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5C-22.001 Introduction and Purpose. (Repealed)

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.11(1), 585.145 FS. History‒New 6-3-93, Repealed 7-3-95.

5C-22.002 Definitions. 

The definitions contained in Section 585.001, Florida Statutes, and the following shall apply in this rule chapter:

(1) Attending Veterinarian – a veterinarian who is licensed in the state of Florida and accredited by the USDA to perform federal regulatory activities in the state of Florida.

(2) State Approved Premises – premises where the horse(s) is (are) quarantined and which have been inspected by a representative of the Department and approved by the State Veterinarian.

(3) Supervising Veterinarian – a state or federally employed regulatory veterinarian.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.001 FS. History–New 6-3-93, Amended 7-3-95.
5C-22.003 Procedures, General.

(1) The premises where the horse(s) is (are) to be quarantined must be state-approved prior to requesting the import permit from USDA.

(2) The owner must enter into a quarantine agreement which includes reference to the appropriate federal requirements for quarantine release as stated in 9 C.F.R. §§92.304(a)(5) or 92.304(a)(8) (1994).

(3) The attending veterinarian will perform all required examinations and collections of materials for culture. Payment for these services shall be the sole responsibility of the owner of the horse(s).

(4) Professional services required by subsection (2), above, will be directly supervised at all times by a supervising veterinarian. Costs of these services will be as provided in Rule 5C-22.011, F.A.C.

(5) Materials. Title 9 C.F.R. §92.304 (1994) is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference. Copies may be obtained from the United States Government Printing Office, Superintendent of Documents, Mail Stop SSOP, Washington D.C. 20402-9328.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.11(1), 585.145, 585.16, 585.17, 585.23 FS. History–New 6-3-93, Amended 7-3-95.
5C-22.004 Approval of Quarantine Facilities.

(1) An owner who desires approval of a quarantine facility must submit a written request to the Department. The request must include a scale drawing of the site indicating all structures and spaces (for example: buildings, pastures, and fences) intended for use in the quarantine area. A representative of the Department will inspect the premises and will advise the owner of any corrective action which must be taken before an approval.

(a) Requests for such inspection must be made in writing and must be accompanied by a certified check for $150 made payable to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. This payment is non-refundable and is used only to cover costs of the pre-approval inspections. If more than two pre-approval inspections are required, there will be a charge of $100 for each additional inspection. Payment for these must also be made in advance as stated above.

(b) Facility approvals will expire at any time the facility has not been used as a Contagious Equine Metritis quarantine facility for a period of eighteen months.

(2) The facilities to be used must be located so that a distance of not less than 30 feet will be maintained between horses under quarantine and any other animals which may be on the premises. Fencing adequate to maintain this separation must be present. Paddocks or pastures used by horses under quarantine must be fenced to preclude any across-fence contact with other horses.

(3) Walls, floors and ceilings must be constructed of impervious materials which can withstand continued cleaning and disinfection.

(4) All openings to the outside must be double-screened with material of not less than 14  16 mesh and must be kept adequately secured. Exterior gates must be kept padlocked to prevent unauthorized removal of the horses and entry of unauthorized individuals.

(5) All equipment needed to maintain the facility in a clean and sanitary condition, including that needed for insect and pest control, must be present.

(6) Equipment used in the quarantine area must remain in the quarantine area.

(7) The water supply must be adequate to meet all watering and cleaning needs.

(8) Surface runoff must be retained on site or must be adequately treated so as to prevent any disease agent from entering or leaving the facility.

(9) All feed and bedding used in the facility must be stored in a vermin-proof area in the quarantine facility.

(10) Ventilation must be sufficient to prevent the accumulation of noxious gases and odors.

(11) Sufficient labor must be available so that those individuals working with horses in the quarantine facility will not come into direct contact with horses outside the facility during the quarantine period.

(12) Protective clothing must be available at the entrance for personnel who care for the horses in the facility. The clothing must be used in the facility and must be used only in the facility. All individuals who enter the facility must wear boots or shoes which can be disinfected with a disinfectant approved by the Department. Such boots or shoes must be cleaned and disinfected immediately upon leaving the facility.

(13) Entrances must have signs posted advising that the area is a quarantined area and that no visitors are allowed to enter the area. The signs will be a minimum of 10 inches by 12 inches.

(14) All waste materials, including bedding and fecal matter, must be disposed of by incineration or by other means which have been specifically approved by a representative of the Department.

