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64B20-2.001 Licensure by Certification of Credentials.

(1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a speech-language pathologist or audiologist shall apply to the Department of Health and pay the fee required by Rule 64B20-3.0001, F.A.C. The application shall be made on Form DH-SPA-1, Application for Active Licensure as a Speech-Language Pathologist or Audiologist With Instructions Attached, which is incorporated by reference herein, revised (6/20), and can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12514, or the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C-06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256 or at http://floridasspeechaudiology.gov/resources/. The Department shall notify the applicant by letter of any deficiencies in the application within 30 days after the application is filed. The applicant shall rectify all deficiencies in the application within one year from the date of such letter or the application will be processed as an incomplete application and the application file will be closed.

(2) The Board shall certify for licensure only those applicants who have completed the application form, remitted the application fee established by Rule 64B20-3.0001, F.A.C., remitted the initial license fee established by Rule 64B20-3.0001, F.A.C., and who have demonstrated to the Board that they:

(a) Satisfied the educational requirements as prescribed in Rule 64B20-2.002, F.A.C.

(b) Satisfied the professional employment experience prescribed in Rule 64B20-2.004, F.A.C.

(c) Passed the licensure examination required by Rule 64B20-2.005, F.A.C.

(3) All applicants for renewal of initial license or licensure by endorsement shall submit to the Board proof of completion of a two (2) hour continuing education course relating to the prevention of medical errors. The 2-hour course shall count toward the total number of continuing education hours required for the profession. The course shall be provided by a Board-approved continuing education provider and shall include a study of root-cause analysis, error reduction and prevention, and patient safety. The address of the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 468.1135(4), 468.1145 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0635(2), 468.1145(2), (4), 468.1185 FS. History–New 3-14-91, Amended 5-25-92, Formerly 21LL-2.001, Amended 11-30-93, Formerly 61F14-2.001, 59BB-2.001, Amended 6-4-02, 5-18-04, 7-16-09, 4-18-10, 7-13-13, 10-23-16, 4-20-20, 1-12-21.
64B20-2.002 Educational Requirements.

(1) Candidates for licensure or provisional licensure as a speech-language pathologist shall submit to the Board an official transcript or transcripts to evidence the receipt of a masters degree or has completed the academic requirements of a doctoral program with a major emphasis in speech-language pathology, including supervised clinical practicum experience.

(a) Applicants enrolled in an approved program prior to January 5, 2005, shall have completed a minimum of 60 semester hours (at least 36 hours must be earned in graduate level courses). Applicants enrolled in an approved program after January 5, 2005, shall have completed a minimum of 75 semester hours (at least 36 hours earned at the graduate level). An approved program must address the areas of knowledge and skill set forth in Section 468.1155(2)(b), F.S. Approved supervised clinical practicum experiences require completion of at least 300 clock hours of supervised experience, with at least 200 of the 300 hours in the area of speech-language pathology.
(b) The master’s or doctoral degree must be conferred by an institution of higher learning which, at the time the applicant was enrolled and graduated, was accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or from an institution which is publicly recognized as a member in good standing with the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada. If the transcript submitted pursuant to this section does not, at the time it is submitted, reflect that the applicant has a master’s degree, the Board will not accept the transcript as evidence of such degree unless it is accompanied by Form SPA-2D, Certification of Conferral of Master’s Degree, which is incorporated herein by reference, effective 3-16-94. An applicant for licensure based on a doctoral program must submit Form SPA-0002E, Certification of Completing Academic Requirements of Doctoral Program, which is incorporated herein by reference, effective 8-4-03, with a transcript. The forms incorporated by reference in this paragraph can be obtained from the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C-06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256.

(c) An applicant who graduated from a program or is currently enrolled in a program at a university or college outside of the United States or Canada shall present documentation of the determination of equivalency to standards established by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation in order to qualify.

(2) Candidates for licensure or provisional licensure as an Audiologist shall submit to the Board an official transcript or transcripts to evidence the receipt of a doctoral degree in audiology, or the completion of academic requirements of a doctoral degree program with a major emphasis in audiology, from an institution of higher learning which, at the time the applicant was enrolled and graduated, was accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor, the United States Department of Education, or from an institution that is a member in good standing with the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada.
(a) Applicants who earn a doctoral degree from an approved program conferred before January 1, 2008, shall have completed 60 semester hours, of which 24 semester hours must be in audiology.

