63D-9.004 Risk and Needs Assessment.

(1) The JPO shall conduct a risk and needs assessment on all youth charged with a criminal or delinquent offense using the Positive Achievement Change Tool (PACT). The PACT is completed while screening a youth for detention eligibility or during the initial intake conference. 

(2) The JPO administering the PACT shall use results to determine whether a referral for further assessment or immediate intervention shall be made. The JPO shall refer youth directly to the designated assessment provider(s) for the comprehensive assessment using the PACT Mental Health and Substance Abuse Screening Report and Referral Form. The PACT Mental Health and Substance Abuse Screening Report and Referral Form (DJJ/PACTFRM 1, July 2010) is incorporated, and is available from the Assistant Secretary for Probation and Community Intervention at 2737 Centerview Dr., Suite 1300, Tallahassee, FL 32399-3100.
(a) If the youth is to be released to the parent(s)/guardian(s), the parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be informed of the results of the PACT and shall be given information as to the location of the comprehensive assessment provider, the appointment time (if arranged by the JPO), and the importance of delivering the youth for the follow-up appointment. The parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be provided a copy of the completed PACT Mental Health and Substance Abuse Screening Report and Referral Form.
(b) For detained youth, the PACT results shall be forwarded to the detention center where the youth is detained. The JPO shall provide written notification to the detention center using the PACT Mental Health and Substance Abuse Screening Report and Referral Form of any need for crisis intervention for youth who are indicated as at-risk for suicide, and shall notify the detention center of any need for referral to the center’s mental health professional for youth who are in need of further mental health or substance abuse evaluation. 

(3) When the PACT results or other information obtained at intake/admission indicates possible suicide risk, the youth shall be referred for an assessment of suicide risk to be conducted within 24 hours or immediately if the youth is in crisis. Assessment of Suicide Risk Form (MHSA 004, July 2010) must be utilized when the assessment of suicide risk is conducted in a DJJ facility or program. If the youth is released to the custody of the parent or legal guardian, the parent/legal guardian must be provided the form entitled Suicide Risk Screening Parent/Guardian Notification (MHSA 003, July 2010). These forms are incorporated, and are available from the Assistant Secretary for Probation and Community Intervention at 2737 Centerview Drive, Suite 1300, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3100.

(4) The PACT is predominantly a self-report tool, and youth sometimes supply inaccurate information about themselves or their situation. The JPO completing the PACT shall use his or her own observations and those of collateral sources such as parents, other department staff, law enforcement, or other informed persons who have knowledge of the youth’s behavior and background. If personal observations or collateral contacts reveal the need for further assessment regardless of the results of the PACT, a referral for further assessment shall be recommended. The reason for the override shall be documented on the PACT Mental Health and Substance Abuse Screening Report and Referral Form.
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