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64B1-8.001 Definitions.

(1) Needles: solid filiform instruments used in the practice of acupuncture. This includes, but is not limited to, dermal needles, plum blossom needles, press needles, prismatic needles and disposable lancets. Pursuant to section 457.1085, F.S., all acupuncture needles that are to be used on a patient must be sterile and disposable, and each needle may be used only once.
(2) Sterilization: kills all microbial life, including all bacterial spores, for instruments which enter tissue. Sterilization is accomplished by subjecting clean items to steam under pressure (autoclaving), or to dry heat.
Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.1085 FS. Law Implemented 457.1085 FS. History–New 5-6-87, Amended 12-23-87, 6-7-89, Formerly 21AA-8.001, 61F1-8.001, 59M-8.001, Amended 2-26-01, 8-17-11.

64B1-8.002 Monitoring Sterilization and Infection Control.

(1) Sterilization of equipment other than acupuncture needles, when the equipment has penetrated tissue or has been exposed to blood, shall be accomplished by proper autoclaving according to the instructions of the manufacturer of the autoclave.

(2)(a) A sterilization indicator shall be used with each autoclaving to monitor the sterilization procedure.

(b) Strips must indicate both exposure to steam and 250º F.

(3) All sterilized items must be stored and handled in a manner which maintains sterility.

(4) Each acupuncture office utilizing autoclave sterilization techniques shall post the sterilization procedures and shall maintain documentation of all autoclave service.

(5) It shall be the responsibility of the Acupuncturist to insure that personnel responsible for performing sterilization procedures pursuant to this rule shall be adequately trained.

(6) The procedures and equipment used for sterilization must have their efficacy tested periodically. Adequacy of steam under pressure (e.g., autoclave) must have its efficacy verified by appropriate biological monitoring at least once every 40 hours (2400 minutes) of use or at least once every thirty days, whichever comes first.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.1085 FS. Law Implemented 457.1085 FS. History–New 5-6-87, Amended 12-23-87, 6-7-89, 11-13-89, Formerly 21AA-8.002, 61F1-8.002, Amended 2-22-96, Formerly 59M-8.002, Amended 2-26-01, 8-17-11.

64B1-8.003 Office Hygiene.

An acupuncture office shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary manner, as consistent with Rule Chapter 64B1-8, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.1085 FS. Law Implemented 457.1085 FS. History–New 5-6-87, Formerly 21AA-8.003, 61F1-8.003, 59M-8.003, Amended 10-15-23.

64B1-8.004 Disposal of Biomedical Waste.

Biomedical waste must be managed pursuant to the provisions of chapter 64E-16, F.A.C., effective December 2, 2015, which is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-10517.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.1085 FS. Law Implemented 457.1085 FS. History–New 5-6-87, Amended 12-23-87, 5-30-91, Formerly 21AA-8.004, 61F1-8.004, 59M-8.004, Amended 6-8-00, 6-20-19.

64B1-8.005 Infection Control Training.

Prior to commencement of clinical training, every approved course of study and tutorial program shall provide training in clean needle technique and universal precautions for preventing the transmission of bloodborn pathogens and other infectious diseases, including, for example, HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, staphylococcus, and tuberculosis.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.1085 FS. Law Implemented 457.1085 FS. History–New 10-25-95, Formerly 59M-8.005.

64B1-8.006 Laboratory Test and Imaging Results Education.

During didactic and clinical training, and as part of continuing education, the Board of Acupuncture requires courses of study as to the safe and beneficial use of laboratory tests and imaging findings in the practice of acupuncture and oriental medicine.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.107, 457.1085 FS. Law Implemented 457.105, 457.107, 457.1085 FS. History–New 2-18-01.

