5B-52.009 Submission of Reporting Forms, Assessments and Penalties for Late Payment, and Cotton Destruction.

(1) Each commercial cotton grower shall submit a completed Cotton Acreage Reporting Form (DACS-08193, Revised 10/99) and incorporated herein by reference, to the federal Farm Service Agency (FSA) office servicing the county where the cotton is grown. A copy of the Cotton Acreage Reporting Form may be obtained from the Division of Plant Industry, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection, Post Office Box 147100, Gainesville, Florida 32614-7100. The Cotton Acreage Reporting Form shall be submitted between March 1 and April 30 of each year the program remains in effect. ASCS will certify to the department the acreage and location of cotton for each commercial cotton grower. Form PI-163, Boll Weevil Eradication Program Intended Cotton Acreage Reporting Form, Revised 4/94, is incorporated into this rule by reference and is supplied by the department to ASCS. Copies of PI-163 may be obtained from the Division of Plant Industry, P.O. Box 147100, Gainesville, Florida 32614-7100, or the ASCS.

(2) The per acre annual assessment for each acre is $5.00 for 1987, $17.50 for 1988, $25 for 1989, $27 for 1990, $14 for 1991, $18 for 1992, $10 for 1993, and $6.50 for 1994. Thereafter, as long as a containment program is necessary, containment costs shall not exceed $10 per acre. The cotton growers’ share of this assessment may vary depending on the availability of state funding. Commercial cotton growers’ share of the total assessment shall be due by June 15 each year the program is in effect. Assessments that were unpaid as of September 1 of 1987-1993 are subject to a penalty fee of $4 per acre. Commencing with 1994 and thereafter, payments not received by July 15 shall be subject to a penalty fee of 20 percent of the unpaid assessment. Penalty fees shall not exceed $25 per acre. Assessment payments and penalty fees shall be paid at the local Farm Service Agency office.

(3) All assessments and penalty fees collected by the federal Farm Service Agency shall be remitted to the department and accompanied by a completed Letter of Transmittal Form (DACS-08239, revised 10/99) and incorporated herein by reference, as prescribed in a cooperative agreement between the department and the state federal Farm Service Agency office and shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the Plant Industry Fund. A copy of the Letter of Transmittal form may be obtained from the Division of Plant Industry, Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection, Post Office Box 147100, Gainesville, Florida 32614-7100.

(4) Penalty fees shall be waived by the division director only upon recommendation of the Foundation.
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