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5C-6.001 Purpose – Cattle and Bison Brucellosis.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-72, Amended 8-1-76, 3-28-77, 4-5-77, 7-27-78, 7-1-79, 9-30-80, 8-9-81, 9-14-82, 6-26-83, 2-5-85, 4-1-86, Formerly 5C-6.01, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.0011 Laboratory Testing Procedures and Interpretation.

(1) The following methods of testing shall be considered as screening tests:

(a) Milk Ring Test (BRT). This test is conducted by a state-federal laboratory on composite samples of milk collected at dairy farms. A follow-up individual serological test shall be conducted on all cattle represented in a composite sample which reacts to the test. The milk ring test may be used in conjunction with a negative herd blood test to establish a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd.

(b) Buffered Acidified Plate Antigen (BAPA) presumptive test. This test will be used by a state-federal laboratory to classify cattle and bison negative on surveillance samples collected at slaughter or at livestock markets, on routine samples collected on farms, and on tests of suspicious and infected herds. Positive samples will be given supplemental testing to aid in classification.

(c) Standard Card Test. This test will be used by a state-federal laboratory to classify cattle and bison negative on surveillance samples collected at slaughter or at livestock markets, on routine samples collected on farms, and on tests of suspicious and infected herds. Positive samples will be given supplemental testing to aid in classification.

(d) Particle Concentration Fluorescence Immunoassay (PCFIA). All samples with results within the suspect range will be given supplemental testing to aid in classification.

(2) The following methods of testing when conducted in a state-federal laboratory shall be considered as official tests for the classification of cattle and bison with regard to brucellosis status:

(a) Standard tube agglutination test. This test may classify cattle and bison as negative, suspect, or reactor.

(b) Standard plate agglutination test. This test may classify cattle and bison as negative, suspect, or reactor.

(c) Standard card test. The standard card test is to be used as an official test to classify cattle and bison as reactors only when conditions and time are such that no other test is available, or upon request of the owner because of time or situation constraints, or in livestock markets where the standard card test has been designated as the official test. All samples tested at other than a state-federal laboratory shall be promptly submitted and confirmed at a state-federal laboratory.

(d) Rivanol test. This test may classify cattle and bison as negative, suspect, or reactor.

(e) Complement-fixation test. This test may classify cattle and bison as negative, suspect, or reactor.

(f) Semen plasma test. This test may classify bulls used for artificial insemination as negative or reactor when used in conjunction with an official serological test.

(g) Particle Concentration Fluorescence Immunoassay (PCFIA). This test may classify cattle and bison as negative, suspect, or reactor. All samples with results within the suspect range will be given supplemental testing to aid in classification.

(3) The following diagnostic procedures shall be considered as supplemental tests and, when requested by the designated epidemiologist, shall be used to aid in determining the presence or absence of blood components associated with field strains of Brucella abortus, Brucella abortus strain 19, nonspecific agglutinins, etc.:

(a) Mercaptoethanol (ME)

(b) Coombs

(c) Heat inactivation (HI)

(d) Fluorescent Antibody (FA)

(e) Enzyme Labeled Antibody (ELA)

(f) Biological culture

(g) Acid Plate Antigen (APA)

(h) Concentration Immunoassay Technology (CITE)

(4) Standard tube agglutination test and standard plate agglutination test.

(a) Non-vaccinates. Blood titer showing complete reaction in the 1:100 dilution or higher shall be classed as a reactor. Titer of not more than incomplete in the 1:100 dilution shall be classed as a suspect. Titer less than incomplete in the 1:50 dilution shall be considered negative.

(b) Official vaccinates. Blood titer showing complete reaction in the 1:200 dilution or higher shall be classed as a reactor. Titer showing any reaction in the 1:100 dilution or incomplete in the 1:200 dilution shall be classed as a suspect. Titer less than incomplete in the 1:100 dilution shall be considered negative.

(5) Standard card test. Blood showing a positive reaction to the standard card test will be classed as a reactor when only the standard card test has been conducted. Cattle and bison positive to the standard card test which are serologically negative to all other official tests which are conducted are classified as suspects.

(6) Rivanol test.

(a) The rivanol test is an official test when conducted in a state-federal laboratory. Complete agglutination at dilutions of 1:25 or more indicates a reactor in nonvaccinated animals and in vaccinated animals when the complement-fixation test is not conducted. Less than complete agglutination at the 1:25 dilution shall be considered negative.

(b) Officially vaccinated animals with agglutination complete in the 1:50 dilution or less may be classified as suspects when those interpretations are supported by complement-fixation test results of suspect or negative using the presently accepted complement-fixation test classification scheme for vaccinated animals.

(c) Incomplete or complete agglutination in the 1:100 dilution or in higher dilutions indicates a reactor in vaccinated animals.

(d) Within five months postvaccination of adult animals, a less than complete agglutination at the 1:50 dilution is considered negative.

(7) Complement-fixation test.

(a) Official vaccinates, including adult vaccinated animals beginning two months postvaccination. Animals with titers of 25 percent fixation (1 plus) in a dilution of 1:40 or higher will be classified as reactors. Animals having less than 25 percent fixation (1 plus) in 1:40 dilution, and 50 percent (2 plus) or more in a dilution of 1:10 are classified as suspects. A reaction of less than 50 percent fixation (2 plus) in the 1:10 dilution is considered negative.

(b) Other cattle and bison. A 50 percent fixation (2 plus) in a dilution of 1:20 or higher will be classed as a reactor; fixation of less than 50 percent (2 plus) in a dilution of 1:20 and 50 percent fixation (2 plus) or more in a dilution of 1:10 will be classed as a suspect; less than 50 percent fixation (2 plus) in a dilution of 1:10 will be classed as negative.

(8) Particle Concentration Fluorescence Immunoassay (PCFIA). This test may be used as a presumptive or diagnostic test with the following diagnostic criteria:

(a) Negative – values greater than 0.70.

(b) Suspect – values less than or equal to 0.70 and greater than 0.25.

(c) Reactor – values less than or equal to 0.25.

(d) Values may be interpreted differently if done by a veterinarian, qualified by education, training, and experience and certified by the United States Department of Agriculture with the concurrence of the state and termed designated epidemiologist.

(9) Semen plasma test. This test in bulls used for artificial insemination must be used in conjunction with an official serological test, and classification will be based on the maximum titer of either test.

(10) Any animal found to be infected through isolation of field strain Brucella abortus must be classed as a reactor.

(11) Evaluation of titer responses for all cattle and bison shall be the responsibility of a designated epidemiologist, who takes into consideration animal and herd history and other epidemiologic considerations.

(12) Interpretation of market tests. Blood samples collected at slaughter are considered negative if no evidence of agglutination is disclosed on the buffered acidified plate antigen test. Samples showing agglutination are classified negative if the confirmatory standard card test is negative.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92, Amended 7-5-95.

5C-6.0012 Interpretation of Official Tests.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.0013 Identification of Tested Cattle and Bison.

