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29I-1.001 Name and Scope.

The name of this agency is the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC, or “Council”), a voluntary association of counties and cities formed as of November 8, 1973, under the laws of Florida and comprising the 9th Comprehensive Regional Planning District as provided for by the Florida Statutes.

Rulemaking Authority 186.502, 186.504(6), 186.505(2) FS. Law Implemented 186.504 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Formerly 29I-1.01, Amended 5-14-09.
29I-1.002 Purpose.

(1) Purpose. The purposes of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council shall be:

(a) To provide a means to permit local governmental units to make the most efficient use of their powers to cooperate for mutual advantages in order to provide services and facilities that will accord best with geographic, economic, social, land use, transportation, public safety resources and other factors influencing the needs and development of local communities within Planning District No. 9;

(b) To serve as a regional coordinator for the local governmental units comprising the planning district;

(c) To exchange information on and review programs of region concerns;

(d) To promote communication between the local governments for the conservation and compatible development of the Southwest Region;

(e) To cooperate with Federal, State and local government and non-government agencies to accomplish regional objectives; and

(f) To do all things authorized for a Regional Planning Agency under Chapters 163, 186 and 380, F.S., and other applicable Florida, Federal and Local Laws, rules and regulations.

(2) Mission. It is the mission of the Council:

To work together across neighboring communities to consistently protect and improve the unique and relatively unspoiled character of the physical, economic and social worlds we share for the benefit of our future generations.

Rulemaking Authority 186.505(1) FS. Law Implemented 186.502 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 7-18-82, Formerly 29I-1.02, Amended 5-7-92, 5-14-09.
29I-1.003 Staff Functions; General Description.

The Council shall appoint an Executive Director who shall have the responsibility for the general management of the affairs of the Council, subject to the governing laws of the State and such regulations as may be adopted by the Council. 

(1) The Executive Director shall annually prepare a budget for the Council and transmit the Council’s budget request to the member governmental units. 

(2) The Executive Director shall be responsible for the general management of the Council’s office, for assisting the Secretary of the Council in the recording and maintenance of Council minutes and other documents of record, for any moneys received on behalf of the Council, for the keeping of financial statements in such form and in accordance with such procedures as shall be required by the Treasurer.
(3) The Executive Director may appoint and discharge any employee or subordinates in accordance with the policies of the Council and applicable Federal and Florida Statutes and regulations, and shall fix compensation within such limits as may be provided by the approved Council budget.

(4) The Executive Director may make agreements on behalf of the Council in performing the duties entrusted to him/her and shall attest all necessary instruments.

Rulemaking Authority 186.505(1), 186.505(4) FS. Law Implemented 186.505 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Formerly 29I-1.03, Amended 5-7-92, 5-14-09.
29I-1.004 Council Membership and Appointments, Term of Service, Vacancies, Removal from Office.

(1) Membership and Appointments.

(a) The Council shall include the Counties of Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee and Sarasota, each of which shall be represented on the Council by two voting representatives appointed by their respective Board of County Commissioners.

(b) All municipalities within each county shall select one representative of one of the municipalities within the county who will be a voting representative.

(c) Further, each city has the option to be a member local government and to appoint one representative from the city’s governing board; cities taking this option shall not participate in the process in paragraph (b) above.

(d) The representative(s) to the Council from each member local government shall be the elected chief representative of said local government or a member of its governing body chosen by such body to be its representative.
(e) Changes in membership provisions shall require a two thirds vote of the members.

(2) Terms of Service.

(a) Council members shall serve, and may be reappointed, at the pleasure of the appointing authority for terms not to exceed 3 years.

(b) Member governments may appoint alternate representative(s) to the Council. Alternate representative(s) shall be the chief elected official of said local government or a member of its governing body chosen by such body to be its alternate representative.

(3) Vacancies.

Any vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the initial appointment.

(4) Removal from Service.

Should a Council member have three consecutive unexplained absences from regular Council meetings, the Council shall so advise the appropriate appointing authority and request another appointment. Voting representatives will continue to occupy their offices until the Council is notified in writing of their replacement.

Rulemaking Authority 186.502, 186.505(1) FS. Law Implemented 186.504 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 2-20-77, 7-18-82, Formerly 29I-1.04, Amended 5-4-88, 3-1-95, 5-14-09.
29I-1.005 Officers, Term, Duties, Committees.

(1) The regular January monthly meeting shall include electing from the regular membership officers with duties as follows:

(a) Chair – The Chair shall be the Chief Executive Officer, responsible for executing contracts for the Council, for overseeing the organization of the work of the Council, for seeing that all policy decisions of the Council are carried out, and for such other executive level functions as the Council shall assign. Except as provided for elsewhere, the Chair shall serve as a non-voting member of each advisory committee.

