5B-52.007 Planting Cotton in the Eradication Zone and Required Participation.

(1) Commercial cotton. All commercial cotton growers shall be required to participate in the Boll Weevil Eradication Program. Participation shall include the timely reporting of acreage and field locations, compliance with regulations, and payment of fees as prescribed in this rule.

(2) Noncommercial cotton. Noncommercial cotton shall not be produced in the eradication zone except by written authorization issued by the division director for research purposes.

(3) Commercial cotton not meeting the requirements for boll weevil eradication. Commercial cotton planted in areas where boll weevil eradication treatments cannot be effectively or legally applied due to factors concerning the public welfare shall be destroyed by the department if determined by the department that it jeopardizes the success of the program.

(4) Notice of destruction. The department may by oral order require the destruction of cotton not meeting the provisions of this rule without compensation. Such oral order shall become final 10 days after an Immediate Final Order is issued in writing by the department and delivered to the owner or representative of publicly- or privately-owned property.
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