(1) Each grade animal tested shall be identified by an official numbered metal eartag firmly attached to the right ear at the time the blood sample is drawn for testing, unless the animal is already identified by such eartag or by permanent tattoo or brand. Each eartag number shall be accurately recorded on the test records which accompany the blood samples to the laboratory. Large numbered unique plastic bangle tags may be used additionally if correlated on test records with the official eartag.

(2) Registered purebred cattle may be eartagged for identification, or if the identification can be satisfactorily maintained by use of ear tattoo or brand letters or numbers, such identification may be used provided all such identification has been recorded in the Book of Record of a purebred registry association and is accurately recorded on the test records which accompany the blood samples to the laboratory.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.0014 Calf Vaccination.

(1) All female cattle and bison 12 months of age or older born after January 1, 1984 must be officially calfhood vaccinated to be qualified to change ownership with relocation within the Class C area of the state.

(2) All female cattle and bison four months of age or older born after January 1, 1984 must be officially calfhood vaccinated to be qualified to move into or out of the Class C area of the state.

(3) All female dairy cattle four months of age or older born after January 1, 1984 must be officially calfhood vaccinated to be qualified to move into or out of the Class B area of the state.

(4) Animals not meeting the above vaccination requirements may be moved only for immediate slaughter, to a quarantined feedlot, or to a quarantined pasture and accompanied by a permit as provided for in paragraph 5C-6.0017(2)(c), F.A.C.

(5) Female calves vaccinated with Brucella abortus vaccine shall be permanently identified at the time of vaccination with the official shield tattoo “V” registered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in the right ear, preceded by the numeral of the quarter of the year and followed by the last numeral of the year. Duplicate report covering such vaccination shall be immediately furnished to the department and constitutes the official record of vaccination. The age at which calves may be officially vaccinated shall be four to twelve months (120 to 365 days) of age. Vaccination should be performed as soon as possible after four months of age to reduce the problem of residual titers.

(6) In addition to identification of calf vaccinates as outlined in subparagraph (e), each calf receiving Brucella abortus vaccine shall be individually identified at the time of vaccination (if not already so identified by tattoo or brand) by an official vaccination eartag in the right ear including the designated state prefix, followed by the letter “V” and two letters and four numbers, such identification to be accurately recorded on the official vaccination record. Individual registration tattoos or individual animal registration brand numbers may be substituted for the official eartags.

(7) No bull calves may be vaccinated with Brucella abortus vaccine in any of the official plans for brucellosis eradication.

(8) Only approved vaccine produced under license of the U.S. Department of Agriculture shall be used in the brucellosis eradication program.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.0015 Reactors and Suspects.

(1) Reactors to an official brucellosis test shall be tagged in the left ear with a reactor tag and hot-iron branded on the left jaw with the letter “B” at least two inches in height and at least two inches in width within 15 days of the date of the test in which infection was determined. Reactors so tagged and branded must be disposed of as required by subsection 5C-6.0017(1), F.A.C., within 15 days of the date of tagging and branding. An extension of time may be granted under extenuating circumstances.

(2) Reclassification. Within three days of receipt of results of an initial herd blood test, an owner may request an additional test on reactors at his expense provided such request is based on sound epidemiologic evidence and provided all animals remain under quarantine. Such test must be conducted within 10 days of receipt of results of the initial herd test. Animals initially classified as reactors may be eligible for reclassification provided a complete epidemiologic investigation of the herd is conducted and there is no evidence of brucella infection or exposure thereto; and provided final classification is determined by a designated epidemiologist. The herd must remain under quarantine pending final classification.

(3) When suspects are disclosed, an individual herd plan shall be developed for the future testing of the suspect animals and the handling of the herd. Suspects may be moved only to quarantined feedlots, quarantined pastures, or immediate slaughter. Movement may be direct or through a specifically approved livestock market, and the suspect animals must be identified and permitted in the same manner as exposed animals.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92, Amended 7-5-95.

5C-6.0016 Suspects.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.0017 Movement of Animals from Infected Herds.

(1) Reactors may be moved under permit for immediate slaughter directly to recognized slaughtering establishments or may be sold for immediate slaughter through regular sales facilities of approved livestock markets but only after sale of all other animals has been completed. Such reactors must be handled in facilities separate and apart from other animals until sold. No cattle nor bison may enter the market facilities following the sale of such reactors until the market has been cleaned and disinfected. Reactors disclosed by brucellosis testing conducted at livestock markets may be sold for immediate slaughter through the regular sales facilities at the market only after sale of all other animals has been completed. Such reactors must be handled in facilities separate and apart from other cattle until sold.

(2) Other animals:

(a) Steers and spayed heifers over six months of age may move without restriction. Spayed heifers shall be officially identified by:

1. Applying a hot-iron brand to either or both jaws using an open spade design, as used on playing cards, of not less than three inches in height, and

2. Be individually identified by eartags and certificate of spaying signed by the veterinarian who performed the surgery.

(b) Heifer calves. All heifer calves in an infected herd are included under the herd quarantine restrictions. If they are retained in the herd they should be calfhood vaccinated. These heifer calves may be moved only if they comply with the movement requirements outlined in subparagraph 5C-6.0031(4)(c)3., F.A.C. (Class Free Area), subparagraph 5C-6.0032(4)(c)5., F.A.C. (Class A Area), subparagraph 5C-6.0033(4)(c)6., F.A.C. (Class B Area), or subparagraph 5C-6.0034(4)(c)4., F.A.C. (Class C Area).

(c) Other cattle and bison from infected herds may be moved under “S” brand permit if moved by rail or motor carrier for immediate slaughter directly to recognized slaughtering establishments, quarantined feedlots, or quarantined pastures, or may be sold for immediate slaughter or to quarantined feedlots or quarantined pastures through approved livestock markets. Such animals shall be handled separate and apart from other animals until sold. No cattle or bison may enter the market facilities following the sale of such animals until the market has been cleaned and disinfected. Exposed animals moving from a premise of origin or from a livestock market to a quarantined feedlot, quarantined pasture, or to slaughter shall be hot-iron branded with the letter “S” at least two inches in height and two inches in width prior to movement, except as provided in paragraph 5C-6.0017(2)(d), F.A.C. below. The “S” brand must be placed on the left jaw or high on the tailhead (over the fourth to seventh coccygeal vertebrae).

(d) Exposed animals may move without “S” branding under the following conditions:

1. Animals moving under permit direct from a farm of origin to an approved livestock market, where they shall be identified by “S” brand upon arrival.

2. Cattle or bison returning from an approved livestock market to the herd of origin under quarantine for further testing.

3. Cattle or bison moving under permit directly from a herd of origin or an approved livestock market to a single slaughtering establishment in an officially sealed vehicle. No mixed loads of slaughter, feeder or breeding animals may be included in such shipment. The entire load must be consigned direct for slaughter with no diversion to holding feedlots, pastures, or dealer pens. The vehicle seal shall be applied only by state or federal regulatory personnel during regular working hours, or by accredited veterinarians. The permit shall list the eartag number of each animal in the shipment and the official seal number. Animals to be transported in sealed vehicles must remain on the market premises until the appropriate regulatory personnel or accredited veterinarian writes the permit and seals the vehicle. No post-authorized permits may be approved. Vehicle seals shall be broken only by state or federal regulatory personnel during regular working hours, or by accredited veterinarians or an official of the slaughter establishment designated by the meat inspector in charge.

