5C-3.002 General Requirements and Limitations.

(1) OCVI Required. Animals imported into the state must be accompanied by an OCVI unless exempted by this rule. The OCVI must be attached to the waybill or be in the possession of the driver of the vehicle or person otherwise in charge of the animals. The OCVI must accompany the animals to their final destinations in Florida.

(a) All information required on the OCVI must be fully completed by the issuing veterinarian and must include the following:

1. The name and address of the consignor;

2. The name and address of the consignee;

3. The point of origin and premises identification, if assigned by state officials in the state of origin;

4. The point of destination;

5. The date of examination;

6. The number of animals examined;

7. The official individual identification of each animal, and the name or registered brand or tattoo number;

8. The sex, age, and breed of each identified animal;

9. Test results and herd or state status on certain diseases as specified in this chapter;

10. Prior permission number, if required;

11. A statement by the issuing veterinarian that the animals identified on the OCVI are free of signs of infectious or communicable disease; and

12. For Equidae only, the establishment or premises at which the horse was examined, body temperature at examination, and color and markings or digital image.

(b) A copy of the OCVI must be forwarded immediately to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry, 407 S. Calhoun St., Tallahassee, FL 32399-0800.

(c) The OCVI will be void after 30 days except that OCVIs for Equidae may be extended as provided in subsection 5C-3.003(5), F.A.C.

(2) Proof of Ownership. Animals which are not required to have an OCVI for importation, as exempted by this rule, and animals being transported totally within the state must be accompanied by a document signed by the owner or agent as evidence of ownership or authority for possession of the transported animals. These documents must disclose:

(a) The name and address of the consignor;

(b) The name and address of the consignee;

(c) The point of origin;

(d) The point of destination; and 

(e) A description of the animals sufficient to identify them for any and all purposes.

(3) Restricted Animals. All restricted animals must have prior permission for importation into the state or to be transported within the state. 

(4) Importation for Slaughter. Animals imported into the state for slaughter must be consigned directly to a recognized slaughtering establishment and must be slaughtered within 10 days after arrival at their destination.

(5) Vesicular Stomatitis.

(a) Certification for Vesicular Stomatitis (VS). All hoofed animals, including horses, ruminants, swine, exotic and wild hoofed animals, originating from a VS-affected state must be accompanied by an OCVI which includes the following statement: “All animals susceptible to Vesicular Stomatitis (VS) identified and included in this OCVI for shipment have been examined and found to be free from clinical signs and vectors of VS and have not been exposed to VS virus and have not been within 10 miles of a VS-infected premises within the last 30 days.” Documentation must also accompany the animals to show that the animals have been tested and found negative to an approved test for VS within the previous 10 days. 

(b) Prior permission. Animals originating from a VS-affected state will require prior permission.

(6) Violations. Animals entering the state in violation of the provisions of this chapter shall be stopped by an agent, or employee of the Division or by any FDACS law enforcement officer of the state of Florida or any subdivision of the state. Any person, firm, or association having charge, custody, or control of animals imported in violation of this rule will remove the animals from the state as directed by the Division.
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