65C-33.011 Decertification.

(1) Regardless of any additional action which may be taken by the employing agency, the Department shall decertify a certified child protection professional when he or she no longer meets the qualifications for certification pursuant to Section 402.731, F.S.  
(2) The department shall also decertify an individual for cause, which is defined as: incompetence, negligence, or serious personal, professional, or ethical misconduct, including failure to responsibly discharge assigned duties; falsification of records; use of professional authority to exploit others; engaging in conduct punishable under Florida law by more than one year in jail, whether or not criminally charged or convicted of such conduct; insubordination; theft or misuse of agency property; or violation of agency rules and regulations.

(a) When an individual who is concurrently certified in more than one position classification (e.g., Protective Investigations and Case Management), or in more than one certification designation (e.g., Case Manager and Case Management Supervisor) and is decertified for cause, he or she shall be decertified in all certifications held. 

(b) When a decertification for cause becomes final agency action, the decertified individual shall immediately be removed from any position requiring child protection professional certification.     
(3) Within five days of an individual’s decertification becoming final agency action, the Department shall provide written notification of the effective date of the decertification to the employing agency’s Training Manager or designee and to the Training Academy. Within two business days of same notification, the Training Academy will update the individual’s status in the SkillNET or other Department-approved tracking database system.

(4) The Department shall provide the individual with written notification of the decision to decertify him or her. The written notice must include the reason for the decertification, and must advise the individual of his or her option to challenge the decertification decision as provided in Chapter 120, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 402.40, 402.731(1) FS. Law Implemented 402.40, 402.731(1) FS. History–New 10-14-10.

