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1A-48.001 Purpose.

Rulemaking Authority 120.053, 267.061(3)(n) FS. Law Implemented 267.061(3)(n)4.a. FS. History‒New 4-18-95, Repealed 12-18-95.
1A-48.002 Definitions.

The following words and terms will have the following meanings in this chapter:

(1) “Division” means the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State.

(2) “Council” means the State Historic Marker Council.

(3) “Official Florida Historic Markers” are markers awarded, approved or administered by the Division of Historical Resources.

(a) “Florida Heritage Landmark” markers are markers that recognize resources for a region of the state or statewide that are usually more than fifty years old and are of exceptional significance in the areas of architecture, archaeology and history where the properties largely and visibly retain the distinctive physical characteristics that were present during the historical period for which the property is being recognized.

(b) “Florida Heritage” markers are markers that identify people, events and places, including buildings, structures, objects and archaeological sites that do not meet the criteria for Florida Heritage Landmark designation but are still of local, regional or statewide historic significance relating to Florida history, culture and ethnic heritage.

(c) “Historic Highway” markers are markers which identify state historic highways as provided by law.

(d) “Special Markers” are markers which the Division will establish to guide the public to places of historic or cultural interest and to facilitate the identification and interpretation of various topics, including at a minimum, historic and scenic trails, byways, greenways and anniversaries or other occasions of special significance to the history and culture of Florida.

(e) “Florida Heritage Plaques” are markers which recognize resources important because of their association with historic persons.

(4) “Resource” means real property or improvements to real property having a relatively fixed location that shall include, at a minimum, buildings, structures, objects, sites and districts.

(5) “Historic person” means a person whose activities were associated with and demonstrably contributed to, shaped or affected events important within a local, statewide or national historical context.

(6) “Historic event” means an action, activity, circumstance or any series or combination of the preceding, taking place at one or more periods of time, that have significantly affected the physical, cultural or ethnic development of a local area of the state, the state as a whole, or the nation.

Rulemaking Authority 267.074 FS. Law Implemented 267.0743, 267.0743 FS. History–New 4-18-95.

1A-48.003 Responsibility for Florida Historic Marker Program.

(1) The Division will be responsible for the administration of all aspects of the Florida Historic Marker Program, including the application process, selection and designation of properties, persons or events to be marked and the placement and maintenance of the markers.

(2) No Official Florida Historic Marker, or reasonable facsimile thereof, may be fabricated with any emblem, design or logo signifying any other organization. No other emblem, design or marker size may be used in addition to, or instead of, those offered by the Division.

(3) Markers are the property of the state and may not be used for commercial advertising or be copied for the use of any other agency, association, corporation or individual, except with written permission from the Division.

(4) The Division will erect and maintain markers indicating sites of historic significance on public property, as well as on private property where permission is obtained. Placement of a marker on private property does not prohibit any actions which may otherwise be taken by the property owner with respect to the property. Also, the Division, in cooperation with the Florida Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, and local governments will erect and maintain markers within road rights-of-way for the purpose of guiding the general public to historical resources that are marked with Florida Heritage Markers. The Division will erect and maintain markers within the right-of-way of any state highway.

Rulemaking Authority 267.074 FS. Law Implemented 267.0743, 267.0743 FS. History–New 4-18-95.

1A-48.004 Program Information.

Rulemaking Authority 120.053, 267.061(3)(n) FS. Law Implemented 267.061(3)(n) FS. History–New 4-18-95, Repealed 12-18-95.
1A-48.005 Criteria for Florida Historic Markers.

(1) The Division will determine if proposed resources meet the following criteria to qualify under the Florida Historic Marker program:

(a) To qualify for a Florida Heritage Marker, a resource must be at least thirty years old and must hold significance concerning historical events, developments or personalities within a locality of the state, a region of the state or the state as a whole; and,
(b) The resource must largely retain the architectural or archaeological integrity and other visible physical characteristics with which it was historically associated or otherwise convey its significance through interpretive or associative aids, such as commemorative structures, objects, implements and other devices that may be present at the site; and,
(c) The resource must be conspicuous and easily accessible by the general public.