(b) Vice-Chair – The Vice-Chair shall act for the Chair in his/her absence, or in the event of the Chair’s inability to act, perform all the functions of the Chair.

(c) Secretary – The Secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the Council, keep and distribute the minutes of the meetings, be custodian of the records and seal, keep the roll of all members, and discharge such other duties as may be assigned by the Chair or the members. The Executive Director shall serve as deputy to the Secretary.

(d) Treasurer – The Treasurer shall supervise the financial affairs of the Council, including recommending designation of checking and savings account depositories, and perform such other duties as usually pertain to that office. Except as provided for elsewhere, each negotiable check or warrant shall bear the signature of the Treasurer.

(2) Each officer so elected shall serve one (1) year or until re-elected or a successor is elected.

(3) A Nominating Committee comprised of at least three (3) Council members, each from a different County shall be appointed by the Chair at the regular December meeting of the Council for the purpose of proposing candidates for all offices for the following year. Additional nominations may be made by any Council member at the January monthly meeting. Newly elected officers shall be declared to be installed following their election at the January monthly meeting and shall assume the duties of office upon adjournment of said meeting.

(4) Standing and Special Committees.

The Council is empowered to designate and appoint standing committees, study groups, boards, and consultants consisting of members or non-members as the Council determines are essential or desirable to carry out its policies and objectives. The Council is empowered to direct the Executive Director to assign staff to support such standing committees, study groups, boards and consultants to carry out the Council’s policies and objectives. The Chair may appoint such special Advisory Committees consisting of members or non-members as he/she deems necessary or expedient to assist the Council and staff from time to time. Standing Committee members shall serve for terms of one (1) year. Special advisory committee members shall serve for the same period as the appointing Chair. All Committee actions shall be advisory only to the Council. The Council may, however, delegate certain specific administrative and review prerogatives to a committee in order to expedite the Council’s work.

Rulemaking Authority 186.505 FS. Law Implemented 186.505 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 2-20-77, Formerly 29I-1.05, Amended 5-14-09.
29I-1.006 Conduct of Meetings.

(1) The Council shall hold regular monthly meetings at a time and place to be determined by the membership prior to adjournment of the previous meeting or by the Chair in the absence of such determination. A monthly meeting may be waived by a majority of the Council. Business to have been conducted at the waived meeting shall be considered at the next successive monthly meeting.

(2) Special meetings of the Council may be called by the Chair at his/her discretion or when requested by six (6) voting members.

(3) Voting.

(a) Council members must be present to vote. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the total voting membership of the Council, representing at least four (4) of the Counties. When a quorum is present, a majority of those present may take action on matters properly presented at the meeting. Members present shall vote on each question presented to the Council unless they disqualify themselves. Business shall be transacted only at regular or special called meetings and shall be duly recorded in the minutes thereof.

(b) As permitted by Florida Statutes, Council members are present at a meeting when participating through interactive video and telephone systems. 

(4) Minutes.

(a) The Council shall record minutes of its proceedings and official actions in the office of the Council.

(b) The minutes of prior meetings approved by a majority of the members present, shall become the official minutes.

(c) Each resolution shall be signed by the presiding officer at the meeting and by the Executive Director and entered in the minutes.

(5) Rules of Debate.

(a) Chair Participation: The presiding Chair shall not be deprived of any rights and privileges of a Council member by reason of being the presiding Chair, but may move or second a motion only after the gavel has been passed to the Vice-Chair or another member of the Council.

(b) Form of Address: Members shall address only the presiding officer for recognition; shall confine themselves to the question under debate; and shall avoid personalities and indecorous language.

(c) The Question: Upon the closing of debate the Chair shall call the question by voice or roll call vote. Members may give a brief statement or file a written explanation of their vote.

(6) Amending the Agenda.

If a subject is not on the Agenda it may be added by motion and a majority vote that the subject should not be delayed until the next meeting.

(7) DRI Recommendations.

(a) When the Council is considering the recommendations it shall make to a local government, the Council, in addition to its normal staff presentation, shall allow limited presentations by the following: the developer; the adjacent or contiguous city and county involved; technical consultants to the Council; and members of the public, who shall be required to submit a “Request to Speak” form. The applicant may request additional time for presentation. The Chair may limit or restrict the time available for any presentation. Any Council member may ask the developer, or any person present, specific questions concerning specific issues of the proposed development.

(b) The Council may close debate by a majority vote of the members present.

(8) Voting shall be by voice, but members shall have their votes recorded in the minutes if they so desire. A roll call vote shall be held upon proper motion. All other questions of procedure shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.

(9) Staff memoranda and committee resolutions, minutes and reports are prepared for the purpose of providing the Council with the basic information it requires to make decisions. Such staff memoranda and committee resolutions, minutes and reports are advisory only and not final actions or conclusions of the Council itself. The Council shall release all such data to the chief executive officer of each member governmental unit upon his request.

