CHAPTER 28-26

LAND PLANNING – PART V
BOUNDARY AND PRINCIPLES FOR GUIDING DEVELOPMENT
FOR THE GREEN SWAMP AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN
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28-26.001 Purpose.

Pursuant to Section 7, Article II, of the Florida Constitution, and Section 380.05, F.S., it is the purpose of these rules to define the boundary of the Green Swamp Area of Critical State Concern and to provide principles for guiding development within the critical area in order to conserve and protect the natural environmental and economic resources and public facilities within the Green Swamp Critical Area and ecologically linked areas.

Rulemaking Authority 380.05(1) FS. Law Implemented 380.05 FS. History–New 7-25-74, Formerly 22F-5.01, 27F-5.01, 27F-5.001.

28-26.002 Boundary.

The following area is hereby designated as the Green Swamp Area of Critical State Concern:

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land situated, lying and being in Lake and Polk Counties in the State of Florida being more particularly bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point in Polk County in Section 12, Township 27 South, Range 23 East, which point is the point of intersection of the south boundary line of the northernmost quarter-section of said Section 12 and the east, right-of-way line of United States Route 98 (State Road 700), and running thence:

(1) In a northerly direction along the easterly right-of-way line of United States Route 98, a distance of approximately 7.65 miles, to the point of intersection of United States Route 98 with the west boundary line of Section 16 in Township 26 South, Range 23 East; thence

(2) North along the west boundary of Sections 16, 9 and 4 in Township 26 South, Range 23 East a distance of 2.75 miles more or less; thence

(3) North along the west boundary of Sections 33, 28, 21, 16 and 9 in Township 25 South, Range 23 East to a point in the thread of the Withlacoochee River, which point is the boundary between Polk County and Sumter County, a distance of 4.5 miles more or less; thence

(4) In an easterly direction along the thread of the Withlacoochee River to a point, which point is the point of intersection of the thread of the Withlacoochee River and the north boundary line of Section 18, Township 25 South, Range 24 East; thence

(5) East along the north boundary line of Sections 18, 17 and 16 in Township 25 South, Range 24 East, a distance of 2.75 miles more or less; thence

(6) North along the west boundary line of Sections 10 and 3 in Township 25 South, Range 24 East, a distance of two miles, to a point of intersection of the north boundary of Polk County and the south boundary of Lake County; thence

(7) In Lake County, still north along the west boundary line of Sections 34, 27 and 22 in Township 24 South, Range 24 East, a distance of three (3) miles; thence

(8) Turning and running east along the north boundary line of Section 22 in Township 24 South, Range 24 East, to the point of intersection of the north boundary line of said Section 22 and the westerly right-of-way line of the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad; thence

(9) Northwesterly along the westerly right-of-way line of the Seabord Coast Line Railroad to a point in the north boundary line of Section 4, in Township 24 South, Range 24 East, a distance of 3.5 miles, more or less; thence

(10) Turning and running west along the boundary between Townships 23 and 24 South, which boundary is the south boundary line of Sections 33 and 32 in Township 23 South, Range 24 East; thence

(11) Turning and running north along the west boundary of Section 32 in Township 23 South, Range 24 East, a distance of one mile; thence

(12) Turning and running east along the north boundary line of Sections 32 and 33 in Township 23 South, Range 24 East to a point in the westerly right-of-way line of the Seabord Coast Line Railroad; thence

(13) Turning and running northwesterly along the westerly right-of-way line of Seaboard Coast Line Railroad to a point, which point is in the boundary between Ranges 23 East and 24 East, which point is also in the west boundary of Section 31 in Township 22 South, Range 24 East, a distance of six miles more or less; thence

(14) Turning and running north along the boundary between Range 23 East and Range 24 East to a point in the southerly right-of-way line of the Seabord Coast Line Railroad, a distance of 3.25 miles, more or less; thence

(15) Turning and running east along the south right-of-way line of said Seaboard Coast Line Railroad to a point in the east boundary line of Section 16 in Township 22 South, Range 24 East; thence

(16) Turning and running south along the east boundary line of Section 16, in Township 22 South, Range 24 East, a distance of one-half mile, more or less; thence

(17) Turning and running east along the north boundary line of Section 22 in Township 22 South, Range 24 East, a distance of one mile; thence

(18) Turning and running south along the east boundary line of Section 22 in Township 22 South, Range 24 East, a distance of one mile; thence

(19) Turning and running east along the north boundary line of Sections 26 and 25 in Township 22 South, Range 24 East and Section 30 in Township 22 South, Range 25 East, a distance of three miles; thence

(20) Turning and running north along the west boundary of Section 20, Township 22 South, Range 25 East to a point in the south right-of-way line of State Road 50, a distance of one-half mile, more or less; thence

