68B-47.001 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Harvest” means the catching or taking of a fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are caught but immediately returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed are not harvested. In addition, temporary possession of a fish for the purpose of measuring it to determine compliance with the minimum size requirements of this chapter shall not constitute harvesting such fish, provided that it is measured immediately after taking, and immediately returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed if undersize.

(2) “Harvest for commercial purposes” means the taking or harvesting of any weakfish for purposes of sale or with the intent to sell. The harvest of weakfish in excess of the applicable recreational bag limit shall constitute harvest for commercial purposes.

(3) “Land,” when used in connection with the harvest of a fish, means the physical act of bringing the harvested fish ashore.

(4) “Spearing” means the catching or taking of a fish by bow hunting, gigging, spearfishing, or by any device used to capture a fish by piercing the body. Spearing does not include the catching or taking of a fish by a hook with hook and line gear, or by snagging (snatch hooking).

(5) “Total length” means the straight line distance from the most forward point of the head with the mouth closed, to the farthest tip of the tail with the tail compressed or squeezed, while the fish is lying on its side.

(6) “Weakfish,” also known as gray seatrout or yellow-mouth trout, means any fish of the species Cynoscion regalis, or sand seatrout (Cynoscion arenarius) or a hybrid of the two species caught in the Weakfish Management Area, or any part thereof.

(7) “Weakfish Management Area” is defined as the area encompassing the St. Marys River and the inland waters of Nassau County east of Highway 17, north of State Highway 200A, and north of the Shave Bridge on the Amelia River. In addition, state waters off Amelia Island, from the Florida-Georgia border to the southernmost tip of Amelia Island are included in the area. Inside this management area any fish of the species Cynoscion regalis, Cynoscion arenarius (sand seatrout), or the hybrid between the two, or any part thereof will be considered a weakfish subject to the regulations in this chapter. Fish that resemble weakfish, sand seatrout, or their hybrids harvested outside this management area in the state of Florida will be considered sand seatrout, not weakfish, and subject to any applicable regulations for sand seatrout.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-17-95, Amended 1-1-98, Formerly 46-47.001, Amended 7-1-06, 7-27-10.

