CHAPTER 20-37

DETERMINING GRADE OF FRESH CITRUS FRUIT
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20-37.001 Authorized Inspectors.

All sampling and testing required by law and Department of Citrus rules, and the inspection of all fresh citrus fruit shall be performed by authorized agents or inspectors of the Division of Fruit and Vegetables, Florida Department of Agriculture.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11 FS. Law Implemented 601.27 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.04(1), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-37.01, Amended 8-30-95.

20-37.002 Sampling.

The inspector shall draw representative samples from packed boxes or bags, from bins, or from conveyors leading from grading belt to packing bins. Samples shall consist of not less than 25, nor more than 100 citrus fruit from each lot to be graded.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.24, 601.25 FS. Law Implemented 601.24 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.04(2), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-37.02.

20-37.003 Information to Be Furnished Inspectors. 

Packing houses shall furnish inspectors with the lot numbers of all fruit received together with the number of boxes, or equivalent, in each lot and the location of each lot within the packing house. This information shall be given to the inspector each day in the form of a memorandum indicating the lot or lots in consecutive order schedules to be run during the day. The packing house shall notify inspectors of the beginning and completion of running of each lot. Should there be two or more lots run simultaneously it shall be the duty of the packing house to furnish the inspector with full information as to the source of the several lots of fruit and the number of boxes in each lot.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.36, 601.38 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.04(3), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-37.03.

20-37.004 Testing.

(1) The inspector shall test the samples selected for the purpose of determining grade, by considering such factors as shape, size, color, discoloration, scab, scale, scars, texture of skin, and its condition as to maturity, juiciness, dryness, firmness, flabbiness, sponginess, absence or presence of decay, freeze damage, serious damage by the occurrence of freezing temperatures as defined in law, injury, disease, parasitic growths, moisture, withering, or any other deteriorating factors which may have occurred, developed or progressed before or since said fruit was harvested, including any defect or injury affecting the appearance, edible or shipping quality of the fruit.

(2) The inspector shall make notes of any defects found in the fruit, and the quality of grade and condition thereof, according to the definitions of terms, specifications and tolerances as set forth in Department of Citrus Chapter 20-35, F.A.C., and shall score and tabulate the same on back of the original Certificate of Inspection, or on notesheets attached thereto, based upon the notes of said inspection.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.24 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.04(4), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-37.04.

20-37.005 Certificates of Grade Inspection. 

Certificates of grade inspection of all citrus fruits shall be issued by inspectors of the Division of Fruit and Vegetables in the form as prescribed by the Department of Agriculture.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.46(1), 601.9901 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.04(5), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-37.05, Amended 8-30-95.

20-37.006 Certificates of Grade Inspection under PIQ Program. 

Packinghouses approved by the United States Department of Agriculture and the Florida Department of Agriculture, Division of Fruit & Vegetables to operate under the PIQ (Partners in Quality) Program, shall comply with all provisions of this chapter except that issuance of certificates of grade inspection shall be in a manner prescribed by “Specifications for PIQ Program Quality Assurance Systems” dated 6-14-95, incorporated herein by reference.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.27, 601.46(1), 601.9901 FS. History–New 8-30-95.
