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20-81.001 Purpose of Program.

The program is designed to provide support for the advertising and merchandising of fresh and processed citrus products in retail stores and food service outlets through the execution of contracts for advertising and merchandising services. For purposes of this program, such contracts shall be referred to as “VAP Agreements.”

Specific Authority 601.15 FS. Law Implemented 601.15 FS. History–New 3-12-92, Amended 10-22-95.

20-81.002 Product Eligibility.

(1) To be eligible under this program, product advertised or merchandised in the United States and Canada (hereinafter referred to as “domestic market”) must be identified as follows:

(a) Fresh citrus fruit promotional activities must be identified with one or more of the following: the word “Florida” or the name of a Florida citrus production area defined in Section 601.091, F.S., or; separate and apart from a brand name a registered certification mark of the Florida Department of Citrus.

(b) Processed citrus fruit products promoted must be licensed to use either the Florida Sunshine Tree certification mark or Florida’s Seal of Approval certification mark, and actually bear one or both of these marks. Juice squeezed from Florida citrus fruit on the premises of a retail or food service outlet must be identified with the word “Florida.”

(2) To be eligible under this program, fresh and processed product advertised or merchandised outside the domestic market must be produced in Florida or made wholly from Florida grown product and the promotional activities must clearly identify the promoted product as from Florida.

Specific Authority 601.15 FS. Law Implemented 601.15 FS. History–New 3-12-92, Repromulgated 10-22-95.

20-81.003 Participant Eligibility.

To be eligible for participation and receive support under this program a participant must promote or sell eligible product in a retail or food service outlet.

Specific Authority 601.15 FS. Law Implemented 601.15 FS. History–New 3-12-92, Amended 10-22-95.

20-81.004 Performance Requirements.

To qualify for support from Department, participants must negotiate a VAP agreement with Department. Participants must conduct advertising or merchandising activities, or both, to promote eligible product in accordance with VAP agreement. All such agreements shall incorporate these rules into the VAP Agreement by reference, specify what performance is required, what proof of performance will qualify, the term for completion of performance, the support to be received in consideration of performance, who is to receive the support.

Specific Authority 601.15 FS. Law Implemented 601.15 FS. History–New 3-12-92, Amended 10-22-95.

20-81.005 Proof of Performance; Claim for Payment.

Any claim from participant for support from Department shall be on Value-Added Promotion Program Agreement/Invoice form CIT/MKTG/VAP1 Rev. 8/1/95, incorporated herein by reference, furnished by the Department. Claims shall be in sufficient detail to allow for proper post audit and pre-audit thereof and shall have the following items attached:

(1) Proof that product promoted is eligible product as provided in Rule 20-81.002, F.A.C.

(2) Proof of advertising or merchandising activities for Florida and/or Florida Quality products described in VAP Agreement such as photos, tear sheets, slicks, scripts, station affidavits or other competent proof that performance was rendered.

Specific Authority 601.15 FS. Law Implemented 601.15 FS. History–New 3-12-92, Amended 10-22-95.

20-81.006 Failure to Perform under VAP Agreement.

If participant fails to perform in accordance with VAP Agreement or otherwise fails to properly file claim, Department shall notify participant and give participant a reasonable opportunity to comply with agreement. If participant fails to comply, Department shall not be liable for any support to participant.

Specific Authority 601.15 FS. Law Implemented 601.15 FS. History–New 3-12-92, Amended 10-22-95.

