5B-44.0113 Requirements for Citrus Nursery Site Approval.

(1) Field sites or on-the-ground sites. All host plants within a minimum distance of 100 feet of a proposed in-ground or container citrus nursery field site must be sampled by methods approved by the department, and found free of any injurious nematodes of citrus as described in Rule 5B-44.003, F.A.C. Distances may be increased when, in the opinion of an authorized representative, there may be a threat to the approved site because of slope, drainage, standing water, root encroachment, and other factors that may be present. Minimum distances shall be measured from the dripline of host plants and from the edge of rights-of-way of any public or private thoroughfares.

(a) The citrus nursery site shall be at least the minimum distances specified as follows:

1. One hundred feet maintained free of hosts, from known infestations of nematodes listed in Rule 5B-44.003(2), F.A.C.;

2. Fifty feet maintained free of hosts from land planted or previously planted with host plants and from all rights-of-way or public thoroughfares with a negative sampling.

(2) Greenhouse, slathouse or raised bench sites. Greenhouse, slathouse or raised bench sites may be approved by the department for producing nematode (BN)-certified citrus nursery stock provided the following standards are met:

(a) All plants, plant parts (except seed), soil, peat, sawdust, mulch, manure or other plant-growing or potting media entering the approved site must be accompanied by a nematode (BN) certificate;

(b) All pots, cans, or other containers used to produce citrus nursery stock free of nematodes of citrus must be stored in such a manner to prevent contact with the ground or contamination by flooding, rain-soil-splatter or ground water runoff;

(c) All benches approved for nematode certification must be at least 18 inches above the ground;

(d) All nematode-certified growing or potting media must be stored at least 18 inches above the ground or on concrete or asphalt that is above ground level and not subject to flooding or ground water runoff;

(e) Nursery stock certified free of nematodes of citrus shall not be ground on the same bench with noncertified nursery stock. A minimum distance of 18 inches must be maintained between certified and noncertified benches;

(f) Any plant certified free of nematodes that is dropped or set on the ground no longer meets nematode (BN) certification and shall not be returned to the bench;

(3) It shall be the responsibility of the nurseryman to:

(a) Follow established sanitation procedures to prevent nematode infestation of the nursery site;

(b) Prevent encroachment of or use of noncertified material which would endanger the nursery site of becoming infested with injurious nematodes of citrus.

(c) Maintain approved citrus nursery site identity by erecting and maintaining markers identifying the boundaries of any approved citrus nursery site. Such markers should be of a permanent type, such as concrete or treated wood, and set deep enough to prevent accidental removal.

(4) Approved citrus nursery sites not planted within 12 months shall be reevaluated prior to use.
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