4. Finished fed heifers moving in marketing channels directly to slaughter.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.0018 Report of Testing, Vaccinating, Tagging and Branding.

(1) All tests for brucellosis shall be reported to the division. Official tests are those accomplished in a state-federal laboratory and shall be reported on official forms furnished for this purpose. Any practicing veterinarian who fails to comply with the reporting provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the loss of his accreditation.

(2) Reports covering the testing, tagging, identifying, vaccinating, or “B” branding required by this chapter must be immediately filed in duplicate with the department by the veterinarian accomplishing the work.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.0019 Herd and Premise Management.

(1) Cattle and bison owners are required to practice sound herd management and sanitation procedures necessary to maintain herds free from infection as recommended by representatives of the department.

(2) Cleaning and disinfection of infected premises. Premises shall be cleaned and disinfected under regulatory supervision within 15 days following removal of reactors, or the entire herd, for slaughter. An extension of time may be considered under extenuating circumstances. Exemptions from cleaning and disinfection requirements, when indicated, may be authorized by state and federal regulatory officials.

(3) Quarantine and retest of infected herds.

(a) A brucellosis infected herd shall be quarantined and retested in accordance with an individual herd plan. Under routine conditions, retests will be conducted at approximately 30-day intervals until the herd has had a negative complete herd test occurring not less than 30 days after removal and sale for slaughter of the last reactor, and then another test to occur not less than 180 days following the removal of the last reactor. The herd test shall include all test-eligible animals in the herd. The releasing test and the six-month post quarantine test must include all nonneutered animals six months of age or older, including all animals which have been officially vaccinated for at least six months. Continuation of testing at 30-day intervals between the first and second negative herd tests is strongly recommended. Exceptions on the intervals between tests required for release of quarantine are allowable only when Brucella abortus strain 19 organisms have been isolated from the reactor animal(s) or all epidemiologic evidence is consistent with a Brucella abortus strain 19 infection and not with field strain infection. Herds with a possible strain 19 reactor on an initial herd test must be retested not less than 30 days after removal of the on-farm reactor to qualify for early quarantine release. Herds of origin of market cattle test reactors which test negative will be retested in 30 to 90 days if deemed necessary by the designated epidemiologist.

(b) An additional blood test of all test-eligible animals in the herd is required not less than six months after release of an infected herd from quarantine or not less than 10 months nor more than 16 months after removal of the last reactor.

(c) A herd management and testing plan (herd plan) for the elimination of brucellosis from each infected herd shall be developed by the herd owner, his veterinarian if so requested, and a regulatory veterinarian. The herd plan shall be formalized as a memorandum of agreement between the owner and the state-federal animal health officials, and may be reevaluated and changed as agreed to by all parties concerned to fit the individual cattleman's need. The herd plan will utilize those veterinary procedures most applicable and the proven herd management procedures necessary to assist in preventing the spread of brucellosis within the herd and thereby eradicating the disease from the herd. It shall be the responsibility of all parties to the agreement to adhere to the plan throughout the period of eradication of the disease from the herd.

(4) Services to owner. Services shall be rendered without expense to the livestock owner as long as funds for such purposes are available; however, owners are to provide for handling of their animals. Brucellosis vaccine shall be distributed without cost to owners of cattle in Florida, as long as funds for such purposes are available, and administered by employees of the department, accredited veterinarians, and approved agents of the state and federal governments. Contracts with accredited veterinarians, non-professionals, other state and federal agencies, or with the management of privately owned firms are to be used as needed to assist state and federal animal health personnel accomplish necessary sample collections, animal identification and other activities.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.00191 Market Cattle Identification, Testing, and Traceback.

(1) Market cattle and bison are those animals moving in trade through auction markets or stockyards or to slaughtering establishments; also included are those animals assembled at farms or ranches that are being readied for immediate movement to markets, stockyards, or slaughtering establishments, or other sales. Such animals must be identified to the herd of origin by eartag and/or backtag prior to or at the first point of concentration in marketing channels.

(2) Animals to be tested.

(a) At slaughter establishments. All cows and bulls over two years of age are to be tested.

(b) At markets, other sales, quarantined feedlots and quarantined pastures in Class A, Class B and Class C areas. All test-eligible animals (see subsection 5C-6.00192(1), F.A.C.) over 18 months of age (as evidenced by loss of the first pair of temporary incisor teeth) must be tested unless they originate from Class Free areas, or Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds or have proof of meeting the test requirements for movement as described in subsections 5C-6.0032(4), 5C-6.0033(4), or 5C-6.0034(4), F.A.C., for Class A, B, and C areas respectively. “S” branding in lieu of testing is not authorized.

(3) Handling reactors revealed at markets. Animals revealed to be reactors as a result of tests conducted at a market will be handled the same as any other reactor. The herd of origin will be quarantined until it qualifies for release. Other animals in the lot with the reactor(s) may be “S” branded and sold or may be returned to the herd of origin under quarantine without being “S” branded.

(4) Market test reactors must be traced to the herd of origin and the herd tested as is deemed appropriate. Tracing to dealers, commission firms and such, are not considered successful tracebacks of reactors if the investigation ceases at that point and all possible herds of origin are not tested. Sold out herds to be considered as successful tracebacks shall be confirmed by documentation of total slaughter and shall have no animals remaining. Tracebacks to feedlots are successful and are to be treated as a herd and the feedlots are to be quarantined and the animals there are to be tested or slaughtered. Tracebacks to quarantined feedlots and quarantined pastures are successful as being traced to known reactor herds.

(5) Epidemiologic investigation of market test reactors.

(a) When reactors in marketing channels are positive to complement fixation, rivanol, or other supplemental test titers, the epidemiologic investigation shall include the following:

1. Contact and adjacent herds shall be identified, recorded and investigated.

2. The herd of origin must be blood tested unless the epidemiologic investigation indicates conclusively that the titers are not caused by field strains of Brucella abortus. If the investigation reveals titers were not caused by field strain Brucella abortus, and the herd is not tested, a statement will be prepared by the regulatory official indicating this was discussed with the herd owner or his representative and listing the reasons the herd was not tested. The statement shall be signed by both parties and both parties shall retain a copy.

3. In Class Free, Class A, and Class B areas, all sales following the estimated date of onset of infection shall be traced and the herds of destination identified, recorded and investigated for evidence of infection by testing. If not tested, a statement as provided in subparagraph 5C-6.00191(5)(a)2., F.A.C., above shall be executed.

4. If the herd is tested negative, it shall be retested 30 to 90 days later if deemed necessary by the epidemiologist.

(b) When reactors in market channels are negative to complement fixation, rivanol, or other supplemental tests, the herd owner will be contacted and a joint decision made to test or not to test the herd. If the herd is not tested, a memorandum of statement as provided in subparagraph 5C-6.00191(5)(a)2., F.A.C., above shall be executed. The herd shall be tested if reasonable doubt exists as to the reason for the serological response or if evidence of brucella infection is present or if the status of contact or other neighborhood herds is questionable.

