5B-60.010 Increase Trees. 

Increase trees shall be registered on a Certificate of Source Tree Registration (DACS-08072) as specified in Rule 5B-60.012, F.A.C., provided they have been propagated as follows:

(1) Budwood must have been obtained under the direct supervision of the department from parent, foundation, or designated screen-enclosed scion trees effective January 1, 2006; tested negatively for citrus exocortis viroid within the past 6 years and which have tested negatively for severe strains of citrus tristeza virus within the past 12 months.

(2) Seed used to propagate increase trees must have come from parent trees, scion trees, or foundation trees, or from a seed source tree. Seed imported into the State for propagation must have been certified by an authorized representative of the department of agriculture of the state or country of origin as meeting the requirements of a seed source tree.

(3) Only seedlings that previously have not had a bud inserted in them must have been used. If rebudding is necessary, buds from the same registered source tree as the original bud must be used.

(4) Increase trees must be vigorous, productive, and horticulturally true-to-type and free of recognizable symptoms of other graft-transmissible pathogens and apparently free based on an annual visual inspection from Florida gummosis, citrus blight, decline, leprosis, evidence of unacceptable bud mutation, and other quarantinable pests.

(5) Field-grown increase trees must be propagated in single rows, separated from other propagations, and identified with plainly visible permanent markers.

(6) There must be a minimum vacant space of 24 inches between each clone of increase trees in a field grown nursery and 12 inches between each clone of plants grown on greenhouse benches with each clone individually identified.

(7) The nurseryman must furnish the Bureau of Citrus Budwood Registration within 30 days following the date of budding, a Source Tree bud Cutting Report, DACS-08172, Revised 7/03, indicating the variety, rootstock, number of trees budded, registration number of source, location of block, and date of budding.

(8) Trees propagated as increase trees under this rule chapter must only serve as registered sources of budwood with no testing required for a period of up to 24 months from budding. Increase trees can be used for twelve additional months if tested negatively between the 22nd and 24th month for severe strains of citrus tristeza virus. Test samples must be as follows:

(a) A 10 percent systematic composite sample that results in a 90 percent probability of detection of a one percent citrus tristeza virus infection rate is required;

(b) If over one percent severe isolate infection rate is found, then all individual trees being used for budwood must be tested prior to budwood being removed;

(c) All trees not tested will not qualify as source trees and shall be removed and destroyed by and at the expense of the owner within 30 days of the detection;

(d) Tests must be performed by certified laboratories or the department. The testing costs shall be the responsibility of the owner. Test results must be provided by the certified laboratories to the office of the Bureau of Citrus Budwood Registration, Winter Haven, FL, not later than the expiration date of the Certificate of Source Tree Registration (DACS-08072).

(9) Nursery stock propagated from increase trees shall not serve as further sources of registered budwood.

(10) Increase trees from foundation or parent trees used for increase budwood shall qualify for scion grove planting in accordance with Rule 5B-60.009, F.A.C.

(11) Increase trees grown under protected screen enclosures can be used as budwood sources for 48 months if tested as required in subsection (8) and then again between the 34th and 36th month.
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