CHAPTER 64B12-14

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE FOR BOARD CERTIFIED OPTICIANS

64B12-14.002 
Application for Board Certification and Renewal

64B12-14.004 
Board Certification Course Requirements and Course Approval

64B12-14.002 Application for Board Certification and Renewal.

(1) A licensed optician who wishes to be certified by the Board to be qualified to independently fill, fit, adapt or dispense soft contact lenses pursuant to section 484.002, F.S., and subsection 64B12-10.009(2), F.A.C, shall submit to the Board, Form MQA 1194, Optician Application for Board Certification, (revised 07/19), which is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, and can be obtained from the Board of Opticianry’s website at www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/opticianry or at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-11265. The application shall be accompanied by the fee specified in rule 64B12-11.014, F.A.C., which is non-refundable.

(2) To assure up-to-date training and current competency prior to Board Certification, applicants for Board Certification must complete the course required by rule 64B12-14.004, F.A.C., within a period of no more than 2 years prior to application.

(3) Any applicant whose application or qualifications submitted raises questions regarding the ability to practice safely as a Board Certified Optician shall be required to personally appear before the Board to answer questions which are reasonably related to issues raised by the application, qualifications and ability to practice safely as a Board Certified Optician.

(4) Board Certified Opticians must renew their certification biennially by providing to the Department proof of compliance with the continuing education requirements of rule 64B12-15.001, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 484.005(1) FS. Law Implemented 484.002(6), 484.005(1) FS. History–New 3-5-87, Amended 3-30-89, 1-30-91, Formerly 21P-14.002, 61G13-14.002, 59U-14.002, Amended 10-12-97, 9-4-05, 10-13-09, 12-12-19.

64B12-14.004 Board Certification Course Requirements and Course Approval.

Applicants for Board Certification must submit with their application proof of satisfactory completion of Board approved courses which meet the requirements of this rule.

(1) The required total course work must consist of 16 classroom hours of instruction and 4 hours of clinical training.

(2) Classroom instruction must include the following components in the specified hours:

(a) 2 hours contact lens theory;

(b) 2 hours pre- and post-fitting customer observation, evaluation and record keeping;

(c) 2 hours customer follow-up care including follow-up care that may be required to be performed by the prescribing optometrist or medical doctor and referral;

(d) 1 hour contact lens solution selection;

(e) 2 hours overview of contact lens induced pathology;

(f) 2 hours ocular surface anatomy;

(g) 2 hours instrument use and maintenance;

(h) 3 hours basic lens fitting.

(3) Clinical Training must be conducted under the direct supervision of the instructor and must include the following components in the specified hours:

(a) 1 hour lens modification;

(b) 1 hour contact lens insertion and removal;

(c) 1 hour observation, evaluation and referral of customers with appropriate record keeping practice; and,
(d) 1 hour actual use of equipment required by rule 64B12-10.007, F.A.C.

(4) Courses may be taught only by instructors whose qualifications have been approved by the Board, or a committee of the Board appointed by the Chair. Approval must be obtained prior to the course being offered. The following qualifications are required for approval.

(a) Having been a licensed optometrist, ophthalmologist or optician and actively engaged in contact lens fitting for 2 years immediately preceding instructorship, or

(b) Having been actively engaged as a contact lens instructor in an approved school of opticianry, an accredited school of optometry or an accredited medical school.

(5) Instructor-student ratios for classroom instruction must not exceed 40 students to 1 instructor. Instructor-student ratios for clinical experience must not exceed 20 students to 1 instructor.

(6) A course outline shall be submitted to the Board, or a committee of the Board appointed by the Chair, for review to determine the sufficiency of the course in meeting the requirements of this rule, prior to the course receiving Board approval.

(7) Board certification courses may be taken for the purpose of fulfilling continuing education course requirements, but only if they are not taken to obtain Board certification as described herein.

Rulemaking Authority 484.002(6), 484.005(4) FS. Law Implemented 484.002(6), 484.008(3) FS. History–New 7-7-87, Formerly 21P-14.004, 61G13-14.004, 59U-14.004, Amended 11-4-03, 9-4-05.