(6) Exposed animals. Animals that are part of a known infected herd or that have been in contact with brucellosis reactors in marketing channels for periods of 24 hours or periods of less than 24 hours if the reactor has recently aborted, calved, or has a vaginal or uterine discharge are considered to be exposed regardless of the blood test results and must be placed under quarantine and restricted pending slaughter or testing after return to the herd of origin. Good herd management dictates that such animals be held in isolation pending further testing.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 585.002(4), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History– New 6-1-92, Amended 4-10-94.

5C-6.00192 Herds and Herd Status.

(1) A complete herd test as required by this chapter shall include all test eligible cattle or bison in the herd. Test eligible animals shall include all animals over six months of age except steers, spayed heifers, bulls less than 18 months of age, official calf vaccinates of dairy breeds under 20 months of age, and official calf vaccinates of beef breeds under 24 months of age which are not parturient (springers) or post parturient.

(2) A herd includes all cattle or bison under common ownership or supervision that are grouped on one or more parts of any single premises, or on two or more premises geographically separated but which have had an interchange movement or contact. Such contact shall be accepted as having occurred unless otherwise established by the owner and consistent with the findings of the epidemiologic investigation. Groups of animals under multiple ownership on common premises, such as community pastures, grazing association units, etc., shall also be considered as a herd. Such herds shall include all other groups of animals owned by those persons unless the epidemiologic investigation establishes that association has not occurred. For determining herd infection rates, such negative multiple ownership may be counted as separate herds at risk and only designated as a single unit when classified as infected.

(3) A Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd is a herd in any area which meets the testing requirements as provided in Rule 5C-6.002, F.A.C.

(4) Adjacent herds and contact herds. Adjacent herds, or herds sharing common pasture or having other contact with the infected herd, and herds containing previous purchases from or exchanges with the infected herd shall have an adjacent herd plan within 30 days of disclosure of the infected herd. The plan may involve testing up to the level of an infected herd. If a disagreement occurs, consultation between the herd owner, chief animal health official, the epidemiologist and the owner’s veterinarian, if requested, will be held to resolve the situation. When quarantine of the infected herd is released, the owners of the potentially exposed herds shall be notified of the desirability of a second negative herd test. If the adjacent or contact herd is not to be retested, a statement will be prepared by the regulatory official indicating that the value of a second test was discussed with the herd owner and listing the reasons why the herd was not retested. A copy of the statement will be given to the herd owner.

(5) Notice of brucellosis quarantine.

(a) State or federal program officials will notify herd owners in the immediate community about the presence of cattle and bison herds that have been placed under quarantine for brucellosis. Program officials will also notify herd owners in the immediate community when they approve the establishment of quarantined feedlots and quarantined pastures. Herd owners are to be notified by means of an educational letter delivered in person or by mail within 30 days of the date quarantines are issued. The purpose of this notification is to emphasize to owners the importance of taking appropriate actions to protect their cattle and bison against the possible spread of brucellosis as the result of the presence of an infected herd in their community. When the herd quarantine is released, or the approval of the quarantined feedlot or the quarantined pasture is terminated, the herd owners are also to be notified within 30 days by an educational letter delivered in person or by mail.

(b) The regulatory official in charge of the brucellosis program shall notify the state public health agency within 15 days of the imposition of each quarantine for brucellosis so that the agency may take appropriate steps to assist in detecting any existing human cases of brucellosis and in preventing further potential exposure of family members and employees to brucellosis.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.00193 Dealer Registration and Record Keeping.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.00194 Deadline Exceptions. 

Herd plan, investigation, and test deadlines as specified throughout this regulation must be followed. Approval of the state veterinarian is required to change established deadlines and such approval will be granted only when extenuating circumstances make it impossible for a given herd owner to meet the deadlines. New deadlines, consistent with program objectives, will be established immediately to accomplish the required testing at the earliest opportunity.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-1-92.

5C-6.002 Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd Plan.

(1) Establishment of Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds. A herd may be certified as brucellosis-free when it has passed at least two consecutive negative tests of all test-eligible cattle or bison not less than 10 months nor more than 14 months apart. Where the milk ring test is employed, herds may be officially certified as brucellosis-free with a minimum of four consecutive negative milk ring tests conducted at not less than 90-day intervals followed by a negative complete herd blood test conducted within 90 days after the last negative milk ring test. Additional herd tests may be conducted if the owner so desires or the regulatory agencies deem it necessary.

(2) Maintenance of Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds.

(a) For continuous certification, a herd must have a negative herd blood test conducted within 60 days before the certification anniversary date. If the recertification test is conducted within 60 days after the anniversary date, the certification period will be 12 months from the anniversary date and not 12 months from the date of the recertifying test. During the interval between the anniversary date and the recertifying test, certification will be suspended. If a herd blood test for recertification is not conducted within 60 days after the anniversary date, certification requirements become the same as for initial certification. Brucellosis ring test procedures are not used for recertifying herds.

(b) If one or more reactors are disclosed in a certified herd, it shall be considered infected and the quarantine and retest provisions of subsection 5C-6.0019(3), F.A.C., shall apply. The herd certification will be terminated until the herd again meets the requirements for initial certification. Herd retests for release of quarantine may also be used to fulfill the provisions required under paragraph (1) above. Herd certification may be reinstated without meeting the above provisions if there is epidemiologic and bacteriological culture evidence to show that reactor(s) were not infected with field strain Brucella abortus.

(c) Any animal which aborts shall be immediately isolated and a report thereof made to the chief state or federal regulatory official.

(d) Any milk fed to calves in certified herds must come from certified herds or be adequately pasteurized.

(3) Additions to Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds.

(a) Animals originating in Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds or Class Free areas may be added without test. Such animals shall not receive new herd status for sale purposes until they have passed a 60 to 120 day post-entry test.

(b) Calves under six months of age and official calf vaccinates under 20 months of age for dairy breeds and 24 months of age for beef breeds which are not parturient or post parturient may move without test from herds not known to be infected and which are not under quarantine.

(c) Test eligible cattle from herds not under quarantine in Class A, B, or C areas must have a negative blood test for brucellosis within 30 days before being added. In addition, all other requirements for interstate or intrastate movement must be met. All animals purchased from herds that are not Certified Brucellosis-Free must have a blood test 60 to 120 days after being added. Animals added to a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd under this provision will not receive new herd status for sale purposes until they have passed a test 60 to 120 days after being added and have been included in the herd blood test on the next recertification test.

(d) Animals removed from a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd for exhibition or other purposes and exposed to noncertified animals or premises can be returned to the herd only in accordance with paragraph 5C-6.002(3)(c), F.A.C. above.

(e) Failure on the part of the holder of a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd certificate to comply with these rules and regulations or to maintain adequate surveillance measures and proper testing schedules will result in revocation of such certification.

(4) Purchasing a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd.

(a) If a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd is purchased, a negative herd blood test is not required if the purchased animals remain on the premises. The anniversary date will remain the same but a new herd certification number will be issued.

