5B-60.007 Parent Trees. 

Parent trees are selected mature source trees belonging to a nurserymen or grower, or on property that the owner has given written permission to a nurseryman and the department for access for observation, testing, and budcutting. At the time of entry into the Citrus Budwood Protection Program the owner shall sign a Parent Tree Candidate Entry Form DACS-08298 effective 3/99. Form DACS-08298 may be obtained from the Bureau of Citrus Budwood Registration, 3027 Lake Alfred Road, Winter Haven, FL 33881-1438.

(1) Prospective parent trees. As a prerequisite to registration, an authorized representative of the department must have visually inspected the prospective parent tree selected by the nurseryman or grower, and the four trees immediately surrounding each prospective parent tree at a time when mature fruit is present. During the inspection the authorized representative must determine that:

(a) The prospective parent tree is apparently free from psorosis, citrus viroids, tatterleaf virus, and severe strains of citrus tristeza virus;

(b) The four trees immediately surrounding the prospective parent tree, on the basis of visual inspection only, do not show any bark and leaf symptoms of the pathogens listed in paragraph (a). This does not imply that the four adjacent trees are free of graft-transmissible pathogens.

(2) Prospective parent trees of exceptional horticultural value that are found to be infected with one or more graft-transmissible pathogens can be subjected to shoot-tip grafting or other acceptable techniques to eliminate graft-transmissible pathogens provided this is done under the supervision of the department. Plants that are shoot-tip grafted shall be retested for the graft-transmissible pathogen detected, subject to all other registration requirements, and if shoot-tip grafted by the department, made available for distribution to all interested nurserymen and growers if approved by the owner.

(3) Parent trees. If the prospective parent tree and the four trees immediately surrounding it pass the preliminary inspection, the prospective parent tree shall become eligible for registration provided:

(a) The parent tree has been tested negatively for:

1. Psorosis;

2. Citrus viroids;

3. Severe strains of citrus tristeza virus;

4. Tatterleaf virus, effective January 1, 1998.

(b) The parent tree has been tested negatively by certified laboratories or the department every six years for psorosis, citrus viroids, and effective January 1, 1998, for tatterleaf virus; and annually tested negatively for severe strains of citrus tristeza virus effective May 1, 1997. The testing costs shall be the responsibility of the owner. Test results shall be provided by the certified laboratories to the office of the Bureau of Citrus Budwood Registration, Winter Haven, FL, within 30 days of determination and not later than the expiration date of the Certificate of Source Tree Registration (DACS-08072);

(c) The parent tree is free of recognizable symptoms of other grant-transmissible pathogens and based on an annual visual inspection, apparently free from Florida gummosis, citrus blight, decline, leprosis, evidence of unacceptable bud mutation, and other quarantinable pests;

(d) The parent tree is vigorous, productive, and horticulturally true-to-type and has borne fruit;

(e) A Certificate of Source Tree Registration (DACS-08072) has been issued.

(4) All trees propagated for testing in the department’s facilities shall become property of the department.
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