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64B15-12.001 Examinations.

(1) Pursuant to Section 456.017(1)(c), F.S., the Board hereby approves and designates the use of an examination prepared by the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners as the examination prescribed by Section 459.0055, F.S., for use by the Department.

(2) The minimum passing score on this examination shall be determined by the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners.

(a) In order to pass this examination a candidate must obtain a scaled score of 75 or better on this examination.

(b) This scaled score of 75 is statistically equivalent to one and one half (1 1/2) standard deviations below the mean raw score for the group of persons who have been examined as a part of the national program of examination of osteopathic physician candidates.

(3) For any applicant who has successfully completed Parts I and II of the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners’ examination, who has not taken or has not passed Part III of the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners’ examination in a timely manner, the Board of Osteopathic Medicine determines that successful completion of the COMVEX (Comprehensive Osteopathic Medical Variable-Purpose Examination) is a substantially similar examination to the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners’ examination Part III, and will be accepted by this Board.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(c), 459.005, 459.0055 FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(c), 459.0055 FS. History–New 10-23-79, Formerly 21R-12.01, Amended 10-30-91, Formerly 21R-12.001, 61F9-12.001, Amended 10-15-95, Formerly 59W-12.001, Amended 4-28-98.

64B15-12.003 Applications for Licensure.

Applications for licensure by examination or endorsement must include a completed application form and appropriate fee as set forth in Section 459.0055, F.S., and subsection 64B15-10.002(1), F.A.C. The instructions and application form, DH-MQA 1029, (Revised 11/20), entitled “Osteopathic Physician Application For Licensure” is hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12749, from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256, or from the website at: http://www.floridasosteopathicmedicine.gov/. Such application and fee shall expire one year from the date on which the application is initially received by the Board. After a period of one year a new application and fee must be submitted.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 459.005, 459.0055, 459.0092 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0135, 456.0635, 456.039, 456.50, 459.0055, 459.0085, 459.0092 FS. History–New 6-4-91, Formerly 21R-12.003, 61F9-12.003, Amended 10-15-95, Formerly 59W-12.003, Amended 9-26-00, 3-9-03, 6-1-09, 5-4-10, 9-16-10, 2-14-12, 7-3-12, 8-1-13. 7-22-14, 8-13-15, 9-11-16, 2-20-17, 10-28-19, 9-15-20, 4-4-21.
64B15-12.0031 Registration as a Dispensing Physician; Delegation of Dispensing to Prescribing Physician Assistants.

A physician may dispense drugs to his or her patient in the regular course of his or her practice provided that the physician is registered as a dispensing physician with the Board of Osteopathic Medicine. In order to register as a dispensing physician, the physician must:

(1) Submit application to the Board on form DH-MQA 1242, entitled “Osteopathic Physician Dispensing Registration,” (8/20), which is hereby incorporated by reference and available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12395 or from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine’s website at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/osteopath/index.html.

(2) Comply with the provisions of Section 465.0276, F.S., regarding dispensing physicians; and,
(3) Pay the registration fee as set forth in Rule 64B15-10.005, F.A.C.

(4) Pursuant to Section 459.022(4)(e), F.S., a dispensing physician who supervises a Florida-licensed prescribing physician assistant has the authority to delegate to the prescribing physician assistant the dispensing of any medication used in the supervising physician’s practice unless such medication is listed in the formulary set forth in Rule 64B15-6.0038, F.A.C. The delegation of dispensing to the prescribing physician assistant must be documented with the Board of Osteopathic Medicine by completing form DH-MQA 1240, entitled “Physician Assistant Dispensing Notification,” (8/21), which is hereby incorporated by reference and available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13893 or from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine’s website at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/medical/me_applicant.html. No fee is required for the delegation of dispensing to physician assistants.
Rulemaking Authority 459.005, 465.0276 FS. Law Implemented 465.0276, 459.022(4)(e) FS. History–New 12-6-10, Amended 11-24-20, 12-7-21.

64B15-12.004 Personal Appearance by Applicant.

Rulemaking Authority 459.005, 459.0055 FS. Law Implemented 459.0055 FS. History–New 12-22-91, Formerly 21R-12.004, 61F9-12.004, Amended 10-15-95, Formerly 59W-12.004, Repealed 8-13-15.
64B15-12.005 Limited Licensure.

(1) Each applicant for limited licensure pursuant to Section 459.0075, F.S., shall file board approved application form, DH-MQA 1171 (Revised 11/20), Osteopathic Physician Application for Limited License, which is hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12750, from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256, or by web at www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/osteopath/index.html. For purposes of this rule, retired means previously separated or withdrawn from the practice of Osteopathic Medicine, as distinguished from a relocation of the applicant’s practice to a different geographic area.