(b) If part or all of a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd is purchased and the animals move directly to premises without other animals, they may qualify for certification without a test. A new herd certification number will be issued. The anniversary date of the new herd is established by the test date of the herd of origin or by a new herd test of the purchased animals.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–Amended 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, Formerly 5C-6.02, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92.

5C-6.0021 Whole Herd Vaccination Plan.

(1) The approval of each herd selected for whole herd vaccination will be jointly given by the chief state and federal animal health officials. The vaccinating and testing of the herds selected shall be the responsibility of state or federal regulatory veterinarians.

(2) Procedures in selected herds.

(a) Infected herds.

1. In infected herds, the individual herd plan will include the use of whole herd vaccination in addition to other recognized procedures for elimination of the disease. All test eligible animals must have an official brucellosis test and all reactors must be removed for immediate slaughter. Negative female animals must be vaccinated with a reduced dose of vaccine within 10 days of the test. All eligible calves shall also be vaccinated and identified.

2. Overage vaccinates shall be identified by an official numbered metal eartag in the right ear and, in the left ear, may be further identified by a large numbered unique tag correlated on test records with the official eartag. A permanent legible individual animal registration or individual animal registration brand may be used in lieu of the official numbered metal eartag. Additionally, each animal shall be identified at the time of vaccination with an open-ended “V” hot-iron brand at least two inches in height and two inches in width on the right jaw, or by an official AV (adult vaccination) tattoo in the right ear preceded by the quarter of the year and followed by the last digit of the year in which the vaccination was done, or both.

3. The herd must be maintained in quarantine, and a first retest is recommended at two months or as early as possible following vaccination to facilitate elimination of field strain infection. Complete herd testing shall be resumed not more than six months following the initial whole herd vaccination, and shall be conducted at such intervals as are established by the designated epidemiologist. Reactor animals must be removed for slaughter following each herd test.

4. Brucellosis infected adult vaccinated beef herds shall be released from quarantine on two negative tests, the first not less than 30 days following removal of all reactors and the second not less than 180 days following removal of the last reactor, as is currently provided in subsection 5C-6.0019(3), F.A.C., for release of quarantine in infected nonvaccinated herds. Such herds shall be considered negative if all animals in the herd show titers of less than +1 at 1:40 on the CF test or less than +25 on the rivanol test. An additional herd test is required not less than six months after release of a vaccinated herd from quarantine. A post-sale retest on animals moving from previously quarantined “AV” herds before the six-months retest shall be conducted between 120 and 180 days. However, animals may be tested as early as 45 days after movement if, at the time of test, at least six months have expired since the quarantine release of the herd of origin.

5. In all herd tests, a presumptive test shall be performed on each test-eligible animal. The card, and CF and/or rivanol tests shall be performed on all presumptive test positive animals. Animals positive to any of these tests, that are not identifiable as official vaccinates, shall be classified as reactors.

6. Official vaccinates positive on the standard card test or having a titer between +2 at 1:10 to +4 at 1:20 on the CF test in herds eligible for release from quarantine shall be classified as suspects and be quarantined individually (not the whole herd) until they are card negative and less than +2 at 1:10 on the CF test.

7. Dairy Herds. All of the foregoing procedures in Rule 5C-6.0021, F.A.C., shall apply to “AV” dairy herds. In addition, dairy herds shall either be negative to the last milk ring test or all individual lactating “AV” dairy animals shall have less than a 1:16 titer by the milk ring test on individual samples of all quarters prior to release from quarantine. Any “AV” dairy herd released from quarantine which continues to be suspicious on milk ring test surveillance shall be evaluated by the designated epidemiologist and monitored with further testing as necessary to ensure that there is no evidence of field strain brucella infection in the herd.

(b) Herds which are not Certified Brucellosis-Free.

1. Persons owning herds at high risk of becoming infected with brucellosis which are not Certified Brucellosis-Free, may also request whole herd vaccination. The individual herd plan will then include the use of whole herd vaccination in addition to other recognized procedures for elimination of the disease in accordance with paragraph 5C-6.002(2)(a), F.A.C. above. All eligible calves shall be calfhood vaccinated and identified. In addition to an official eartag, all animals so adult vaccinated shall also be identified by an open-ended “V” hot-iron brand on the right jaw, or high on the hip near the tailhead or an official “AV” (adult vaccination) tattoo in the right ear or both. Following vaccination, the adult vaccinated animals will be placed under quarantine. Included in the individual herd plan shall be provisions for the herd to be tested within 30 to 120 days following vaccination, and at intervals as agreed to in the individual herd plan, until a negative test conducted at least 90 days later than the first negative test 30 days or longer after the last reactor, if any, is removed qualifies the herd to be released from quarantine.

2. Dairy Herds. All of the foregoing shall apply to “AV” dairy herds. In addition, dairy herds shall either be negative to the last milk ring test or all individual lactating “AV” dairy animals shall have less than a 1:16 titer by the milk ring test on individual samples of all quarters prior to release from quarantine. Any “AV” dairy herd released from quarantine which continues to be suspicious on milk ring test surveillance shall be evaluated by the designated epidemiologist and monitored with further testing as necessary to ensure that there is no evidence of field strain brucella infection in the herd.

3. If infection is disclosed on the pre-vaccinal or subsequent herd tests prior to quarantine release, an additional herd test is required not less than six months after release of a vaccinated herd from quarantine. A post-sale retest on the animals moving from previously quarantined “AV” herds before the six months retest is required between 120 and 180 days. Animals may be tested as early as 45 days after movement if, at the time of test, at least six months have expired since the quarantine release of the herd of origin.

(c) Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds. Under this plan, owners of Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds in an area of high risk of becoming infected with brucellosis may request whole herd vaccination. The purpose is to immediately establish a high level of resistance to the present or expected exposure from field strain Brucella abortus.
1. In herds of known status; i.e., Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds, the individual herd plan will include the following whole herd vaccination procedures in addition to other recognized procedures for prevention or control of the disease:

a. A blood sample shall be obtained from all test-eligible animals for serologic testing. If all tests are negative, the herd will be considered a Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd at high risk, but if any animals are reactors, the herd will be declared an infected herd and will follow the same rules for known infected herds as established in Rule 5C-6.0021, F.A.C.

b. In Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds at high risk, all eligible calves shall be calfhood vaccinated and identified. Within 10 days after negative serologic testing, all other female animals shall be vaccinated with a reduced dose of strain 19 vaccine and identified with an official “AV” (adult vaccination) tattoo in the right ear as well as the permanent individual official metal eartag. Following vaccination, the adult vaccinated animals will be placed under quarantine. Included in the individual herd plan shall be provisions for the herd to be tested within 30 to 180 days following vaccination. However, upon written request by the owner, the Area Veterinarian in Charge or Chief State Animal Health Official may extend the time of the first post-vaccination herd test to coordinate it with the recertification requirements. The herd must be retested at not less than 30-day intervals thereafter, until a negative test conducted at least 150 days later than the first negative test 30 days or longer after the last reactor, if any, is removed qualifies to release the quarantine. Certified Brucellosis-Free Herd status is suspended while the adult vaccinated animals remain under quarantine and is reinstated upon release from quarantine provided field strain Brucella abortus infection has not been diagnosed in the herd. During such period of quarantine, standard card test negative adult vaccinated animals in these Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds may move without restriction.

