1A-35.007 Application Requirements.

(1) Application Procedures.

(a) Applications for historic preservation grants-in-aid shall be signed by the person or persons with legal authority to obligate the applicant and shall be made on a Historical Resources Grants-in-Aid Application Form HR3E0410705, effective July, 2005, which is incorporated by reference, and a copy of which is available from the Division.

(b) Eligible applicants for historic preservation grants-in-aid assistance shall be in accordance with Section 267.0617(2), F.S.

(c) Applicants may submit more than one application for grant assistance. An application for a Special Category grant project must be limited to a single site, or group of sites in which all the properties have the same owner(s).

(d) The Division reserves the right to request additional information or clarification on any application that is submitted. Such request shall be made to the applicant by letter, facsimile, e-mail, or by telephone and shall indicate the date by which the information or clarification is needed.

(e) Applications shall be submitted to the Division to the attention of the Bureau of Historic Preservation and shall include the original and the number of copies as specified in the grant application.

(f) Deadlines. There are two funding cycles annually; one for Special Category grant funds, and one for state and federal matching grant funds. Applicants must submit separate applications for each cycle.

1. To be considered for funding, applications must be received by the Division offices on or before 5:00 p.m. on the deadline specified in the grant solicitation letter for the given grant cycle, or be clearly postmarked or show evidence of submission to an express mail service on or before the deadline.

2. At least 30 days prior to each grant solicitation period, the Division shall publish in the Florida Administrative Register notification of the impending grant application period. This notification shall include a mailing address and telephone number through which application forms and additional information may be obtained.

3. In addition to the regular grant cycles, the Division shall also conduct special grant cycles when additional grant funds become available.

(2) Application Review.

(a) Upon receipt of grant applications, the Division shall review and evaluate each application for completeness and eligibility according to the funding cycle and application deadline for which it is intended. Each application shall be assigned an identification number.

(b) The Division shall send copies of the applications to each member of the Grant Review Panel or the Florida Historical Commission in sufficient time for members to review all applications prior to the Panel or Commission convening in a public meeting for the purpose of considering the applications for funding.

(c) The Division shall also provide the following information to the Grant Review Panel or the Florida Historical Commission:

1. An opinion as to whether or not the applicant and project are eligible for the type of grant assistance requested in the application.

2. Any additional information or clarification requested from an applicant.

(d) The Grant Review Panel and the Florida Historical Commission shall each convene in a public meeting to review and evaluate all applications for historic preservation grants-in-aid. The Grant Review Panel and the Florida Historical Commission shall annually hold separate meetings to consider applications for federal, state and Special Category grant assistance. Applications for Historic Preservation Grants shall be reviewed by a Grant Review Panel appointed by the Secretary of State. Applications for Special Category grants assistance shall be reviewed by the members of the Florida Historical Commission.

1. The Grant Review Panel and the Florida Historical Commission shall each meet to consider applications for grant assistance within 150 days of the relevant application deadline.

2. The Division shall publish a notification of the time and place of the meeting and where a copy of the agenda may be obtained in the Florida Administrative Register at least 30 days prior to the Grant Review Panel or the Florida Historical Commission meeting.

3. A copy of the agenda shall be sent to all applicants.

(e) The Grant Review Panel and the Florida Historical Commission shall evaluate each application based on the criteria relating to the site involved, the prospective grantee, and the anticipated public benefit, as follows:

1. Criteria related to the site:

a. Historic significance, meaning the relative importance of the site in connection with prehistory or historical events, developments or personalities.

b. Endangerment, meaning existing or potential threats of loss or damage through demolition, deterioration or encroaching development.

c. Appropriateness of the historic preservation treatment proposed in relation to the preservation of the historic appearance and character of the site and the protection to be provided against existing or potential threats.

2. Criteria related to the grantee:

a. Administrative capability, including personnel, facilities and organization adequate to complete the project and meet the administrative requirements of the grant.

b. Financial resources adequate to carry project costs as necessary pending receipt of reimbursements from grant funds.

c. Availability of professional and technical services required to carry out the project work.

3. Criteria related to public benefit:

a. Compatibility with statewide historic preservation priorities, including equitable geographic and demographic distribution of available grant funds.

b. Educational potential or demonstration value for enhancing the public awareness of Florida history, Florida historic sites and properties, the objectives of historic preservation, and the application of historic preservation methods, materials and standards.

c. Anticipated economic benefits, including direct impact on the local economy and the stimulation of additional private sector interest and investment in historic preservation projects.

d. Public use or other public good resulting from the project.

(f) The Grant Review Panel and the Florida Historical Commission shall each develop a priority listing of all project applications by ranking each project relative to the others and shall recommend funding levels and any appropriate special conditions for each individual project. An example of a special condition is a requirement that the grantee must execute restrictive covenants prior to receiving grant funds. The Grant Review Panels shall establish sub-categories of the Acquisition and Development and the Survey and Planning categories of grant assistance for the purpose of establishing priority listings and recommending funding levels. The Grant Review Panels shall further recommend that overall sub-categories be funded to specific levels and then rank individual projects within each sub-category, also recommending funding levels for each individual project.

(g) The recommendations of the Grant Review Panel and the Florida Historical Commission shall be submitted by the Division to the Secretary of State (Secretary) for review and approval. At a minimum, the written recommendations shall include a ranking of all proposed projects, however categorized, and the recommended funding level for each proposed project.

(h) The Division shall prepare a final priority listing of all project applications with an associated level of funding for each project, as approved by the Secretary, and shall notify all applicants in writing of the final decision on the priority order and funding level of their respective project applications.

(i) Grant funds shall be awarded in accordance with the final priority listing of the applications considered for grant assistance in a given funding cycle, unless otherwise provided by the Legislature. Funds shall not be provided for projects which were not applied for, reviewed and recommended in accordance with procedures outlined in this chapter.

(j) If additional grant funds become available during the grant year for either federal or state grants-in-aid, the Director shall increase the grant award or award a new grant for applications reviewed by the Grant Review Panel or the Florida Historical Commission during the normal review process or establish a special process for awarding such additional funds.

(3) Grant Award Agreement.

(a) All grant awards which have been approved in accordance with subsection 1A-35.007(2), F.A.C., of this chapter shall be formalized through a grant award agreement, which is incorporated by reference.

(b) The grant award agreement shall contain conditions governing the grant award.

(c) The project work may not be initiated prior to the effective date of the grant award agreement unless authorized by the Division. The Division shall authorize the initiation of project work prior to the effective date if significant deterioration, destruction or demolition of the property would otherwise occur.

(d) Funds remaining in any grant allocation as a result of early termination or from completion of the project at less than anticipated cost shall revert to the funding source from which the grant funds were appropriated or be distributed in accordance with the procedures set forth in paragraph 1A-35.007(2)(j), F.A.C.
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