(15) A written approval will be issued by the Department after inspection by a Department representative has verified that all of the above requirements have been met.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), (4), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.003, 585.08(1), 585.11(1), 585.145(1), 585.16, 585.23 FS. History–New 6-3-93, Amended 11-22-93.
5C-22.005 Quarantine and Release From Quarantine for Contagious Equine Metritis.

(1) The Department Representative will issue the Official Notice of Quarantine for Contagious Equine Metritis (Form AI-75) at the time of arrival of the horse(s) at the approved quarantine area.

(2) Horses may not be removed from the quarantined premises without the written permission of both the State Veterinarian and the AVIC on an Official Release from Quarantine for Contagious Equine Metritis, Form AI-76, (Rev. 2-93).

(3) Inspection, treatment, and testing requirements for imported stallions and mares are provided in 9 C.F.R. §92.304(a)(5) and (8), (1994).

(4) Forms and Materials. Forms AI-75, Official Notice of Quarantine for Contagious Equine Metritis, revised 2/93 and AI-76, Release from Quarantine for Contagious Equine Metritis (Rev. 2-93), are hereby incorporated by reference. Copies may be obtained from the Division of Animal Industry, Bureau of Animal Health Compliance and Support, Room 322 Mayo Building, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0800, (850)488-8280.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.011(1), 585.145(1) FS. History–New 6-3-93, Amended 7-3-95.
5C-22.006 Inspection, Treatment and Testing Requirements for Imported Stallions. (Repealed)

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.003, 585.08(1), 585.16, 585.23, 585.145 FS. History‒New 6-3-93, Repealed 7-3-95.

5C-22.007 Inspection, Treatment and Testing Requirements for Imported Mares. (Repealed)

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.003, 585.08(1), 585.16, 585.23, 585.145 FS. History‒New 6-3-93, Repealed 7-3-95.
5C-22.008 Release From Quarantine. (Repealed)

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), 585.11(1), 585.17, 585.19, 585.23, 585.145 FS. History‒New 6-3-93, Repealed 7-3-95.
5C-22.009 Disposition of Horses Which Fail to Qualify for Release From Quarantine. 

In the event that a horse fails, for whatever reason, to qualify for release from quarantine within eighteen (18) months of initiation of testing and treatment, the procedure shall be declared a failure. In such an event, the horse must be:

(1) Moved under official permit directly to slaughter without unloading enroute; or

(2) Humanely euthanized and the carcass destroyed under Department supervision by burial or incineration.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(2)(b), 585.145(1), 585.16, 585.17, 585.18, 585.19, 585.23 FS. History–New 6-3-93.
5C-22.010 Laboratory Tests and Cultures. 

All required laboratory tests and cultures must be conducted by the Department’s Osceola County Diagnostic Laboratory in Kissimmee or by the USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa. All materials for culture or testing must be accompanied by a statement indicating proper identification of the horse(s) and the date and time of collection, and must be received by the laboratory within 48 hours of collection. Specimens (bacteriological swabs) must be submitted in Amies transport media (with charcoal) and refrigerated at approximately four to six degrees centigrade during transit. Payment of charges for required laboratory tests and analyses shall be the responsibility of the veterinarian submitting the samples as arranged with the laboratory which performs the tests or analyses.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.002(4), 585.145(1), 585.16, 585.61(4) FS. History–New 6-3-93.
5C-22.011 Fees for Services of the Department.

(1) For each horse approved to enter this testing and treatment program, the owner must pay to the Department a fee of $1,250.00. If multiple horses are approved as a group, this fee shall be $1,250.00 for the first horse and $750.00 for each additional horse in the same group. For group approval, all of the horses must arrive at the quarantine facility as a single shipment and testing and treatment procedures must be conducted on all of the group simultaneously. The fee must be paid by check or money order made out to “The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services” and must be submitted with the request for approval for importation. If the importation is not approved or does not occur for other reasons, the fee minus $100.00 will be refunded.

(2) Fees will be charged for pre-approval inspections of quarantine facilities pursuant to the schedule set forth in Rule 5C-22.004, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), (4), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.002(4), 585.003, 585.08(1), 585.11(1), 585.16, 585.23 FS. History– New 6-3-93, Amended 11-22-93.
5C-22.012 Penalties for Violations. (Repealed)

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 585.007, 585.145(3) FS. History‒New 6-3-93, Repealed 7-3-95.