2. Dairy Herds. All of the foregoing shall apply to “AV” dairy herds. In addition, dairy herds shall either be negative to the last milk ring test or all individual lactating “AV” dairy animals shall have less than a 1:16 titer by the milk ring test on individual samples of all quarters prior to release from quarantine. Any “AV” dairy herd released from quarantine which continues to be suspicious on milk ring test surveillance shall be evaluated by the designated epidemiologist and monitored with further testing as necessary to ensure that there is no evidence of field strain brucella infection in the herd.

3. If infection is disclosed on the pre-vaccinal or subsequent herd tests prior to quarantine release, an additional herd test is required not less than six months after release of a vaccinated herd from quarantine. A post-sale retest on the animals moving from previously quarantined “AV” herds before the six months retest is required between 120 and 180 days. Animals may be tested as early as 45 days after movement if, at the time of test, at least six months have expired since the quarantine release of the herd of origin.

(3) Animals moved into adult vaccinated herds must originate in brucellosis negative herds and be negative to an official brucellosis test within 10 days prior to entry. Calves under six months and official calfhood vaccinates under 20 months for dairy breeds and 24 months for beef breeds which are not parturient or post parturient are exempt from the test requirements. Unvaccinated females must be vaccinated with strain 19 brucella vaccine before being placed in the herd.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–Amended 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, 2-5-85, Formerly 5C-6.021, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92.

5C-6.003 Classification of Areas.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, 4-1-86, Formerly 5C-6.03, Amended 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.0031 Class Free Area.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-26-83, Formerly 5C-6.031, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.0032 Class A Area.

Movement of animals on change of ownership within, into, or from Class A areas for the following purposes.

(1) Feeding.

(a) Movement into quarantined feedlots or quarantined pastures. Quarantined pastures are not allowed in Class Free Areas. Quarantined feedlots may exist in Class Free Areas for intrastate movements only.

1. Exposed animals from quarantined herds, except steers and spayed heifers, must be “S” hot-iron branded before movement and accompanied by an “S” brand permit (VS-1-27).

2. Untested test-eligible animals from other herds (including Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds) may move to quarantined feedlots or quarantined pastures without test restrictions. However, all parturient cattle must be tested upon entry into a quarantined feedlot. An official certificate of veterinary inspection is required for movement between areas. Exceptions to the “S” branding and “S” brand permits are allowed for finished fed heifers moving directly to immediate slaughter at recognized slaughtering establishments and for exposed animals where movement to slaughter does not require rail or motor carrier transportation.

(b) Movement into other feedlots. Requirements are the same as for breeding animals.

(2) Immediate slaughter.

(a) Exposed animals from quarantined herds shall be “S” hot-iron branded and move with an “S” brand permit to recognized slaughtering establishments or state-approved livestock markets for sale for immediate slaughter. In lieu of “S” branding, the animals may move directly to slaughter from such livestock markets or a farm of origin in sealed vehicles accompanied by an “S” brand permit (VS-1-27).

(b) Animals from nonquarantined herds may move to recognized slaughtering establishments or to state-approved livestock markets for sale for immediate slaughter without test restrictions if identity to source is maintained.

(3) Breeding animals.

(a) Test-eligible animals from Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds can move without test requirements if identity to source is maintained. An official certificate of veterinary inspection is required for movement between areas.

(b) A negative test within 30 days is required prior to movement from the farm of origin directly to the farm of destination. Animals may be moved from a farm of origin directly to a specifically approved stockyard for the required negative test. A 45 – 120 day post-movement test is strongly recommended.

(c) Steers and spayed heifers from any herd and official calfhood vaccinates of the dairy breeds under 20 months of age, official calfhood vaccinates of the beef breeds under 24 months of age which are not parturient or post parturient, or nonvaccinated animals less than 18 months of age from nonquarantined herds can move without test or certification restrictions.

(d) If the animals are from a herd not known to be infected, and the animals being moved have not changed ownership and are not going to change ownership, and if the animals are from herds which have had a complete herd test within 12 months and if any animals which were added to the herd after the herd test were also tested and, further, if the animals being moved have not come in contact with animals not meeting these requirements, then the additional testing requirements of subparagraph 5C-6.0032(4)(c)3., F.S.C., are not required. (The intent of this exception is to allow grazing associations, farmers, and ranchers to follow normal ranching operations although crossing jurisdictional boundaries during such movements without subjecting their animals to unnecessary handling and testing.)

(e) Calves from infected herds. All calves in an infected herd are included under the herd quarantine restrictions. If heifer calves are retained in the herd they should be calfhood vaccinated. These calves may be moved only if they comply with the requirements of sub-subparagraph 5C-6.0032(4)(c)6.a. or 5C-6.0032(4)(c)6.b., F.A.C. below:

1. The heifer calves must be “S” hot-iron branded or spayed, or

2. If retained on the farm:

a. The heifer calves must be quarantined and held separate and apart from the infected adult herd after weaning until they are negative on an official test following the completion of their first calving, or

b. If the heifer calves remain in the infected adult herd, the entire herd shall not be released from quarantine until all the heifer calves have matured and calved, then the entire herd must be tested negative for brucellosis to qualify for quarantine release.

(f) It is recommended that all female breeding stock be calfhood vaccinated.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 585.002(4), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History– New 6-26-83, Amended 2-5-85, Formerly 5C-6.032, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92, 4-10-94, 7-5-95.

5C-6.0033 Class B Area.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-26-83, Formerly 5C-6.033, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.0034 Class C Area.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 6-26-83, Formerly 5C-6.034, Amended 8-24-87, 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.004 Certified Brucellosis Free Area.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, Formerly 5C-6.04, Repealed 6-26-83.

5C-6.0041 Movements into and within Noncertified Areas.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, Formerly 5C-6.041, Repealed 6-26-83.

5C-6.005 Quarantined Feedlots and Quarantined Pastures.

