63D-9.002 Detention Screening.

(1) The Detention Risk Assessment Instrument (DRAI) directs the decision-making process as to whether detention care is warranted and whether the youth should be placed into secure detention, home detention, or some other form of non-secure detention status. The DRAI shall consist of the following six (6) sections:

(a) Section I: Identifying Data;

(b) Section II: Admission Criteria;

(c) Section III: Risk Assessment;

(d) Section IV: State Attorney Review/Decision;

(e) Section V: Screening Decision; and,

(f) Section VI: Narrative.

(2) A completed DRAI is required for all youth when presented to the department for detention screening.

(a) If the youth is not eligible for detention as determined by completing Section II of the DRAI, the Juvenile Probation Officer (JPO) is only required to complete Sections I, II, V, and VI.

(b) If the youth is eligible for detention, as determined by completing Section II of the DRAI, or if the youth is presented for detention screening on a technical violation of supervision, or a court order that requires secure detention, the JPO shall also complete Sections III and IV.

(3) In making the decision to detain or release a youth, the JPO shall take several key factors into consideration:

(a) The placement decision shall be based upon an independent assessment of risk as determined by the DRAI. To ensure equality of treatment, the Juvenile Probation Officer Supervisor (JPOS) shall make certain that the JPO does not discriminate based upon race, culture, gender, religion, ethnic origin, disability, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic status.

(b) The JPO shall attempt to contact the parent(s)/guardian(s), arresting law enforcement officer, victim, and others who have knowledge of the youth to obtain their assessment of the youth and the pending charge(s).

(c) The JPO shall check the Juvenile Justice Information System (JJIS), Department of Children and Families (DCF) client information system and Florida Criminal Investigation Center/National Criminal Investigation Center (FCIC/NCIC) system to obtain a prior history on the youth, if available. If one or more systems is not available at the time of screening then the JPO shall document all subsequent efforts to obtain background information from these systems.

(4) Section III-B of the DRAI is intended to score current, separate, non-related offenses with which the youth is charged, and which are not accounted for in Section III-A, referencing the most serious current offense.

(5) Section III-E of the DRAI, which scores aggravating or mitigating factors, allows the JPO to take into account relevant issues that are not scored in other parts of the DRAI, ensuring the appropriateness of detention and release decisions.

(a) The JPO shall consider any aggravating or mitigating circumstances that may exist. Aggravating factors shall include: youth having a history of absconding, unusual number of prior offenses, offender’s attitude presenting a clear and present danger to the victim, victim suffers substantial physical or emotional injury, extreme cruelty was involved in the offense, offense was committed by a youth engaged in organized gang activity. Mitigating circumstances shall include: youth’s age and maturity, a significant change in the youth’s living circumstances subsequent to the offense providing increased stability and supervision, youth was accompanied by an adult who influenced youth’s involvement in the offense, victim suffered little or no injury or property loss, youth suffers from an intellectual impairment which affects decision-making.

(b) Because the DRAI is intended to be an independent and impartial measure of the risk posed by each youth, the decision to either aggravate or mitigate shall not be determined by pressures from outside influences that may lack objectivity.
(c) The JPO shall fully explain what factors were considered in the narrative portion of Section VI.

(6) When the JPO believes that a youth who is otherwise eligible for detention should be released, he or she shall contact the state attorney to approve the release, as described in Section IV of the DRAI. The JPO shall document the reasons for the recommendation in narrative portion of Section VI. The state attorney may also approve home or non-secure detention for youth who are eligible for secure detention.
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