CHAPTER 64B9-3

REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE

64B9-3.001
Definitions

64B9-3.0015
Application for Licensure (Repealed)
64B9-3.002
Qualifications for Examination

64B9-3.0025
Remedial Courses for Reexamination

64B9-3.003
Practice of Nursing by Applicant for Licensure by Examination

64B9-3.004
Written Examination; Subjects and Passing Score (Repealed)
64B9-3.005
Reexamination (Repealed)
64B9-3.006
Examination Review (Repealed)
64B9-3.007
Examination Security (Repealed)
64B9-3.008
Licensure by Endorsement

64B9-3.0085
State Requirements Not Substantially Equivalent (Repealed)

64B9-3.009
Practice of Nursing by Applicants for Licensure by Endorsement (Repealed)
64B9-3.010
Withdrawal of Application for Licensure (Repealed)
64B9-3.011
Exemption for Licensure in an Emergency (Repealed)
64B9-3.013
Renewal of Licenses (Repealed)
64B9-3.014
Graduates From International or Non-NCSBN Jurisdictions
64B9-3.015
Licensure Examination Preparatory Courses

64B9-3.016
Multi-State License Upgrade
64B9-3.001 Definitions.

(1) Approved Programs – a nursing program conducted in a school, college or university which is approved by the Board pursuant to Section 464.019, F.S., for the education of nurses, and includes integrated clinical and theoretic education.

(2) Approved Program Equivalent – nursing program conducted in a school, college or university outside the State of Florida which has been approved by the Board of Nursing in the jurisdiction in which it is located, if such Board exists, and which demonstrates that it meets the education criteria in Section 464.019, F.S.
(3) Board – as used herein means Florida Board of Nursing.

(4) Department – as used herein means Department of Health.

(5) Direct Supervision – as used herein means the physical presence within the patient care unit of a registered professional nurse who assumes legal responsibility for the nursing practice of the graduate nurse or graduate practical nurse being supervised and who provides direction and consultation for the nursing actions of such graduate or graduate practical nurse.

(6) High School Diploma Equivalent:
(a) Passing of the General Education development test;
(b) Graduation from a college or university;
(c) Successful completion of a nursing licensing examination;
(d) Graduation from an approved school of nursing, or

(e) Courses of study recognized by the Board as being equivalent to a high school diploma in this country.

(7) Practical Nursing Education Equivalency – professional nursing courses of study, successfully completed with a grade of “C-” or better, which meet the standards of practical nursing education required in approved practical nursing programs in Florida.

(8) Proof of graduation – a certificate, diploma, degree, official transcript, or other official document which indicates that an applicant has met all educational and institutional requirements.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.022(4) FS. Law Implemented 464.008(1)(c), 464.015(4), 464.022(4) FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 7-11-83, Formerly 21O-8.20, Amended 3-3-87, Formerly 21O-8.020, 61F7-3.001, Amended 7-5-95, 11-15-95, Formerly 59S-3.001, Amended 11-2-98, 1-22-01, 2-17-02, 1-3-12.
64B9-3.0015 Application for Licensure.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.031, 456.033, 464.006, 464.008, 464.009, 464.012 FS. Law Implemented 120.53, 456.013, 456.031, 456.033, 464.006, 464.008, 464.009, 464.012 FS. History–New 9-25-96, Formerly 59S-3.0015, Amended 1-22-01, Repealed 4-22-12.
64B9-3.002 Qualifications for Examination.

An applicant seeking certification to take the licensure examination shall submit a completed Nursing Licensure by Examination Application, form number DH-MQA 1094, 04/22, hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14784, or Nursing Licensure by Re-Examination Application, form number DH-MQA 1120, 04/22, hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14785, demonstrating that he or she meets the qualifications prescribed by the Nurse Practice Act, Chapter 464, F.S. These forms are also available from the Board’s website: http://floridasnursing.gov. The demonstration shall include:
(1) A high school diploma, or a high school diploma equivalent.

(2) For graduates of an approved nursing program, a notice of graduation or of completion of the requirements for graduation. For graduates of an approved program equivalent, an official transcript or equivalent documentation which identifies all courses completed with a minimum acceptable passing score established by the institution or program at which each course was completed that meet graduation requirements. For graduates of programs in a country other than the United States, the applicant must obtain a report by a credentialing agency that meets the requirements of Rule 64B9-3.014, F.A.C. 

(3) For an applicant writing the examination for practical nurses on the basis of practical nursing education equivalency, a completed Practical Nurse Equivalence (PNEQ) Application Letter or an official certified transcript which sets forth graduation from an approved professional program. The form is available from the Board office or on the Board’s website: http:floridasnursing.gov.
(4) If the applicant is a graduate of a foreign prelicensure education program not taught in English, or if English is not the applicant’s native language, successful completion of one of the following:
(a) A minimum score of 540 on the paper version; 207 on the computerized version or 76 on the internet based version, on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) Examination;

(b) A minimum overall score of 55 with a minimum speaking score of 55 on the Michigan English Test (MET);

(c) A minimum score of 6.5 overall with a 7.0 on the spoken portion of the academic version of International English Language Testing System (IELTS), or
(d) A minimum score of 300 on the Occupational English Test (OET).

