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55-11.001 Purpose.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.04(2) FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 11-19-92, Repealed 11-26-15.
55-11.002 Policies.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.02(2), 296.06(1) FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 11-19-92, 10-27-94, 12-27-98, Repealed 11-26-15.
55-11.003 Definitions.

(1) “Administrator” means the person appointed to serve as the chief executive of the home.

(2) “Applicant” means a veteran with peacetime or wartime service as defined in subsections (11) and (16), herein, who is not in need of hospitalization or nursing home care.

(3) Assisted living facility has the meaning given to that term under the “Assisted Living Facilities Act,” Sections 429.01-429.55, F.S.

(4) “Comprehensive Care Plan” means the written plan which sets forth each resident’s emotional, behavioral, social and physical goals and objectives to maintain an optimal level of self-care and independence as established by staff disciplines representing medical, nursing, dietetics, social service and rehabilitation. Due consideration shall be given to the resident care standards found in state and federal law, including but not limited to the standards of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, except where the state’s standards are more restrictive and require adherence to the state’s standards pursuant to Section 296.17, F.S. These standards may be found but are not limited to the rules of Title 38 C.F.R. Part 51; Chapter 429, Part I, F.S.; Assisted Living Facility Rule 59A-36.007, F.A.C.; and this rule Chapter 55-11, F.A.C. 
(5) “Department” means the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

(6) “Director” means the Executive Director of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

(7) “Domiciliary Care” means shelter, sustenance, and incidental medical care provided on an ambulatory self-care or temporarily assisted care basis for eligible veterans who are disabled by age or disease, but who are not in need of hospitalization or nursing home care services, and includes extended congregate care.

(8) “Extended Congregate Care” means acts in accordance with the definitions given in Sections 296.02 and 429.02, F.S.

(9) “Interdisciplinary Treatment Team” – A professional team consisting of the Executive Director of Nursing (END), Senior Registered Nurse Supervisor (SRNS), Physician/Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner (ARNP)/Consultant, Social Services Program Manager, Food Services Director, Activities Director, and Senior Clerk/Recorder to develop a comprehensive plan of care for each resident, make recommendations to the Administrator for implementing the plan, and follow up to evaluate its effectiveness, and make adjustments as needed.

(10) “Mentally ill” means having an impairment as defined in Section 296.02(6), F.S.

(11) “Peacetime Service” means service as defined in Section 296.02(7), F.S.

(12) “Property” means equipment, fixtures and other tangible personal property of a nonconsumable and nonexpendable nature the value or cost of which is $500.00 or more and the normal expected life of which is one year or more, and hardback-covered bound books the value or cost of which is $100 or more, owned by the state.

(13) “Resident” means any eligible veteran admitted to live in the Veterans’ Domiciliary Home of Florida.

(14) “VA” means the United States Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

(15) “Veterans’ Domiciliary Home of Florida” means a home established by the state under Chapter 296, Part I, F.S., and defined in Section 296.03, F.S.

(16) “Wartime Service” means service as defined in Section 296.02(11), F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.02, 296.04(1), 296.06, 296.17 FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 11-19-92, 3-31-94, 10-27-94, 12-27-98, 1-2-23.

55-11.005 Admission Eligibility.

(1) To be eligible for residence, a veteran must meet the criteria stated in Section 296.06, F.S., and not be determined to be ineligible under Section 296.07, F.S.
(2) The veteran applicant must not be in need of hospitalization or nursing home care and must be ambulatory, substantially able to attend to personal needs, dress, groom, and attend a general dining facility or be in need of extended congregate care.

(3) Criteria for admission to the domiciliary home must be consistent with the admission requirements for assisted living facilities set forth in Rule 59A-36.006, F.A.C., and said criteria are incorporated by reference in this rule section.

(4) Before admission, each applicant must apply for and receive a certificate of eligibility from the VA, using the most current application packet provided by the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs that includes any required VA forms and instructions, to explain the supporting documentation that is required. The application forms are not adopted in this rule as permanent links because VA may update its forms; however, the most current VA forms can be obtained from any of the following locations:

(a) Robert H. Jenkins, Jr. Veterans’ Domiciliary Home of Florida, 751 SE Sycamore Terrace, Lake City, Florida 32025. Telephone number: (386)758-0600; Fax: (386)758-0549, or Website: https://floridavets.org/locations/state-veterans-nursing-homes/.
(b) Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs Field Services Offices in VA Medical Centers or Outpatient clinics located at Bay Pines, Gainesville, Lake City, Miami, Tampa, Daytona Beach, West Palm Beach, Tallahassee, Fort Myers, Port Richey, Riviera Beach, Pensacola and Oakland Park or Park, or Country or City Veteran Service offices located in counties throughout Florida. Please call (386)758-0600 for the most current Admissions information or to locate a convenient office.
(5) The fully completed Application for Certificate of Eligibility along with all required supporting documentation must be forwarded to the home at the Robert H Jenkins, Jr., Domiciliary Home of Florida, 751 SE Sycamore Terrace, Lake City, Florida 32025. Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.

