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64B13-4.001 Examination Requirements.

(1) Licensure Examination. The licensure examination authorized in Section 463.006(2), F.S., shall consist of the following parts:
(a) The Patient Assessment and Management (PAM) portion of the examination developed by the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) as Part II of its examination which includes an embedded Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease (TMOD) examination. An applicant for licensure in Florida must obtain a passing score on the TMOD section of the examination as well as an overall passing score on the examination.
(b) The Clinical Skills (CSE) portion of the examination developed by the NBEO as Part III of its examination.
(c) A written examination on applicable Florida laws and rules governing the practice of optometry developed yearly by Florida Board of Optometry approved consultants in conjunction with NBEO, and administered by NBEO as Part IV of its examination. The Board shall review and approve the content of the laws and rules examination annually. A score of eighty-four percent (84%) or better must be obtained in order to achieve a passing score on Part IV of the NBEO examination.

(d) The Florida Practical Examination. The Florida Practical Examination shall be developed by consultants approved by the Florida Board of Optometry in conjunction with the NBEO, and shall be administered by the NBEO as part of the NBEO National Clinical Skills examination.

1. Examiners for the Florida Practical Examination, and the grading criteria to be used by the examiners, shall be those selected by the NBEO to examine and grade the NBEO CSE.

2. The Florida Practical Examination shall consist of the following tested skills.  Because the Board requires passage of all three (3) skills on the same test attempt, the three (3) skills are weighted equally.

a. Biomicroscopy

b. Binocular Indirect Ophthalmoscopy

c. Dilated Biomicroscopy and Non-Contact Fundus Lens Evaluation

3. The passing score for each skill shall be seventy-five percent (75%) or better, and a passing score on each of the three (3) skills must be obtained on the same test attempt.
(2) Passing Scores.
(a) An applicant for licensure must achieve a passing score on all four (4) parts of the licensure examination in order to be licensed in Florida. Passing scores for the Florida Practical Examination and Laws and Rules portion of the NBEO licensure examination are as set by the Board in this rule. Passing scores for the Patient Assessment and Management portion and the Clinical Skills portion of the NBEO licensure examination are established by the NBEO.
(b)1. Pursuant to Section 463.006(3), F.S., the Board will accept passing scores obtained on any part of the licensure examination obtained within the three (3) year period immediately preceding application for licensure or within the three (3) year period following submission of an application for licensure in Florida. Scores obtained on any part of the licensure examination obtained more than three (3) years immediately preceding application or more than three (3) years following the date of submission of an application for Florida licensure will not be accepted.

2. Pursuant to Section 120.60(1), F.S., the Board’s approval of an application will not result in issuance of a license until passing scores on all parts of the Florida licensure examination are achieved.

3. If an applicant fails to achieve passing scores on all parts of the Florida licensure examination within the time period specified above, the Board shall not certify the applicant to the Department and the applicant shall not be issued a Florida license based upon the approved application; to achieve licensure, the applicant must re-apply and meet all then-current licensing requirements.

(c) Pursuant to Rule 64B13-4.004, F.A.C., an application for licensure will not be deemed complete until an applicant demonstrates graduation from a Board approved school or college of optometry as specified in subsection 64B13-4.004(2), F.A.C.; incomplete applications expire one (1) year after initial filing.

(3) Certification Examination. A licensee applying for certification must obtain a passing score on either the TMOD examination embedded in the Patient Assessment and Management portion of the examination developed and administered by the NBEO or a passing score on the stand alone TMOD examination developed and administered by the NBEO.
Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1), 463.005, 463.006(2) FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.017(1), 463.006(2), (3) FS. History–New 11-13-79, Amended 5-28-80, 7-10-80, 8-20-81, 2-14-82, 6-6-82, 10-3-82, 4-10-84, 5-29-85, Formerly 21Q-4.01, Amended 7-21-86, 11-20-86, 7-27-87, 7-11-88, 7-18-91, 4-14-92, Formerly 21Q-4.001, Amended 2-14-94, Formerly 61F8-4.001, Amended 8-8-94, 11-21-94, 4-21-96, Formerly 59V-4.001, Amended 7-27-99, 7-15-02, 3-8-04, 4-22-10, 10-13-10, 7-21-11, 6-5-12, 2-27-14, 11-5-14, 9-30-15, 9-7-17, 1-24-18, 10-2-18.
64B13-4.002 Reexamination.
An applicant who fails to achieve a passing score on any part of the licensure examination may retake any part by registering directly with the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO). There is no limitation on the number of times an applicant may retake any examination part.
Rulemaking Authority 456.017(2), 463.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.017(2), 463.006 FS. History–New 11-13-79, Amended 10-3-82, 4-7-85, 7-9-85, Formerly 21Q-4.02, Amended 11-20-86, 4-20-93, Formerly 21Q-4.002, 61F8-4.002, Amended 11-21-94, Formerly 59V-4.002, Amended 7-15-02, 2-1-12, 2-27-14, 2-28-16, 10-2-18.
64B13-4.003 Examination Review Procedure.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(2) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(2) FS. History–New 11-13-79, Amended 4-17-80, Formerly 21Q-4.03, Amended 6-18-92, Formerly 21Q-4.003, 61F8-4.003, 59V-4.003, Amended 2-27-14, Repealed 2-28-16.
64B13-4.004 Manner of Application; Approved Schools or Colleges.