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0135, 464.0195(3), 456.0635, 464.008, 464.0095, art.III(3)(d), 464.014 FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 3-16-81, 8-2-81, 7-11-83, Formerly 21O-8.21, Amended 3-3-87, 12-8-87, 6-8-88, Formerly 21O-8.021, Amended 1-30-94, Formerly 61F7-3.002, Amended 9-25-96, Formerly 59S-3.002, Amended 7-27-98, 4-19-00, 5-8-01, 9-23-03, 1-29-07, 11-22-07, 12-7-10, 6-13-17, 1-19-18, 3-3-19, 1-2-20, 8-17-20, 10-14-20, 1-4-21, 9-29-22, 7-26-23.
64B9-3.0025 Remedial Courses for Reexamination.

To meet the requirements of Section 464.008(3), F.S., remedial courses must be approved by the Board, and must meet the following requirements:

(1) The faculty qualifications and clinical training shall comply with the standards in Sections 464.019(1)(a), (c), (d), and (e), F.S.

(2) The curriculum shall comply with the guidelines in Sections 464.019(1)(f) and (g), F.S., and shall include a minimum of 80 hours didactic education and 96 hours clinical experience in medical-surgical, long term care and community-based care settings. The clinical non simulation experience requirement may only be offered within the geographical boundaries of the state of Florida.

(3) An approved remedial course is subject to the disciplinary provisions of sections 456.072 and 456.073, F.S. The board shall terminate the approval of a remedial course if the program has violated any of the disciplinary provisions of section 456.072, F.S., or for violating any provision of this rule.

(4)  If a remedial course has been terminated in accordance with the provisions of this rule, any operator,  approved program, owner, affiliate, or any party having any financial interest in the terminated remedial program shall not be approved to offer a remedial course. 

Rulemaking Authority 464.008(3) FS. Law Implemented 464.008(3) FS. History–New 3-23-00, Amended 10-25-10, 11-8-16, 2-11-19, 11-8-23.

64B9-3.003 Practice of Nursing by Applicant for Licensure by Examination.

(1) No applicant for licensure by examination will be permitted to practice nursing unless:

(a) The applicant has submitted the required application and fee to the Department; and,
(b) The applicant has been authorized by the Board to practice as a graduate nurse or graduate practical nurse, and has been authorized to test by the examination vendor.

(2) Any applicant who is a graduate nurse, or a graduate practical nurse, shall practice nursing only under the direct supervision of a registered professional nurse.
(3) An applicant who fails the first, or any subsequent examination, shall not practice nursing until such time as the applicant passes a nursing licensing examination.
(4) An applicant who is eligible to write the professional examination but elects to write the practical examination on the basis of practical nursing education equivalency and fails the practical examination shall not be granted Graduate Nurse status when the applicant applies to write the professional examination.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.015(3), (4), 464.022(4) FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 3-16-81, 8-2-81, 7-11-83, Formerly 21O-8.22, Amended 3-3-87, 12-8-87, Formerly 21O-8.022, 61F7-3.003, Amended 9-19-94, 5-9-95, Formerly 59S-3.003, Amended 1-22-01, 1-3-12, 6-6-16.
64B9-3.004 Written Examination; Subjects and Passing Score.

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(1)(b), 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 455.217(1)(b), 464.008 FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 5-1-83, Formerly 21O-8.23, Amended 8-3-89, Formerly 21O-8.023, Amended 9-7-93, Formerly 61F7-3.004, 59S-3.004, Repealed 10-29-97.
64B9-3.005 Reexamination.

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(2), 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 455.217(2) FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 5-1-83, Formerly 21O-8.24, Amended 4-8-92, Formerly 21O-8.024, 61F7-3.005, 59S-3.005, Repealed 10-29-97.
64B9-3.006 Examination Review.

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(2), 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 455.217(2) FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 5-1-83, Formerly 21O-8.25, Amended 3-3-87, 6-27-90, Formerly 21O-8.025, 61F7-3.006, 59S-3.006, Repealed 10-29-97.
64B9-3.007 Examination Security.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(d) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(d) FS. History–New 10-6-82, Formerly 21O-17.01, 21O-17.001, 61F7-3.007, 59S-3.007, Amended 4-28-99, Repealed 4-22-12.
64B9-3.008 Licensure by Endorsement.

