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20-72.003 Procedures for Determining Grades.

The sampling and testing procedures to determine the grade of processed citrus products, shall follow as closely as possible the procedures used by the Processed Products Branch, Fruit and Vegetable Division, United States Department of Agriculture, incorporated by reference in “Methods to Determine Compliance,” Department of Citrus Rule Chapter 20-14, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.24 FS. Law Implemented 601.11, 601.24 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.20(2), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.03, Amended 10-29-95.

20-72.004 Accessibility of Product.

The processor shall make all lots available for the drawing of representative samples.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.24 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.24 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.20(4), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.04.

20-72.005 Where Issued.

Certificates of grade inspection shall be issued only in a registered processing plant which holds a currently valid certificate of registration, or at such other places as the Department of Agriculture may designate.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.02(4), (5), 601.39, 601.41 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.22(2), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.05.

20-72.006 Hours of Inspection.

Inspection service for processed citrus products shall be made available by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services upon request of the processor, without regard to the limitation of hours applying in the case of fresh citrus fruits. With the exception of approved plants which operate under the Florida Quality Systems Certification Program pursuant to Rule 20-64.025, F.A.C., no citrus fruits or products shall be processed except in the presence of an inspector or with his previous consent.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.02(4), (5), 601.10(7), 601.27, 601.31 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.22(3), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.06, Amended 3-26-06.

20-72.007 Records on Additives Available to Inspectors.

Inspectors shall have free access, upon demand, to any processing plant’s inventory records, receiving records and usage records pertaining to additives of any kind, including sugar and other sweeteners, citric acid and other edible fruit acids. Inspectors shall have the right of access to all areas where these ingredients are stored, for the purpose of making physical inventory.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.11 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.69(1), 601.70 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.20(5), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.07.

20-72.008 Form of Certificate of Grade Inspection.

Certificates of grade inspection for certifying the grade of processed citrus products for which state standards have been established by the Department of Citrus, shall be in the form as prescribed by the Department of Agriculture or its agents.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), 601.9901 FS. Law Implemented 601.9901 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.22(4), Revised 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.08.

20-72.009 Alternate Proof of Inspection.

Subject to limitations prescribed by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services or its authorized agents, the fact of inspection for each shipment of processed citrus products may be shown by appropriate means on the manifest or bill of lading in lieu of the certification of grade inspection required to accompany each shipment. Provided, however, an inspector may issue a certificate of processor grade when processed citrus products are transferred in bulk as specified in Rule 20-71.005, F.A.C. Such bulk product will be inspected and/or re-graded before final shipment from a receiving registered citrus processing facility. Once a bulk citrus product has been inspected, if the product is not further processed and is transported and/or stored by third parties and the chain of custody of the processed citrus product is maintained, subsequent manifests may indicate the prior inspection and/or grade for transportation purposes. Provided, however, that the manifests clearly state that grade is certified as processor grade. This provision shall not affect the requirements of the USDA Inspection and Grading Service or the terms of individual contracts, which may, under specific facts and circumstances, require additional inspections and/or grading of previously graded product to maintain grade certification.

Rulemaking Authority 601.49, 601.51 FS. Law Implemented 601.49, 601.51 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.22(5), Revised 1-1-75, Formerly 20-72.09, Amended 4-26-01, 1-1-03.

20-72.010 Issuance of Certificates Under FQSC Program.

Certificates of inspection and certificates of grade issued at approved FQSC Program plants must be issued pursuant to the terms of the “Florida Quality Systems Certification Program – Program Description and Guidelines” published by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, dated 1-17-06, which is incorporated herein by reference under the terms of Rule 20-64.025, F.A.C., and shall be on forms prescribed by the Florida Department of Citrus.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11, 601.28, 601.9901 FS. Law Impremented 601.27, 601.9901 FS. History–New 3-26-06.
