14-22.012 Suspension, Revocation, or Denial of Qualification.

(1) As provided in Section 337.16(2), F.S., the Department, for good cause, may deny, suspend, or revoke a contractor’s Certificate of Qualification. A suspension, revocation, or denial for good cause pursuant to this rule shall prohibit the contractor from bidding on any Department construction contract for which qualification is required by Section 337.14, F.S., shall constitute a determination of non-responsibility to bid on any other Department construction or maintenance contract, and shall prohibit the contractor from acting as a material supplier or subcontractor on any Department contract or project during the period of suspension, revocation, or denial. Good cause shall include the following:

(a) One of the circumstances specified under Section 337.16(2), F.S., has occurred.

(b) Affiliated contractors submitted more than one proposal for the same work. In this event the Certificate of Qualification of all of the affiliated bidders will be revoked, suspended, or denied. All bids of affiliated bidders will be rejected.

(c) The contractor made or submitted false, deceptive, or fraudulent statements, certifications, or materials in any claim for payment or any information required by any Department contract, including the Certification of Work Underway.

(d) The contractor or its affiliate defaulted on any contract or a contract surety assumed control of financial responsibility for any contract of the contractor.

(e) The contractor’s qualification to bid is suspended, revoked, or denied by any other public or semi-public agency.

(f) The contractor failed to comply with contract or warranty requirements, or failed to follow Department direction in the performance of a contract.

(g) The contractor failed to timely furnish all contract documents required by the contract specifications, special provisions, or by any state or federal statutes or regulations. If the contractor fails to furnish any of the subject contract documents by the expiration of the period of suspension, revocation, or denial set forth above, the contractor’s Certificate of Qualification shall remain suspended, revoked, or denied until the documents are furnished.

(h) The contractor failed to notify the Department’s Contracts Administration Office within 10 days of the contractor, or any of its affiliates, being declared in default or otherwise not completing work on a contract, or being suspended from qualification to bid or denied qualification to bid by any other public or semi-public agency. 

(i) The contractor did not pay its subcontractors or suppliers in a timely manner or in compliance with contract documents.

(j) The contractor has demonstrated instances of poor or unsatisfactory performance, deficient management resulting in project delay, poor quality workmanship, a history of payment of liquidated damages, untimely completion of projects, uncooperative attitude, contract litigation, inflated claims or defaults.

(k) An affiliate of the contractor has previously been determined by the Department to be non-responible, and the specified period of suspension, revocation, denial, or non-responsibility remains in effect.

(l) The contractor or affiliate(s) has been convicted of a contract crime, as provided in Section 337.165, F.S.

(m) Any other circumstance constituting “good cause” under Section 337.16(2), F.S., exists.

(2) The Department shall deny or revoke the Certificate of Qualification of any contractor and its affiliates for a period of 36 months, pursuant to Section 337.165, F.S., when it is determined by the Department that the contractor has, subsequent to January 1, 1978, been convicted of a contract crime within the jurisdiction of any state or federal court. Any such contractor shall not act as a prime contractor, material supplier, subcontractor, or consultant on any Department contract or project during the period of denial or revocation.

(3) The Certificate of Qualification of a contractor found delinquent under Section 337.16(1), F.S., shall be denied, suspended, or revoked. A suspension or revocation shall prohibit the contractor from being a subcontractor on Department work during the period of denial, suspension, or revocation, except when a prime contractor’s bid has used prices of a subcontractor who becomes disqualified after the bid, but before the request for authorization to sublet is presented.

(4) If a contractor’s Certificate of Qualification is revoked, suspended, or denied and the contractor receives an additional period of revocation, suspension, or denial of its Certificate of Qualification, the time periods will run consecutively.

(5) The revocation, denial, or suspension of a contractor’s Certificate of Qualification under this Section shall be for a specific period of time based on the seriousness of the deficiency.

(2) Examples of factors affecting the seriousness of a deficiency are:

1. Impacts on project schedule, cost, or quality of work,

2. Unsafe conditions allowed to exist,

3. Complaints from the public,

4. Delay or interference with the bidding process,

5. The potential for repetition,

6. Integrity of the public contracting process,

7. Effect on the health, safety, and welfare of the public.
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