-10-91, Formerly 46-27.018, Amended 6-7-10.