(1) Quarantined feedlots. A quarantined feedlot is defined as a confined area under official state quarantine and approved jointly by state and federal animal health officials. Adequate procedures must be maintained to account for all animals entering or leaving the quarantined feedlot. Such quarantined feedlots shall be approved annually. All animals in a quarantined feedlot shall be classified as exposed to brucellosis. No breeding or “two-way” animals shall be allowed in the quarantined feedlot. The feedlot shall be maintained for finish feeding of animals in drylot. If provisions for pasturing or grazing adjacent to the feedlot premises are needed, it must be approved as designated below. All animals except steers and spayed heifers leaving such feedlot must go directly to slaughter; or may be moved directly to another quarantined feedlot with a permit from the state animal health official; or may be hot-iron “S” branded at the feedlot and moved to a specifically approved stockyard or state-approved livestock market to be sold for movement with a federal permit issued at the market directly to another quarantined feedlot or directly to slaughter. Animals originating in any herd in any area may be consigned without test directly to a quarantined feedlot or to a specifically approved stockyard or state-approved livestock market for sale and shipment directly to a quarantined feedlot. All test-eligible animals (see subsection 5C-6.00192(1), F.A.C.) over 18 months of age (as evidenced by the loss of the first pair of temporary incisor teeth) must be tested upon arrival unless they originate from a Class Free Area or from Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds or have proof of a negative test (copies of such proof to be maintained in the quarantined feedlot records) within the previous 30 days. Any reactors disclosed shall remain in the quarantined facility without further identification until removed for slaughter. They shall be traced and handled as any other MCI reactor. Animals consigned to a quarantined feedlot shall not be diverted en route for any other purpose. All animals, (except steers and spayed heifers) shall be permanently identified with a “S” hot-iron brand either on the left jaw or high on the tailhead (over the fourth to the seventh coccygeal vertebrae) upon entering such feedlots.

(2) Requirements for pasture or grazing areas adjacent to a Quarantined Feedlot.

(a) The pasture or grazing area must be located adjacent to the Quarantined Feedlot and must be jointly approved by state and federal animal health officials. It must be enclosed by a double fence (two fences at least 10 feet apart) to eliminate the possibility of direct contact of the quarantined animals with neighboring grazing or breeding animals.

(b) All herd owners with premises which are adjacent to the Quarantined Feedlot's pasture or grazing areas must receive prior notification of this proposed action and must give their written approval.

(c) Records of cattle movements into and out of the pasture or grazing areas must be kept and handled the same as records for the movement of cattle within the feedlot. This will provide inspectors the same surveillance opportunity that exists within the Quarantined Feedlot.

(3) Feedlots. A feedlot is defined as a confined drylot area for finish feeding animals on concentrated feed with no facilities for pasturing or grazing. Animals entering feedlots must meet all required testing procedures at origin and at destination. The feedlot must be treated as a herd if infection is traced to it by surveillance procedures or by epidemiologic measures, and the breeding animals and feedlot will be quarantined until released by testing procedures or slaughter.

(4) A quarantined pasture is defined as a confined grazing area under official state quarantine and approved jointly by state and federal animal health officials. The quarantined pasture shall be for the purpose of utilizing available forage to grow or improve the flesh condition of animals. A quarantined pasture shall not be used for breeding purposes and animals in the pasture must all be the same sex or neutered. The quarantined pasture will be approved for a specific period which shall not exceed 10 months. The pasture shall receive only intrastate animals and no interstate movements shall be made from it except to quarantined feedlots or directly to slaughter.

(5) All test-eligible animals (see subsection 5C-6.00192(1), F.A.C.) over 18 months of age (as evidenced by the loss of the first pair of temporary incisor teeth) must be tested upon arrival unless they originate from a Class Free Area or from Certified Brucellosis-Free Herds or have proof of a negative test (copies of such proof to be maintained in the quarantined pasture records) within the previous 30 days. Any reactors disclosed shall remain in the quarantined facility without further identification until removed for slaughter. They shall be traced and handled as any other MCI reactor.

(6) All animals in a quarantined pasture shall be classified as exposed to brucellosis. All animals except steers and spayed heifers shall be permanently identified by an “S” hot-iron brand on the left jaw or high on the tailhead (over the fourth to seventh coccygeal vertebrae) upon entering the pasture if not already so identified.

(7) All animals, including calves born in the quarantined pasture, must vacate the premises prior to the expiration of the specific period of approval. Calves born in the quarantined pasture shall be hot-iron “S” branded before movement. Movement from the quarantined pasture, except for steers and spayed heifers, shall be only under “S” brand permit to immediate slaughter or to a quarantined feedlot.

(8) The establishment of a quarantined pasture must be approved by the Deputy Administrator of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, upon request and justification by state animal health officials.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(4), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–Amended 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, 4-1-86, Formerly 5C-6.05, Amended 6-1-92, 7-5-95.

5C-6.0051 Quarantined Pastures.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, 4-1-86, Formerly 5C-6.051, Amended 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.006 Purpose and Requirements - Swine Brucellosis.

(1) All swine are subject to test. All swine in Florida are subject to brucellosis testing and the owner or custodian is required under receipt of official notice from the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to present his swine for test as directed.

(2) Official test. The following methods of brucellosis testing shall be considered official:

(a) The standard tube agglutination test accomplished by a state-federal laboratory upon blood samples collected by accredited veterinarians, or by such persons as may be authorized by the chief state and federal animal health regulatory officials.

(b) The standard card test conducted by representatives of the department or by such persons as may be authorized by the chief state and federal animal health regulatory officials.

(c) The semen plasma test, in boars used for artificial insemination, when used in conjunction with the standard card test or the standard tube agglutination test. Classification of animals will be based on the maximum titer of either test.

(3) Definition of reactor, suspect, and negative.

(a) A reactor to the brucellosis test is defined as follows:

1. Any swine that discloses complete standard tube test agglutination reactions to the blood titer dilution of 1:100 or higher.

2. Any swine having a complete reaction in the 1:25 dilution or higher, in an infected herd or in a herd of unknown status due to an incomplete herd test.

3. Any swine disclosing a positive standard card test reaction or are found infected by other diagnostic procedures.

(b) Standard card test-positive swine disclosed in a herd which is otherwise serologically, bacteriologically and epidemiologically negative may be considered as suspects and held under quarantine until subjected to subsequent tests to determine the status of the animals.

(c) A negative animal to the brucellosis test is defined as follows:

1. Any swine from an infected herd or herd of unknown status that discloses a standard tube test agglutination reaction of less than complete agglutination in the blood titer dilution of 1:25.

2. Any swine from a validated herd, a herd not known to be infected in a validated area, or on a complete herd test that discloses a standard tube test agglutination reaction of less than complete agglutination in the blood titer dilution of 1:100.

3. Any swine which gives no reaction to the brucellosis standard card test.

(4) Identification of tested swine. Each animal tested shall be individually and permanently identified by a numbered metal eartag or tattoo unless the animal is already identified by such eartag or tattoo. Registered purebred swine may be eartagged for identification, or if positive identification can be satisfactorily maintained by use of ear tattoo or ear notch, such identification may be used, providing all such identification has been recorded in the book of record of a purebred registry association and is accurately recorded on the reports which accompany the blood samples.

(5) Identification of reactor swine. Reactor swine are to be permanently identified by placing an approved reactor eartag in the left ear.

(6) Quarantine and quarantine release. All swine in infected herds must be placed under quarantine and be confined to the premises until free of brucellosis or sold for slaughter under permit. Two consecutive negative herd tests are required for release of quarantine, with the first test occurring not less than 30 days after the removal of all reactors, and the second test to occur not less than 90 days following the first negative test. Herds of origin of market swine test (MST) reactors which fail to reveal additional reactors on a test of the entire herd would not be required to be held under quarantine for additional testing unless evidence suggestive of brucellosis infection or exposure thereto is present.