(10) All official meetings of the Council shall be open to the public as required by Florida Sunshine Laws, Chapter 286, F.S., and shall meet the requirements of the applicable sections of the Florida Administrative Procedures Act, Chapter 120, F.S. The Council shall give seven (7) days notice of meetings and workshops, in addition to any other notices as required by Florida Statutes.

Rulemaking Authority 186.505(1) FS. Law Implemented 186.505 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 2-20-77, 7-18-82, Formerly 29I-1.06, Amended 5-7-92, 5-14-09.

29I-1.007 Budget and Finances.

(1) The Council shall cause to be prepared and shall adopt on or before August 15 of each year a budget for the development and implementation of the planning and development programs by such means and through such agencies as the Council shall determine and shall certify a copy thereof to the Clerk of the governing body of each local government that is a member established through paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection 29I-1.004(1), F.A.C., above. Upon approval thereof by the governing body each member local government shall include in its annual budget and cause the levy of a millage sufficient to produce the amount necessary to fund its proportionate share of the Council’s total budget for the District, which, beyond minimums for individual membership established by the Council, bears the same ratio to the total budget as the population of each member unit bears to the total population of the District, all as determined annually by official population forecasts by the state of Florida for the year preceding each budget determination.

(2) The fiscal year of the Council shall commence on the first day of October of each year and end on the last day of September of the following year.

(3) The Council shall have the right to receive and accept in furtherance of its functions, funds, grants and services from Federal, State and Local Governments or their agencies and from private and community sources, and to expend therefrom such sums of money as shall be deemed necessary from time to time for the attainment of its objectives.

(4) Services Charges. The Council may establish fees for its services reasonably related to the general cost of providing such service including but not limited to the processing of Applications for Developments of Regional Impact.

(5) The Council shall maintain bank accounts, including, but not limited to, checking and savings accounts, and to do those things generally authorized by law for such public authorities.

(6) Designation of Authorized Fiscal Signatures. Each check or warrant issued by the Council shall be co-signed by one of two designated Council officers and by one of two designated Council employees in the following manner:

(a) Authorized Council Officers. Treasurer, or in his absence, a voting member designated by the Council.

(b) Authorized Council Employees. Executive Director, or in his absence, the Director of Planning, shall verify that budgeting provisions have been made therefor, and that quid pro quo has been received and shall have the check or warrant prepared.

All such Officers or Employees of the Council to whom authority to receive and disburse funds has been delegated shall be sufficiently bonded under a general fidelity bond to be paid by the Council.

(7) The Council shall prepare or cause to be prepared annually a report of its activities for the preceding fiscal year, to include an independently audited financial statement. The annual report shall be officially presented to the Council at its Annual Meeting.

(8) Council members shall receive no compensation for their services but shall be reimbursed for travel expenses incurred while engaged in specific, authorized activities on behalf of the Council.

Rulemaking Authority 120.53(1) FS. Law Implemented 120.53(1), 186.502, 163.01 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 7-18-82, Formerly 29I-1.07, Amended 5-4-88.

29I-1.008 Responsibilities and Authority.

The Council shall exercise all powers granted to regional planning councils, or regional planning agencies by Section 186.505 F.S., and by its Interlocal Agreement dated, November 8, 1973, amended October 28, 1980, incorporated by reference and available from the Council.

Rulemaking Authority 186.505(1) FS. Law Implemented 186.502 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 7-18-82, Formerly 29I-1.08, Amended 5-7-92, 5-14-09.

29I-1.009 Amendments.

These rules shall be amended by a majority vote of the Council. All proposed amendments shall be voted on at a regular meeting, the call of which meeting shall have included notice of the proposed amendment, and which shall have been duly advertised in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 120, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 120.53(1) FS. Law Implemented 120.53(1), 163.01 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Amended 2-20-77, Formerly 29I-1.09.

29I-1.010 Information Requests.

(1) The principal office of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council is located at 1926 Victoria Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida 33901-3414. The office hours are Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. All official forms, publications or documents of the Council are available for public inspection at the Council’s principal office during regular business hours.

(2) All information requests are fulfilled in compliance with the Florida Public Records Law, Chapter 119, F.S.

(3) Copies of the Council’s forms, publications and official documents prepared for public dissemination are available as follows:

(a) Public agencies, defined as those organizations representing the public; government agencies situated in the State of Florida receive Council publications at no charge.

(b) Private organizations situated in Florida and all parties outside of Florida can receive Council publications at cost.

(c) Publications out of print or singular documents are available for inspection at its principal office. Persons wishing photocopies may receive same at cost.

Rulemaking Authority 186.505(1) FS. Law Implemented 186.505 FS. History–New 2-9-76, Formerly 29I-1.10, Amended 5-14-09.