(2) Any applicant for limited licensure who has been out of active practice of Osteopathic Medicine for more than 3 years prior to application for limited license must, as a condition of said licensure, function under the supervision of the full-time director of a local health unit for six months unless the Board determines that a shorter period of supervision will be sufficient to ensure that the applicant is qualified for licensure. Supervision under this subsection shall be consistent with the following criteria:

(a) The applicant shall prepare a practice plan, detailing the practice setting, other facilities, and numbers and types of patients expected.

(b) The supervising physician must be easily available and must have a pre-arranged plan of activity or treatment for specific patient problems which the supervised limited licensee may carry out in the absence of any complications.

(c) It shall be the responsibility of the limited licensee to insure that the director of the local health unit files with the Board a statement certifying that the limited licensee has completed the training program.

(d) The Board shall, for good cause, reduce the supervision period.

(3) It shall be the responsibility of the full-time county public health director to assist in the supervision of any limited licensee. In the absence of specific approval by the Board of supervision by another physician other than the director, the director shall be responsible for said supervisor. This supervision shall be consistent with the following criteria:

(a) The supervising physician shall be easily available to the limited licensee.

(b) The supervising physician shall report to the Board any information or actions by the limited licensee which would be grounds for revocation of a limited license.

(c) The supervising physician shall respond to any written request from the Board for comments or information regarding the limited licensee’s performance.

(4) Any person desiring to obtain a limited license pursuant to Section 459.0075, F.S., shall complete or shall have completed 40 hours of continuing education in the two year period preceding licensure.

Rulemaking Authority 459.005, 456.013, 459.0075, 459.0092 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0135, 456.039, 456.50, 456.0635, 459.0055, 459.0075, 459.0085, 459.0092 FS. History–New 10-28-93, Formerly 61F9-12.005, Amended 10-15-95, Formerly 59W-12.005, Amended 11-27-97, 6-28-09, 3-25-10, 6-23-10, 8-1-13, 12-22-13, 9-11-16, 2-20-17, 5-23-17, 10-28-19, 9-15-20, 4-4-21.
64B15-12.006 Active Status License.

Rulemaking Authority 456.036 FS. Law Implemented 456.036 FS. History–New 11-28-94, Formerly 59W-12.006, Repealed 7-25-12.
64B15-12.007 Inactive Status License.

(1) Any licensee may elect to place the license into inactive status by submitting a request in writing to the Board, or to the Department at the time of renewal, and, depending upon when the licensee elects to place the license into inactive status, paying the appropriate fee set forth in rule Chapter 64B15-10, F.A.C.

(2) An inactive status licensee may change to active status at any time provided the licensee meets the continuing education requirements of Rule 64B15-13.001, F.A.C.; however, if the license has been inactive for more than one (1) year, the licensee must meet the requirements of Rule 64B15-13.002, F.A.C.

(3)(a) Inactive status licensees choosing active status at the time of renewal must pay the active status renewal fee and the reactivation fee. 
(b) Inactive status licensees choosing active status at any other time than at the time of license renewal shall pay the difference between the inactive status renewal fee and the active status renewal fee, the reactivation fee and the fee to change licensure status. 
(4) A licensee whose license has been in inactive status for more than two consecutive biennial licensure cycles and who has not been practicing medicine on a full-time basis in another jurisdiction during such period of time, shall be required to appear before the Board before the license can be placed into active status. The Board at the time of the appearance shall impose upon the licensee reasonable conditions necessary to insure that the licensee can practice with the care and skill sufficient to protect the health, safety and welfare to the public. For purposes of this rule, “full-time basis” shall be defined as working as a physician for over 20 hours per week.

Rulemaking Authority 456.036 FS. Law Implemented 456.036 FS. History–New 11-28-94, Amended 3-28-95, Formerly 59W-12.007, Amended 12-30-01, 11-2-05, 7-25-12, 8-12-19.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 164B15-12.0075 Requirements for Reactivation of Retired Status License.

A retired status license shall be reactivated upon demonstration that the licensee has paid the reactivation fee set forth in Rule 64B15-10.0032, F.A.C., and has complied with the following requirements:

(1) As a condition to the reactivation of a retired status license, a physician must:

(a) Submit documentation of successful completion of twenty (20) hours per year of continuing medical education courses which comply with the requirements of Rule 64B15-13.001, F.A.C., for each year of retired status; however, if the license has been inactive for more than one (1) year, the licensee must meet the requirements of Rule 64B15-13.002, F.A.C.
(b) Document compliance with the financial responsibility requirements of Section 459.0085, F.S., and rule Chapter 64B15-20, F.A.C.; and,
(c) Document compliance with Section 456.033, F.S.

(2) Any osteopathic physician whose license has been on retired status for more than five (5) years or a licensee from another state who has not been in the active practice of osteopathic medicine within the past five (5) years shall be required to appear before the Board and establish the ability to practice with the care and skill sufficient to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public. At the time of such appearance, the physician must:

(a) Demonstrate compliance with subsection (1) above;

(b) Demonstrate successful completion of the COMVEX examination within the year immediately proceeding the appearance before the Board; and,
(c) Account for any activities related to the practice of osteopathic medicine during the period that the licensee was on retired status or not practicing in another jurisdiction and establish an absence of malpractice or disciplinary actions pending in any jurisdiction.