(a) The completed application with all required supporting documentation will be reviewed by an Admissions Committee at the Domiciliary consisting of representatives of Business Services, Health Services, Social Services, and Food Services. 

(b) The Admissions Committee will review the application and make a recommendation to the Administrator as to the action to be taken, and whether or not to approve the admission.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 1.01(14), 296.02(6), 296.04(2), 296.06(2), 296.07, 296.08 FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 3-31-94, 10-27-94, 12-27-98, 12-28-04, 10-26-14, 1-2-23.
55-11.006 Admittance Priority and Procedure.

(1) Applicants shall be issued certificates of eligibility in accordance with the priority of admittance under Section 296.08, F.S.
(2) An Applicant’s individual financial circumstances and ability to contribute to the costs of his or her support will be determined in accordance with Section 296.10, F.S., and resident contributions toward cost of care may not exceed the actual cost of operating and maintaining the home. 
(3) The Administrator will issue certificates of eligibility to veterans who are eligible to become residents and while a resident of the home, residents shall be required to pay to the home an amount sufficient to defer the full cost of support.

(4) The Administrator will notify the applicant who has been issued a certificate of eligibility when a room is available and will schedule the applicant to take a final preadmission physical examination in Lake City, Florida. The applicant must appear and be given the preadmission physical examination to assure that the applicant is fully eligible for admission as a resident of the home. Transportation costs to and from the home for all such preadmission procedures are the responsibility of the applicant.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.08, 296.10(2), 296.10(3) FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 12-27-98, 7-26-00, 12-12-22.

55-11.007 Health Record and General Register.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.09 FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 12-27-98, 7-26-00, Repealed 11-26-15.
55-11.008 Residents’ Contribution to Support.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.04(6), 296.10(1) FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 3-31-94, 1-25-96, 12-27-98, 7-26-00, Repealed 11-26-15.
55-11.009 Order and Discipline of Residents.

(1) Residents of the home shall cooperate fully in the preservation of order and discipline in the home.

(a) Residents shall observe good health habits and personal hygiene.

1. Except for any specific area designated by the Administrator for such use, the use of tobacco products inside the home is prohibited. Areas shall be designated outside of the home for such use.

2. The use or possession of non-medicinal alcohol, illegal drugs or any controlled substance in the home or on the grounds of the home, is prohibited. Prescription drugs will be controlled by the home, and administered or supervised by the home staff.

3. Residents shall maintain their persons and their living areas in a clean and sanitary manner.

4. Residents shall submit to such physical or mental examinations and shall cooperate in such health or rehabilitative programs as may be outlined by the Comprehensive Care Plan.

(b) Residents shall conduct themselves in a way that does not endanger the safety or security of other residents of the home.

1. Residents shall not bring anything into the home or onto the grounds of the home that endangers the safety or security of other residents.

2. Residents shall not have personal items in their possession that would constitute a fire or safety hazard.

3. Residents shall maintain a courteous relationship toward other residents and members of the staff. Abusive, profane or obscene language shall not be used.

4. Residents shall dress appropriately for the particular activity that they may be engaged in from time to time.

5. Residents shall respect the property of other residents and the facilities of the home.

6. Illegal gambling shall not be permitted in the home.

(c) Visiting hours, areas of visitation, and conduct of residents and visitors during visits shall not interfere with the comfort and well-being of other residents.

(d) Leave time.
1. Absence of up to 96 hours shall not require approval as leave. Absence in excess of such period shall be considered leave time.

2. Residents shall be entitled to up to thirty (30) calendar days of approved leave in any 12 month period, and will receive a written approval or pass. Leave in excess of thirty (30) calendar days will only be granted by the Administrator in extraordinary situations that are beyond the control of the resident.
3. A resident is required to continue to make the member’s full contribution to the home while absent or on approved regular annual leave or pass.

(e) No resident shall engage in illegal conduct.

(2) The Administrator, subject to the approval of the Director, is empowered by Section 296.04, F.S., to dismiss a resident of the home for any infraction of these rules.

(3) If the Administrator determines that a resident has caused physical damage to the home, or its furnishings and equipment, either negligently or intentionally, the Administrator may utilize all appropriate remedies as described in Section 296.04, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.04(2), (5) FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 3-26-91, 11-19-92, 3-31-94, 12-27-98, 12-12-22.

55-11.010 Residents’ Deposits of Money.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.11(3), 296.12, 296.13 FS., as amended by Chapter 92-80, Laws of Florida. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 11-19-92, 12-27-98, 7-9-14, Repealed 11-26-15.
55-11.011 Residents’ Deposits of Personal Property.
Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.14 FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 3-31-94, 12-27-98, 7-26-00, Repealed 11-26-15.
55-11.012 Vocational Rehabilitation and Work Incentive Programs.

Rulemaking Authority 296.04(2) FS. Law Implemented 296.04(6), 296.10(1), 296.17, 400.402 FS. History–New 6-25-91, Amended 3-31-94, 12-27-98, Repealed 12-12-22.