(1) Applications. All applications for licensure as a certified optometrist shall be made on the form titled “Application for Licensure as Certified Optometrist” number DH-MQA 1128 (Revised 07/2020), which is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the board office or at: http://www.floridaoptometry.gov, or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12454. All applications for licensure as a certified optometrist shall include the non-refundable application fee as specified in subsection 64B13-6.001(5), F.A.C., and the initial licensure fee as specified in subsection 64B13-6.001(1), F.A.C. Applications will not be deemed complete until the applicant submits proof of graduation from a Board approved school or college of optometry, as specified in subsection (2), below. No application shall be deemed complete which does not set forth all the information required by said forms and which fails to include all fees as set forth in this rule. An incomplete application for licensure expires one year from the initial date of application.
(2) Approved Schools. An approved and accredited school or college of optometry is one that is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Optometric Education and that requires successful passage of the Applied Basic Science (Part I) portion of the NBEO examination as part of its educational curriculum. An applicant who has graduated from an accredited school or college of optometry that does not require passage of the Applied Basic Science (Part I) portion of the NBEO examination as part of its educational curriculum who provides evidence in an NBEO score report that the applicant successfully passed the Applied Basic Science (Part I) portion of the NBEO examination shall qualify as having graduated from an approved and accredited school or college of optometry.
(3) Certification of Licensed Practitioners. Any licensed practitioner licensed to practice optometry in Florida prior to July 1, 1993, who is not a certified optometrist and who desires to be licensed as a certified optometrist shall apply to the department for certification. The board will approve a licensed practitioner who satisfies the requirements of subsection 64B13-4.001(3) and Rule 64B13-10.001, F.A.C., and remits the fee established in subsection 64B13-6.001(5), F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 463.005, 463.006 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0635, 463.002(3)(c), 463.006 FS. History–New 11-13-79, Amended 4-17-80, Formerly 21Q-4.04, Amended 11-20-86, 4-19-89, 6-25-92, 6-6-93, Formerly 21Q-4.004, Amended 6-14-94, Formerly 61F8-4.004, Amended 3-21-95, 5-29-95, Formerly 59V-4.004, Amended 7-15-02, 11-3-03, 11-16-05, 10-30-08, 8-30-09, 10-18-10, 9-8-13, 2-27-14, 8-12-14, 7-13-16, 12-11-16, 1-24-18, 10-2-18, 1-2-20, 12-20-20.
64B13-4.005 Criteria for Selection of Consultants.

The following criteria are hereby established for the selection of consultants:

(1) All prospective consultants must have received approval of the Board Chair prior to their selection by the Department of Health. The Department shall submit the curriculum vitae of new consultants.

(2) In order to receive approval of the Board Chair, a prospective consultant must comply with the following minimum requirements:

(a) Licensure as an optometrist in this State for at least three years preceding the date of the examination development meeting at which they will serve as a consultant.

(b) The absence of any finding by the Board that the prospective consultant has violated Chapters 456 and 463, F.S., or the rules promulgated thereunder or is under current investigation by the Department or the Agency for Health Care Administration.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(b) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(a), (b) FS. History–New 10-6-81, Formerly 21Q-4.05, Amended 7-21-86, 11-20-86, Formerly 21Q-4.005, 61F8-4.005, 59V-4.005, Amended 2-7-01, 8-7-01, 3-8-04, 11-5-14, 12-26-21.
64B13-4.006 Security and Monitoring Procedures for Licensure Examination.

To avoid compromising the integrity of the examination question bank and thereby risking the validity of Part IV of the licensure examination, questions used shall be regularly written, updated and/or modified by consultants appointed by the Board in conjunction with the National Board of Examiners in Optometry, and the same or similar questions shall not be repeated, when feasible, more than once every three (3) years.
Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(d) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(d) FS. History–New 6-6-82, Formerly 21Q-4.06, 21Q-4.006, 61F8-4.006, 59V-4.006, Amended 2-1-12, 11-5-14, 2-28-16.
64B13-4.007 Optometry Faculty Certificate. 

To obtain a optometric faculty certificate pursuant to Section 463.0057, F.S., the applicant must submit an Initial Optometry Faculty Certificate Application, form number DH-MQA 1134, (07/2020) which is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the board office or at: http://www.floridaasoptometry.gov, or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12453, and the fees set forth in Rule 64B13-6.001, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 463.005, 463.0057 FS. Law Implemented 463.0635, 463.0057 FS. History–New 4-2-09, Amended 10-18-10, 7-13-16, 1-2-20, 12-20-20.
64B13-4.009 Dispensing Practitioner Registration.
To register as a dispensing practitioner, the licensee must submit a Dispensing Practitioner Registration, form number DH-MQA 1137, (8/08) which is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the board office or at: http://www.floridasoptometry.gov, or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-08180, and the fees set forth in Rule 64B13-6.001, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 463.005 FS. Law Implemented 465.0276 FS. History–New 3-31-09, Amended 6-11-17.