(21) Turning and running east along the south right-of-way line of State Road 50 to a point in Section 23, Township 22 South, Range 25 East, which point is the point of intersection of State Road 50 and the east boundary of the canal which connects Lake Minnehaha and Lake Minneola; thence

(22) Turning and running south along the eastern bank of said canal and continuing south along the eastern shore of Lake Palatlakaha to a point in the westerly right-of-way line of State Road 561, a distance of one-half mile, more or less; thence

(23) Southerly along the westerly right-of-way line of State Road 561 to a point in Section 11, Township 23 South, Range 25 East, which point is the point of intersection of State Road 561 and State Road 565B, a distance of 3.5 miles more or less; thence

(24) Turning and running west along the north right-of-way line of State Road 565B to a point in the west boundary line of Section 11 in Township 23 South, Range 25 East, a distance of one-quarter mile, more or less; thence

(25) South along the west boundary line of Sections 11 and 14 Township 23 South, Range 25 East, a distance of 1.5 miles, more or less; thence

(26) East along the south boundary line of Sections 14 and 13 in Township 23 South, Range 25 East, a distance of two miles; thence

(27) North along the west boundary line of Sections 18 and 7 in Township 23 South, Range 26 East, to a point in the north right-of-way line of Hull Road, which is depicted on the February 1969 edition of the Florida State Road Department General Highway Map of Lake County as a graded and drained road skirting the south end of Lake Susan while running approximately along the north boundary line of Section 12 in Township 23 South, Range 25 East; thence

(28) Turning and running west along the north right-of-way line of Hull Road a distance of one-half mile, more or less, to a point in Section 12, Township 23 South, Range 25 East, which point is the intersection of the north right-of-way line of Hull Road with the East right-of-way line of Lake Shore Road, which is depicted on the February 1969 edition of the Florida State Road Department General Highway map of Lake County as a paved road running west and then north of Lake Susan; thence

(29) Turning and running north, then easterly, along the easterly, then southerly, right-of-way line of Lake Shore Road a distance of 1.5 miles, more or less, to a point in Section 6, Township 23 South, Range 26 East, which point is the intersection of the southerly right-of-way line of Lake Shore Road with the west right-of-way line of Lake Louisa Road, which is depicted on the February 1969 edition of the Florida State Road Department General Highway Map of Lake County as a bituminous road running in a north-south direction to the east of Lake Susan and skirting the northeast shoreline of Lake Louisa; thence

(30) Turning and running south, then southeasterly, along the westerly right-of-way line of Lake Louisa Road to a point in Section 16, Township 23 South, Range 26 East, which point is the intersection of the westerly right-of-way line of Lake Louisa Road with the west right-of-way line of United States Route 27 (State Road 25), a distance of four miles, more or less; thence

(31) South along the west right-of-way line of United States Route 27 in Lake and Polk Counties to a point in the south boundary line of Section 8 in Township 27 South, Range 27 East, a distance of approximately 26 miles; thence

(32) Turning and running west along the south boundary line of Sections 8 and 7 in Township 27 South, Range 27 East, a distance of 1.25 miles, more or less; thence

(33) West along the south boundary line of Section 12 in Township 27 South, Range 26 East, to a point, which point is the southwest corner of the aforesaid Section 12; thence

(34) Turning and running south along the west boundary line of Section 13 in Township 27 South, Range 26 East, to the point of intersection of the west boundary line of Section 13 in Township 27 South, Range 26 East and the north shoreline of Lake Lowery; thence

(35) Turning and running east, south and west along the shoreline of Lake Lowery to its point of intersection with the east boundary line of Section 23 in Township 27 South, Range 26 East; thence

(36) Turning and running south along the east boundary line of Section 23 in Township 27 South, Range 26 East to the southeast corner of the aforesaid Section 23; thence

(37) Turning and running west from the southeast corner of Section 23 in Township 27 South, Range 26 East, along the south boundary lines of Sections 23, 22, 21, 20 and 19 and continuing to a point on the southern boundary line of Section 24 in Township 27 South, Range 25 East, which is one-half mile west of the southeastern corner of said Section 24, a distance of 5.5 miles; thence

(38) North along the west boundary line of the east half-section of Section 24 in Township 27 South, Range 25 East, a distance of one-half mile; thence.