(d) A relocated structure or building will qualify for a Florida Heritage Marker if it retains physical features that were present during the historical period for which it is being recognized and if it meets the other requisite criteria set forth above in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c).

(e) An event that has affected or shaped local, regional or state history normally must have taken place at least thirty years ago to qualify for a Florida Heritage Marker; however, events of extraordinary regional or statewide significance that have taken place within the last thirty years will also qualify for a Florida Heritage Marker.

(f) No individual may be mentioned in a marker text until thirty years after the death of said person or thirty years after the significant event with which that person is associated, except in the case of a deceased person of extraordinary regional or statewide significance, or unless so designated by an act of the Florida Legislature. No persons may be named in the text of an Official State Historic Marker except those related to the historic significance of the resource.

(2) Florida Heritage Landmarks must meet the following additional criteria:

(a) Resources that are more than fifty years old and demonstrate outstanding significance in the areas of architecture, archaeology or history at the regional, state or national level shall be considered for a Florida Heritage Landmark marker. Sites that are less than fifty years old, but are of exceptional importance at the statewide and national level, shall also be considered for a Florida Heritage Landmark marker.

(b) A structure or building that has been moved from its original location shall not be eligible for Florida Heritage Landmark status, unless the relocation was made fifty or more years ago, either prior to or during the period in which said property attained its historical significance; however, buildings or structures moved in the period less than fifty years ago shall be considered eligible if it can be shown that the relocation was made necessary by the threat of condemnation or demolition and where all reasonable attempts have been made to ensure that the new setting of the resource is similar to the original historical setting.

(3) Resources which are important because of their association with historic persons will be considered for eligibility for a Florida Heritage Plaque under the following criteria:

(a) No individual may be mentioned in a plaque text until thirty years after the death of said person or thirty years after the event of significance, except in the case of a deceased person of state or national significance, or unless designated by an act of the Florida Legislature.

(b) The historic activities of said person must be demonstrably important to a locality of the state, region of the state, the state as a whole or the nation.

(c) In general, the plaque should be attached to the building, structure or other resource historically associated with said person, must be conspicuously displayed, easily accessible to and legible by the general public. If, however, attachment of a plaque to a building, structure or other resource will damage the integrity of the resource, then some other means of displaying the plaque in close proximity to the resource will be used.

Rulemaking Authority 267.074 FS. Law Implemented 267.0743, 267.0743 FS. History–New 4-18-95.

1A-48.006 Application Requirements.

(1) Applications for Official Florida Historic Markers may be initiated by departments or agencies of the state government; units of county, municipal or other local governments; corporations, partnerships or other entities, whether public or private or whether for-profit or not-for-profit; or by any individual.

(2) Applications for Official Florida Historic Markers must be made on Form No. HR3E171294, Florida Historic Marker Application, (effective 4-18-95) herein incorporated by reference and available upon request from the Florida Division of Historical Resources, R.A. Gray Building, 500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250.

(3) All materials submitted by applicants for Official Florida Historic Markers become the property of the Department of State.

(4) The Division reserves the right to request clarification of any application. Such request will be made by letter or by telephone call, confirmed by letter within 30 days of receipt of the application by the Division and will indicate the date when clarification is needed.

(5) Applications for Official Florida Historic Markers will be accepted at any time by the Division. The State Historic Marker Council will review applications at least once each calendar quarter. Applications must be received at least seven days in advance of a meeting or telephone conference of the Council.

(6) Submission of an application does not guarantee that a resource, person or event will be recognized by a Florida Historic Marker.

(7) Permission of the owner to place an Official Florida Historic Marker on property of the owner must be secured prior to the final approval of the application.

(8) The applicant must substantiate all historic claims.

(a) If the topic or subject purports to be unique (one of a kind, largest, first, etc.) the submission must include documentation from a recognized independent and authoritative source that validates the claim.

