5B-40.003 Obtaining a Permit to Harvest Plants on the Endangered and Commercially Exploited Plant Lists.

(1) Endangered plants.

(a) To willfully harvest, collect, pick, remove, injure, or destroy any plant listed as endangered growing on the private land of another or on any public land or water, a person shall obtain the written permission of the owner of the land or water or his legal representative.

(b) Any person desiring to harvest one or more plants or parts thereof of a species contained on the endangered plant list from the private land of another or on any public land or water shall request a permit, DACS-08051, Revised 7/99, incorporated herein by reference, from the department. DACS-08051, Request For Permit To Harvest Endangered Plant(s) Or Part(s) Thereof may be obtained from the Division of Plant Industry, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection, P. O. Box 147100, Gainesville, FL 32614-7100.

(c) Any person transporting for the purpose of sale, selling, or offering for sale any plant contained on the endangered plant list which is harvested from such person’s own property shall request a permit (DACS-08051) from the department.

(d) A request for such a permit shall meet the following requirements:

1. A written request shall be filed at least 14 calendar days prior to the intended date of harvest.

2. The request shall include a legal description of the property where harvesting will occur. Also, written permission is required of the property owner when a person other than the owner wishes to collect or harvest.

3. Supply other information which may be requested by the department as pertinent to the consideration of a permit.

(2) Commercially exploited plants.

(a) To willfully harvest, collect, pick, remove, injure, or destroy any plant listed as commercially exploited growing on the private land of another, or on any public land or water, a person shall obtain the written permission of the owner of the land or water or his legal representative.

(b) Any person desiring to harvest three or more plants or parts thereof of a species contained on the commercially exploited plant list from the private land of another or on any public land or water shall request a permit (DACS-08051) from the department.

(c) Any person transporting for the purpose of sale, selling or offering for sale any plant contained on the commercially exploited plant list which is harvested from such person’s own property shall request a permit (DACS-08051) from the department.

(d) A request for such a permit shall meet the following requirements:

1. A written request shall be filed at least 14 days prior to the intended date of harvest.

2. The request shall include a legal description of the property where harvesting will occur. Also, written permission (PI-133) is required of the property owner when a person other than the owner wishes to collect or harvest.

3. Supply other information which may be requested by the department as pertinent to the consideration of a permit.

(3) Consideration shall be given in issuing a permit when:

(a) The plans involve salvaging plants from areas being developed.

(b) Plants will be used for scientific purposes.

(c) Any harvest plan that will provide for the following considerations:

1. Necessary precautions that will minimize environmental damage in the area harvested. This should include preventing development of conditions which will contribute to erosion or fire hazards.

2. Provisions that will assure natural regeneration of the plants being removed.

3. Provisions that would ensure that the plants removed are harvested, transported, and stored in such a way as to provide conditions favorable for survival of the harvested plants.
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