(b) Applicants who earn a doctoral degree from an approved program conferred after January 1, 2008, shall have completed 75 semester hours.
(c) An approved program must address the areas of knowledge and skill set forth in Section 468.1155(2)(b), F.S. Approved supervised clinical practicum experiences require completion of at least 300 clock hours of supervised experience, with at least 200 of the 300 hours in the area of audiology.

(d) An applicant who graduated from or is currently enrolled in a program at a university or college outside of the United States or Canada shall present documentation of the determination of equivalency to standards established by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation in order to qualify.

Rulemaking Authority 468.1135(4) FS. Law Implemented 468.1155, 468.1185 FS. History–New 3-14-91, Formerly 21LL-2.002, Amended 11-15-93, 3-16-94, Formerly 61F14-2.002, 59BB-2.002, Amended 8-4-03, 2-14-07, 10-18-23.

64B20-2.003 Provisional Licensure; Requirements.

(1) A provisional license shall be required prior to initiating the professional employment experience required pursuant to Section 468.1165, F.S., and Rule 64B20-2.004, F.A.C.

(2) Any person desiring to receive a provisional license to practice speech-language pathology or audiology shall apply to the Department of Health and pay the fee required by Rule 64B20-3.0001, F.A.C. The application shall be made on Form DH-SPA-2, Application for Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology Provisional Licensure, which is incorporated by reference herein, revised (06/20), and can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12515, or the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256 or at http://floridasspeechaudiology.gov/resources/. The Department shall notify the applicant by letter of any deficiencies in the application within 30 days after the application is filed. The applicant shall rectify all deficiencies in the application within one year from the date of such letter or the application will be processed as an incomplete application and the application file will be closed.

(3) The Board shall certify to the Department as eligible to receive a provisional license those applicants who have completed the application form, remitted the nonrefundable application fee as required by Rule 64B20-3.0001, F.A.C., the provisional license fee required by Rule 64B20-3.0001, F.A.C., and who have demonstrated to the Board that they have met the educational requirements contained in Rule 64B20-2.002, F.A.C.

(4) In addition to the application form, candidates for a provisional license shall also complete Form DH-SPA-2A, Board of Speech-Language Pathology and/or Audiology Verification of Employment for a Provisional Licensee, which is incorporated by reference herein, revised 06/2020, and can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12640, or the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256 or at http://floridasspeechaudiology.gov/resources/. Said form shall provide the following:

(a) Evidence that the professional employment shall include assessment, habilitation and rehabilitation activities with clients.

(b) Evidence that the activities performed by the provisional licensee shall be monitored and evaluated by an individual with an active license in the same area for which provisional licensure is being sought. The evaluation may be conducted by more than one (1) licensed speech-language pathologist or audiologist. In such cases, one licensee shall assume the responsibility to organize and verify that the policies concerning supervision and evaluation are met.

(5) A provisional license shall be valid for a period of 21 months from the date of issuance or until a license to practice Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology pursuant to Section 468.1185, F.S., is issued, whichever occurs first.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 468.1135(4), 468.1145(2), (5) FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0635(2), 468.1145(2), (5), 468.1155(4) FS. History–New 3-14-91, Amended 12-4-91, Formerly 21LL-2.003, Amended 11-30-93, Formerly 61F14-2.003, Amended 9-26-95, Formerly 59BB-2.003, Amended 11-20-07, 6-1-09, 4-18-10, 7-13-13, 10-23-16, 4-20-20, 1-12-21.
64B20-2.004 Professional Employment Experience.

(1) Every applicant for licensure as an audiologist with a doctoral degree who meets the requirements of Section 468.1155, F.S., and can demonstrate one year clinical work experience in the doctoral program is deemed to meet the eleven (11) months professional employment experience. Every applicant for licensure as an audiologist with a master’s degree conferred before January 1, 2008, shall document that prior to licensure, the applicant completed one year clinical experience.

(2) Every applicant for licensure as a speech-language pathologist with a master’s degree or enrolled in a doctoral degree program shall demonstrate that prior to licensure, the applicant completed nine (9) months of full-time professional employment experience, or the equivalent in part-time professional employment experience.