(b) If oral histories are used in the documentation for a marker topic, the application will indicate the medium by which the information was recorded, such as audio tape, video tape or written transcript, and whether or not the recorded information is available for public inspection and use; will provide the name of each interviewer and interviewee; will include the date, place and subject of each interview; and will indicate the location where the recorded data are kept or stored.

Rulemaking Authority 267.074 FS. Law Implemented 267.0743, 267.0743 FS. History–New 4-18-95.

1A-48.007 Application Review.

(1) Upon the receipt of a Florida Historic Marker Application, the Division shall review the application to determine whether the form is complete and accompanied with all necessary documentation. The Division shall make a preliminary determination as to whether the resource for which the application was made meets the criteria of the Florida Historic Marker Program under the level of significance indicated on the application form. The applicant will be informed of any deficiencies in the application.

(2) Each application shall be stamped with the date it was received by the Division, assigned a file identification number and placed in a file folder, which will henceforth contain copies of all correspondence and other documentation related to the marker application.

(3) A computer database log file for all Florida Historic Marker applications will be maintained by the Division in order to more efficiently manage and track marker activities and actions. Each log file will contain the file identification number and other data entered on the Florida Heritage Marker Application form and will indicate the result of any action by the State Historic Marker Council. A printed copy of the log will be made quarterly.

(4) A copy of each complete Florida Historic Marker Application and all relevant supporting documentation will be sent by regular mail to each member of the State Historic Marker Council. In the event of an emergency meeting or telephone conference where there is not sufficient time for Council members to receive applications by mail, applications may be sent to each member by facsimile (fax) machine.

(5) The Council shall evaluate each application for a Florida Historic Marker based on the following criteria:

(a) Level of significance;

(b) Integrity of the property;

(c) Public accessibility to the site.

(6) Council members will provide the Division with written comments on the eligibility of a resource to receive a Florida Historic Marker within 30 days of receipt of a marker application in lieu of a formal meeting of the Council. Such written comments should follow any telephone correspondence or conference within seven days.

(7) Applicants for markers shall be notified by the Division of the Council action by regular mail within fourteen days of said action.

(8) The creation and placement of markers shall be funded in accordance with section 267.061(3)(n)10., F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 267.074 FS. Law Implemented 267.0743, 267.0743 FS. History–New 4-18-95.

1A-48.008 State Historic Marker Council.

Rulemaking Authority 120.053, 267.061(3) FS. Law Implemented 267.061(3)(n)7. FS. History–New 4-18-95, Repealed 12-18-95.
1A-48.009 Withdrawal of Designation; Disposition of Markers.

(1) The Division shall withdraw the marker designation and repossess any marker if it is determined by the Division that a site has lost its historical significance, integrity or public access.

(2) A marker placed to recognize any resource will remain with that resource and may not be removed or displayed elsewhere, except with written permission from the Division. In the event of transfer of ownership of the property on which a marker has been placed, the new owner must give permission for a marker to remain on the property. If a resource is destroyed or substantially altered, so that it loses the characteristics which qualified it for marking initially, the marker shall be returned to the Division. If at any time, an owner of a property where a marker is placed does not desire to retain the marker, the marker shall be returned to the Division.

(3) The Division shall withdraw the marker designation and repossess a marker if it is subject to regular or frequent vandalism, damage or destruction, so as to constitute an unusual maintenance problem or public hazard.

(4) When replacement of a marker becomes necessary because it has been damaged or stolen, or because it contains factual errors, the new marker will meet the criteria in effect at the time of the replacement.

(5) Properties marked with Official Florida Historic Markers prior to the effective date of this rule are considered eligible for designation and are not required to reapply for designation in the event of damage to the marker. Replacement markers, however, will meet design specification for Florida Historic Markers in effect at the time of replacement. Applicants for replacement markers must bear the costs of the markers or may be eligible for competitive grants.

Rulemaking Authority 267.074 FS. Law Implemented 267.0743, 267.0743 FS. History–New 4-18-95.