(7) Disposition of reactors and other swine from infected herds. Reactors must be sold for slaughter and be removed from the premises within 15 days of the date of identification. Reactors and other swine from infected herds may be moved under permit for immediate slaughter directly to recognized slaughtering establishments or may be sold for immediate slaughter through the regular sales facilities of public auction markets. Reactor swine upon delivery to the slaughtering establishment shall be slaughtered as soon as practicable. The time may be extended for reasons mutually acceptable to the chief state and federal regulatory officials.

(8) Reports of testing and tagging. Reports covering the testing (official or private), tagging, or identifying as required by this chapter must be immediately filed with the department by the veterinarian accomplishing the work.

(9) Herd management. Swine owners are required to practice sound herd management and sanitation procedures necessary to maintain herds free from infection as recommended by representatives of the department.

(10) Cleaning and disinfection of infected premises. Premises shall be cleaned and disinfected under regulatory supervision within 15 days following removal of the reactors or the entire herd for slaughter. An extension of time may be granted under extenuating circumstances. Exemptions from the cleaning and disinfection requirements, when indicated, can be authorized by the chief state and federal regulatory officials.

(11) Services to owners. Services shall be rendered without expense to the owner as long as funds for such purposes are available; however, owners are to provide for the handling of their animals. Contracts with accredited veterinarians, nonprofessionals, other state and federal agencies, or with the management of privately owned firms are to be used as needed to assist state and federal animal health personnel accomplish necessary sample collections, animal identifications and other activities.

(12) Successful traceback of MST reactors. A successful traceback occurs when the premises or herd of origin of a MST reactor is located and the herd is tested. If the herd has been dispersed or a significant portion of the herd has been dispersed, the herd(s) of destination of these dispersed animals must be located and the brucellosis status of these dispersed animals established by official blood test to claim a successful traceback. Further testing in the herd(s) of destination shall be conducted as is deemed necessary by the designated epidemiologist. If all animals at the premises of origin were sold for slaughter, a successful traceback can also be claimed. However, if some animals were not sold for slaughter, then the animals sold for return to farms must be traced and tested at destination to claim successful traceback. Tracing to dealers, feedlots, commission firms, and such, are not considered successful tracebacks of reactors.

(13) Exposed swine. Swine that are part of a known infected herd or have been in contact with brucellosis reactors in marketing channels for periods of 24 hours or periods of less than 24 hours if the reactor has recently aborted, farrowed, or has a vaginal or uterine discharge, are considered to be exposed regardless of the blood test results and must be placed under quarantine and restricted pending slaughter or testing after return to the herd of origin.

(14) Terminating validation status. Herd or area validation status may be terminated at any time during the period if the herd or area does not maintain adequate surveillance measures or fails to comply with quarantine, testing schedules, initial testing schedule for suspicious herds detected by the surveillance measures, or proper disposal of reactors unless legal action has been instituted and is in progress.

(15) Reinstating validation status. When herds or areas lose validation status because of deficiencies in levels of surveillance or in procedures necessary for locating infected herds, controlling infected or exposed swine, and eliminating infected swine as prescribed under the various plans and procedures, the validation status may be reinstated upon presentation of sufficient evidence showing that the deficiencies have been corrected. Areas in which the deficiencies have not been corrected within six months of the termination of the status must qualify as for initial validation.

(16) Market test swine. Includes sows, boars, and stags moving in trade through auction markets, stockyards, buying stations, or to slaughter establishments; also included are those sows, boars, and stags assembled at farms or ranches that are being readied for immediate movement to markets, stockyards, or slaughtering establishments or other sales.

(17) Feedlot. A feedlot is defined as a confined drylot area for finish-feeding swine on concentrated feed with no facilities for pasturing or grazing. All swine in feedlots must be held separate and apart from all breeding swine.

(18) Herd test. The herd test must include all breeding swine six months of age and older. All swine being held for feeding purposes are exempt from herd test requirements provided they are maintained separate and apart from all breeding swine.

(19) Infected herd. A herd in which any of the swine discloses a standard tube test agglutination reaction of complete 1:100 or higher or is positive on the standard card test. The herd may be reclassified by a qualified epidemiologist on the results of additional diagnostic procedures if the percentage of reactor animals is less than five percent.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.145 FS. History–Amended 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, Formerly 5C-6.06, Amended 6-1-92.

5C-6.007 Handling of Infected Swine Herds.

If infection is disclosed in swine herds, one of the following plans shall be selected for eradicating the disease and for subsequently qualifying the herd for Validated Brucellosis-Free status, if desired. Infected herds under test for area validation status shall also choose one of these plans to eradicate brucellosis from the herd.

(1) Plan 1: Infected commercial herds.

(a) The entire herd shall be disposed of for slaughter as soon as practicable.

(b) All buildings and equipment and as much of the hog lots as possible shall be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected.

(c) Replace with stock from validated or negative herds, if possible, placing them on clean ground that has been free of swine for at least 30 days.

(2) Plan 2: Infected purebred herds desiring to retain valuable blood lines.

(a) Separate pigs from sows at 28 days of age or younger, and isolate.

(b) Market infected herd for slaughter as soon as practicable. Infected sows shall not be rebred and shall be slaughtered as soon as possible. Complete isolation of infected animals is required. The separated weanling pigs form the nucleus for establishment of the brucellosis-free herd.

(c) Test gilts to be used for the following season about 30 days before breeding. Save only gilts which are negative and breed these only to negative boars.

(d) Retest gilts after farrowing and before moving them from the individual farrowing pens or crates. Should reactors be found, they should be segregated from the remainder of the herd and slaughtered as soon as possible. Only pigs from negative sows should be selected for breeding gilts.

(e) Repeat this process until the herd is negative. The herd is eligible for release from quarantine upon passing three consecutive negative tests 60 to 90 days apart, with the first test not less than 30 days after removal of the last reactor.

(3) Plan 3: Herds with light infection (only a few reactors and where no clinical signs of brucellosis have been noted).

(a) Remove reactors for slaughter.

(b) Retest the herds at 30-day intervals, removing reactors for slaughter until entire herd is negative.

(c) This plan shall be abandoned if the herd is not readily freed of infection.

(d) A herd is eligible for quarantine release upon passing three consecutive negative tests 60 days apart.

Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.145 FS. History–Amended 9-1-72, 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, Formerly 5C-6.07, Amended 6-1-92.
5C-6.008 Validated Brucellosis-Free Herds.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.145 FS. History–New 6-26-83, Amended 2-5-85, Formerly 5C-6.08, Amended 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.009 Validated Brucellosis-Free Areas.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.145 FS. History–New 9-1-72, Amended 8-1-76, 9-30-80, 6-26-83, 2-5-85, Formerly 5C-6.09, Amended 6-1-92, Repealed 7-5-95.

5C-6.010 Feedlots for Swine.
Rulemaking Authority 585.002(3), 585.08(2) FS. Law Implemented 585.08(1), (3), 585.11(1), (2), 585.155(1), (2), (3), (4) FS. History–New 9-1-72,  Amended 9-1-72, 9-30-80, Formerly 5C-6.10, Repealed 7-5-95.
