62-346.080 Submittal of Applications and Notices for Permits and Petitions for Formal Determinations to Department and NWFWMD Offices.

(1) Petitions for formal determinations of the landward extent of wetlands and other surface waters shall be submitted as specified in Rule 62-343.040, F.A.C.

(2) All applications and notices for environmental resource permits, variances, and other authorizations required under this chapter that are the responsibility of the Department under the Operating Agreement, except for activities as specified in paragraphs (a) through (d) and subsection (5) below, shall be submitted to the district or branch office of the Department that has geographical jurisdiction over the location where the activity is to occur, as described in section 1.2 of Applicant’s Handbook Volume I. For purposes of this subsection, the term “Department” does not include the NWFWMD. At this time, the Department does not accept applications for permits submitted electronically, although such electronically-prepared applications may accompany the paper copies required in Rule 62-346.070, F.A.C. The following activities shall be submitted to the Department office specified below:

(a) Mines, which shall be submitted to the Bureau of Mining and Minerals Regulation at the address in section 1.3 of Applicant’s Handbook Volume I;

(b) Coastal construction, as defined in Section 161.021(6), F.S., involving projects, as defined in Section 161.041, F.S., shall be submitted to the Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems (BBCS) at the address in section 1.3 of Applicant’s Handbook Volume I, as a Joint Coastal Permit application. Projects located waterward of the Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL) but landward of mean high water shall be processed by the district office of the Department. Any concurrently-required CCCL permit under Chapter 161, F.S., for such project shall be processed by the BBCS;

(c) Federal dredging projects in marine waters, which shall be submitted to the BBCS at the address in section 1.3 of Applicant’s Handbook Volume I;

(d) Dredging of channels, turning basins, or berths within a deepwater port listed in Section 403.021(9)(b), F.S., which shall be submitted to the BBCS at the address in section 1.3 of Applicant’s Handbook Volume I. Other port activities, such as bulkheads, docks, or upland development, shall be submitted to the district office of the Department having geographical jurisdiction over the location where the activity is to occur.

(3) All applications and notices for environmental resource permits, petitions for variances, and other authorizations required under this chapter that are the responsibility of the NWFWMD under the Operating Agreement can be submitted to the NWFWMD Internet site at http://www.nwfwmd.state.fl.us/permits/permits-ERP.html. If submitting paper copies, submit to the office of the NWFWMD, as described in Figure 1B of Form 62-346.900(1). Additional details for submitting applications and notices to the NWFWMD are contained in Rule 62-346.070, F.A.C.

(4) Activities that are within the geographical limits of a local government delegated responsibility for the environmental resource permit program of the Department or NWFWMD under Chapter 62-344, F.A.C., shall be submitted to that local government, or to the Department or NWFWMD in accordance with the terms of the Delegation Agreement with that local government as incorporated by reference in Chapter 62-113, F.A.C.

(5) Unless otherwise provided by law, a proposed activity subject to the permit requirements of this chapter, Chapter 62-330, or 62-341, F.A.C., a portion of which extends beyond the boundary of the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD), will be analyzed based on criteria such as the amount and geography of the activity’s land area, the location of the activity’s discharge or discharges, the type of activity, prior agency history, and operating agreement in effect between the agencies to determine whether the application for the activity would be most appropriately be reviewed and acted on by the NWFWMD, the SRWMD, or the Department. In the case of activities that extend into the area of the SRWMD that are the responsibility of the Department, the Director of District Management of the Department district office processing the application shall have the authority to take the final agency action on the entire application. However, if the applicant prefers, a separate application may be submitted to each district or branch office of the Department that has responsibility for activities within the geographical limits where the activity is located. In such case, the applications shall be individually reviewed and processed separately by the applicable Department district or branch office.
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