(39) West along the north boundary line of the south half-section of Section 24 in Township 27 South, Range 25 East, a distance of one-half mile; thence

(40) North along the west boundary line of Section 24 in Township 27 South, Range 25 East, a distance of one-half mile; thence

(41) West along the north boundary line of Sections 23 and 22 in Township 27 South, Range 25 East, to a point where said boundary line intersects the northeasterly right-of-way line of State Road 559, a distance of 1.2 miles, more or less; thence

(42) West, then north, along the north, then east, right-of-way line of State Road 559 to a point in Section 10, Township 27 South, Range 25 East, which point is the intersection of the east right-of-way line of State Road 559 and the east right-of-way line of State Road 559A, a distance of 1.6 miles, more or less; thence

(43) Northerly along the east right-of-way line of State Road 559A to a point in Section 3, Township 27 South, Range 25 East, which point is the intersection of the east right-of-way line of State Road 559A and the north right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 4 (State Road 400), a distance of one mile, more or less; thence

(44) Turning and running west, then southwesterly, along the north right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 4 to a point where said right-of-way intersects the south boundary line of Section 10 in Township 27 South, Range 24 East, a distance of 5.8 miles, more or less; thence

(45) West along the south boundary line of Sections 10, 9, and 8, in Township 27 South, Range 24 East, a distance of 2.7 miles, more or less; thence

(46) South along the east boundary line of Section 18 in Township 27 South, Range 24 East, a distance of one mile; thence

(47) West along the south boundary line of Section 18 in Township 27 South, Range 24 East, a distance of one mile; thence

(48) North along the east boundary line of Sections 13 and 12 in Township 27 South, Range 23 East, to the southeastern corner of the northern one-half of the northeastern quarter-section of said Section 12, a distance of 1.75 miles; thence

(49) West along the south boundary line of the northern halves of the northeastern and northwestern quarter-sections of Section 12 in Township 27 South, Range 23 East, to the point of beginning.

Specifically excluding and exempting herefrom the following:

(1) Lake Louisa State Park

(2) The south half of Sections 28 and 29 and all of Sections 32 and 33 in Township 26 South, Range 25 East.

Rulemaking Authority 380.05(1), (12) FS. Law Implemented 380.05 FS. History–New 7-25-74, Formerly 22F-5.02, Amended 11-18-79, Formerly 27F-5.02, 27F-5.002.

28-26.003 Principles for Guiding Development.

(1) Objectives to Be Achieved

(a) Minimize the adverse impacts of development on resources of the Floridan Aquifer, wetlands, and flood-detention areas.

(b) Protect the normal quantity, quality and flow of ground water and surface water which are necessary for the protection of resources of state and regional concern.

(c) Protect the water available for aquifer recharge.

(d) Protect the functions of the Green Swamp Potentiometric High of the Floridan Aquifer.

(e) Protect the normal supply of ground and surface water.

(f) Prevent further salt-water intrusion into the Floridan Aquifer.

(g) Protect or improve existing ground and surface-water quality.

(h) Protect the water-retention capabilities of wetlands.

(i) Protect the biological-filtering capabilities of wetlands.

(j) Protect the natural flow regime of drainage basins.

(k) Protect the design capacity of flood-detention areas and the water-management objectives of these areas through the maintenance of hydrologic characteristics of drainage basins.

	
	(2) Elements 
	

	
	Requiring 
	Regulatory 

	
	Regulation 
	Guidelines 

	
	(a) Site Platting 
	The platting of land should be permitted only when such platting commits development to a pattern which will not result in the alteration of the natural surface water flow regime and which will not reduce the natural recharge rate of the platted site.

	
	(b) Site Alteration 
	Site alteration should be permitted only when such alteration will not adversely affect the natural surface-water flow regime or natural recharge capabilities of the site. Site alteration should be permitted only when such alteration will not cause siltation of wetlands or reduce the natural retention and filtering capabilities of wetlands. All site alteration activities should provide for water retention and settling facilities; should maintain an overall site runoff equivalent to the natural flow regime prior to alteration and should maintain a runoff rate which does not cause erosion.

	
	(c) Soils 
	All soil exposed as a result of site alteration or development activities should be located and stabilized in a manner to prevent the alteration of the natural flow regime. All soil exposed as a result of site alteration or development activities should be restored with suitable vegetation.

	
	(d) Ground Water 
	Ground water withdrawal should not exceed the safe yield per acre as determined by the Southwest Florida Water Management District, or its successor agency.

	
	(e) Storm-Water 
	Storm-water runoff should be released into the wetlands in a manner approximating the natural flow regime.

	
	(f) Solid Waste 
	Solid waste disposal facilities should be located in areas and operated in a manner that will not adversely affect the ground-water system.

	
	(g) Structures 
	Structures should be placed in a manner that will not adversely affect the natural flow regime and which will not reduce the recharge capabilities. Placement of structures should be consistent with sound flood plain management practices such as compliance with the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973.


 Rulemaking Authority 380.05(1) FS. Law Implemented 380.05 FS. History–New 7-25-74, Formerly 22F-5.03, 27F-5.03, 27F-5.003.

28-26.004 Administration.

(1) All land-development regulations adopted pursuant to these guidelines should be administered by the local government.

(2) To the extent possible, local regulations, as required by Section 380.05(5), F.S., should be performance oriented, and should differentiate between the natural development suitability of the wetlands, flatwoods and uplands.

Rulemaking Authority 380.05(1) FS. Law Implemented 380.05 FS. History–New 7-25-74, Formerly 22F-5.04, 27F-5.04, 27F-5.004.