(3) The Department shall refuse to reactivate the license of a retired status osteopathic physician who is under investigation or prosecution in any jurisdiction for an action that would constitute a violation of this chapter or the professional practice acts administered by the Department and the boards, until 15 days after the Department receives the final results of the investigation or prosecution.

Rulemaking Authority 456.036 FS. Law Implemented 456.036, 459.0085FS. History–New 11-20-07, Amended 8-12-19.

64B15-12.008 Delinquent License.

(1) The failure of any license holder to elect active or inactive status before the license expires shall cause the license to become delinquent.

(2) The delinquent status licensee must affirmatively apply for active or inactive status during the licensure cycle in which the license becomes delinquent. The failure by the delinquent status licensee to cause the license to become active or inactive before the expiration of the licensure cycle in which the license became delinquent shall render the license null and void without further action by the Board or the Department.

(3) The delinquent status licensee who applies for active or inactive license status shall:

(a) File with the Board the complete application for either active or inactive status;
(b) Pay to the Board either the active status or inactive status renewal fee, the delinquency fee, and if applicable the change of status fee; and,
(c) If active status is elected, demonstrate compliance with the continuing education requirements found in Rule 64B15-13.001, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 456.036 FS. Law Implemented 456.036 FS. History–New 11-28-94, Formerly 59W-12.008, Amended 2-26-02, 7-25-12.
64B15-12.009 Osteopathic Faculty Certificate.

(1) An Osteopathic Faculty Certificate may be issued by the Department to a faculty member of a school accredited by the American Osteopathic Association upon the request of the dean of the school if the faculty member has demonstrated to the Board that:

(a) The faculty member is currently licensed to practice osteopathic medicine in another jurisdiction of the United States; and,
(b) Is a graduate of a school of osteopathic medicine accredited by the American Osteopathic Association; and,
(c) Files an application on board approved application form, DH-MQA 1193 (Revised 11/20), Application for Osteopathic Medical Faculty Certificate, which is hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12751, from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256 or by web at www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/osteopath/index.html, and otherwise meets the requirements contained in Section 459.0055, F.S.; and,
(d) Has submitted the application fee required by subsection 64B15-10.002(4), F.A.C.

(2) An Osteopathic Faculty Certificate authorizes the holder to practice only in conjunction with his or her teaching duties at an accredited school of osteopathic medicine or in its affiliated teaching hospitals or clinics.

(3) Faculty Certificates shall automatically expire upon termination of the holder’s relationship with the school or after a period of 24 months, whichever occurs first. Faculty Certificates are subject to cancellation or revocation by the Board for failure to comply with Chapters 456 and 459, F.S., and rule Division 64B15, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 459.005, 459.0077 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0135, 456.039, 456.0635, 456.50, 459.0055, 459.0077, 459.0085 FS. History–New 2-26-02, Amended 6-28-09, 3-11-10, 9-20-10, 8-1-13, 5-8-17, 10-30-17, 10-28-19, 9-15-20, 4-4-21.
64B15-12.010 Temporary Certificate to Practice in an Area of Critical Need.

Applications for Temporary Certificate to Practice in an Area of Critical Need must include a completed application form and appropriate fee as set forth in Section 459.0076, F.S., and Rule 64B15-10.002, F.A.C. The instructions and application form, DH-MQA 1249, (Revised 11/20), entitled “Osteopathic Physician Application For Temporary Certificate for Practice in an Area of Critical Need” is hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12752, from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256, or from the website at: www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/osteopath/index.html. Such application and fee shall expire one year from the date on which the application is initially received by the Board. After a period of one year a new application and fee must be submitted.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 459.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0135, 456.039, 456.0635, 456.50, 459.0055, 459.0076, 459.0085 FS. History–New 2-28-12, Amended 8-1-13, 3-30-15, 9-11-16, 2-20-17, 10-28-19, 9-15-20, 4-4-21.
64B15-12.011 Temporary Certificate for Active Duty Military and Veterans Practicing in Areas of Critical Need.

Applications for Temporary Certificate for Active Duty Military and Veterans Practicing in Areas of Critical Need must include a completed application form and appropriate licensure fee as set forth in Section 459.00761, F.S., and Rule 64B15-10.002, F.A.C. The instructions and application form, DH-MQA 5002, (Revised 11/20), entitled “Osteopathic Physician Application for Temporary Certificate for Active Duty Military and Veterans Practicing in Areas of Critical Need” is hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12754, from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256, or from the website at: www.floridasosteopathicmedicine.gov. Such application and fee shall expire one year from the date on which the application is initially received by the Board. After a period of one year a new application and fee must be submitted.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 459.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0135, 456.039, 456.0635, 456.50, 459.0055, 459.00761, 459.0085 FS. History–New 8-14-14, Amended 9-11-16, 2-20-17, 10-28-19, 9-15-20, 4-4-21.