(3) During the professional employment experience required by Section 468.1165, F.S., the monitoring licensee shall evaluate the provisional speech-language pathology or audiology licensee each three (3) months of the provisional period separately. The monitoring licensee shall record the evaluation on Form SPA-2B, Supplementary Evaluation for Every Three Months of the Professional Employment Experience, which is incorporated by reference herein, (revised 06/2020) and can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12703, or the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C-06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256 or at http://floridasspeechaudiology.gov/resources/. These evaluations shall be included with the final supervisory report, Form SPA-2C, Supervisory Report for Provisional Licensees, which is incorporated by reference herein, (revised 06/2020) and can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12704, or the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C-06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256 or at http://floridaspeechaudiology.gov/resources/. For monitors of provisional audiology licensees, a separate evaluation must be completed during the final two (2) months of the professional employment experience. All evaluation forms as well as the final supervisory report shall be submitted to the Department within thirty (30) days of the completion of the professional employment experience. For the purpose of this section, nine (9) months of full-time professional employment is equivalent to thirty (30) hours per week for thirty-six (36) weeks. For purposes of this section, part-time professional employment is equivalent to a minimum of fifteen (15) hours per week for seventy-two (72) weeks. The forms incorporated by reference in this paragraph can be obtained from and the reports shall be sent to the Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C-06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256.

(4) Evaluation of the provisional licensee must include at least eighteen (18) hours of direct observations of diagnostic and therapeutic procedures. At least six (6) on-site evaluations must be accrued for each one-third of the provisional period. No more than nine (9) of the eighteen (18) hours may be accrued for evaluation of clinical records. The observations may include:

(a) Administration of evaluation procedures.

(b) Execution of therapeutic procedures.

(c) Evaluation of the provisional licensee’s clinical records, including diagnostic and treatment reports, clinical correspondence management plans and conference summaries.

(5) Evaluation of a provisional licensee must include at least eighteen (18) hours of other monitoring activities. At least six (6) of these monitoring activities must be accrued for every third of the provisional period. These activities may include:

(a) Conferring with the provisional licensee concerning evaluations and management strategies.

(b) Monitoring the provisional licensee’s participation in case conferences, contributions to professional meetings and publications.

(c) Evaluating the provisional licensee through conferences with professional colleagues, employees, patients and patients’ families.

Rulemaking Authority 468.1135(4) FS. Law Implemented 468.1165 FS. History–New 3-14-91, Formerly 21LL-2.004, 61F14-2.004, Amended 9-26-95, Formerly 59BB-2.004, Amended 9-17-00, 2-14-07, 2-16-21.

64B20-2.005 Examination.

(1) The Board hereby designates the Educational Testing Services Praxis Series Examination in Speech-Language Pathology or Audiology as the licensure examination.

(2) Any person desiring to be licensed as a speech-language pathologist or audiologist shall apply directly to the Educational Testing Service, Praxis Series, Princeton, New Jersey, to take the licensure examination.

(3) A passing score on the licensure examination is required for licensure purposes. Such score must have been obtained no more than 3 years from the date of application.

Rulemaking Authority 468.1135(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(c), 468.1175 FS. History–New 3-14-91, Formerly 21LL-2.005, Amended 11-30-93, Formerly 61F14-2.005, Amended 9-26-95, Formerly 59BB-2.005, Amended 5-18-04, 3-15-21.

64B20-2.006 Licensure by Endorsement.

(1) Any person desiring to obtain licensure by endorsement as a speech-language pathologist or audiologist shall apply to the Department of Health and pay the fee required by Rule 64B20-3.002, F.A.C. The application shall be made on Form SPA-1, as set forth in subsection 64B20-2.001(1), F.A.C. The Department shall notify the applicant by letter of any deficiencies in the application within 30 days after the application is filed. The applicant shall rectify all deficiencies in the application within one year from the date of such letter or the application will be processed as an incomplete application and the application file will be closed.

(2) The Board shall certify as qualified for licensure by endorsement those applicants who have completed the application form, remitted the nonrefundable application fee required by Rule 64B20-3.002, F.A.C., the endorsement fee required by Rule 64B20-3.006, F.A.C., and who have demonstrated that they:

(a) Hold a valid license or certificate in another state to practice the profession for which the application is made, if the criteria for issuance of such license was substantially equivalent to, or more stringent than, the licensure criteria which existed in Florida at the time the license was issued, or

(b) Hold a valid certificate of clinical competence from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association or current Board certification in audiology from the American Board of Audiology.

Rulemaking Authority 468.1135(4) FS. Law Implemented 468.1145(2), 468.1185(3) FS. History–New 3-14-91, Amended 12-4-91, Formerly 21LL-2.006, Amended 11-30-93, Formerly 61F14-2.006, Amended 9-26-95, Formerly 59BB-2.006, Amended 2-14-07.

64B20-2.007 Requirement for Instruction on Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.

Rulemaking Authority 468.1135(4), 468.1201 FS. Law Implemented 468.1201 FS. History–New 7-7-98, Repealed 11-2-20.