(1) An applicant for licensure by endorsement shall submit a completed Nursing Licensure by Endorsement Application, DH-MQA 1095, 04/22, incorporated herein by reference, and may be obtained from https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14786, or from the Board office or on the Board’s website: http://www.FloridasNursing.gov and verification of licensure forms from the original state or territory in which licensure was obtained and from a state or territory in which the applicant holds an active license, and pay the required fee.
(2) To apply for endorsement pursuant to Section 464.009(1)(a), F.S., an applicant shall be required to show current licensure in another state of the United States and the licensure requirements of the original state of licensure at the time of original licensure. For the purpose of determining if the requirements in the original state of licensure were substantially equivalent to or more stringent than the requirements in Florida at that time, the applicant must demonstrate a passing score on one of the following:

(a) The NCLEX examination for professional or practical nurses;

(b) The State Board Test Pool Examination for Professional Nurses given between 1951 and 1981, if the applicant passed with a score of 350 in each subject or a total score of 1800;

(c) The State Board Test Pool Examination for Practical Nurses given between 1952 and 1981, if the applicant passed with a score of 350;

(d) A state licensing examination for professional nurses given prior to 1951 or a state licensing examination for practical nurses given prior to 1952;

(e) Any licensing examination taken as a condition for state licensure by a professional nurse after 1951 or by a practical nurse after 1952, if the examination meets the following standards:

1. The examination was developed using accepted psychometric procedures,
2. The content and passing score of the examination was substantially equivalent to the examination given in Florida at the time,
3. The security of the examination was maintained,
4. At least one of the reliability estimations for the examination is .70 or higher,
5. The examination was revised after each administration to ensure currency of content,
6. For examinations given after 1984, the test plan was based on a job analysis of new nursing graduates.

(3) To apply for endorsement pursuant to Section 464.009(1)(b), F.S., an applicant shall meet all requirements for eligibility to take the licensure examination as provided in Rule 64B9‑3.002, F.A.C., and demonstrate a passing score on one of the following:

(a) The National Council Licensure Examination for registered nurses with a minimum score of 1600, or, after 1988, a report of Pass;
(b) The National Council Licensure Examination for practical nurses with a minimum score of 350, or, after 1988, a report of Pass;
(c) A state, regional, or national examination which meets the following minimum requirements:

1. The examination is developed using accepted psychometric procedures.

2. The content and passing score of the examination are substantially equivalent to that of the National Council Licensure Examination.

3. The security of the examination is maintained.

4. At least one of the reliability estimations for the examination is .70 or higher.

5. The examination is revised after each administration to insure currency of content.
(4) An applicant who has not been in active practice of nursing within the past 5 years is required to take a remedial course as specified in Rule 64B9-3.0025, F.A.C., prior to licensure.
Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.009 FS. Law Implemented 464.0195(3), 464.009, 456.013, 456.036(10), 456.0635(2) FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 7-12-81, 7-11-83, 7-3-84, Formerly 21O-8.26, Amended 3-3-87, 12-8-87, 8-3-89, 11-19-91, Formerly 21O-8.026, Amended 9-7-93, Formerly 61F7-3.008, Amended 1-1-96, Formerly 59S-3.008, Amended 2-18-98, 5-8-01, 9-23-03, 5-3-16, 10-9-16, 1-19-18, 3-3-19, 1-2-20, 10-14-20, 9-29-22.

64B9-3.0085 State Requirements Not Substantially Equivalent.
Rulemaking Authority 464.009(2) FS. Law Implemented 464.009(2) FS. History–New 3-11-09, Repealed 8-16-09.

64B9-3.009 Practice of Nursing by Applicants for Licensure by Endorsement.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.009, 464.015(1), (2), (3), (4), 464.022(4), (8) FS. History–New 4-27-80, Amended 7-2-81, Formerly 21O-8.27, Amended 3-3-87, 12-8-87, 6-8-88, 8-2-90, 1-9-91, Formerly 21O-8.027, Amended 9-7-93, Formerly 61F7-3.009, 59S-3.009, Amended 12-30-97, 4-9-98, 1-22-01, 8-15-01, Repealed 10-19-15.
64B9-3.010 Withdrawal of Application for Licensure.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.018 FS. History–New 11-19-91, Formerly 21O-8.028, 61F7-3.010, 59S-3.010, Repealed 12-3-97.
64B9-3.011 Exemption for Licensure in an Emergency.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.002(2) FS. History–New 3-23-93, Formerly 21O-8.030, 61F7-3.011, 59S-3.011, Repealed 10-20-15.
64B9-3.013 Renewal of Licenses.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.013, 464.018 FS. History–New 6-8-89, Formerly 21O-13.012, Amended 9-20-93, Formerly 61F7-3.013, Amended 1-1-96, 4-29-96, Formerly 59S-3.013, Amended 2-18-98, Repealed 12-15-14.
64B9-3.014 Graduates From International or Non-NCSBN Jurisdictions.

(1) Graduates of International nursing programs or nursing programs in jurisdictions which are not members of the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) must submit an evaluation from a credentialing agency approved by the Board.

(2) Approved credentialing agencies must meet the following criteria:

(a) The credentialing agency must be a member of a national credentialing organization that sets performance standards for the industry, and must adhere to those standards.

(b) The credentialing agency’s standards must be monitored by an external committee of credentialing experts and nursing educators.

(c) The credentialing agency must demonstrate the ability to accurately analyze academic and licensure credentials in terms of U.S. comparability, with course-by-course analysis for nursing academic records.

(d) The credentialing agency must manage the translation of original documents into English.

(e) The credentialing agency will inform the Board of Nursing in the event applicant documents are found to be fraudulent.

(f) The credentialing agency must have been in the business of evaluating nursing education for a minimum of 10 years.

(3) Credentials evaluation report.

(a) The references used in the evaluation must be cited in the credentials report.

(b) The credentials report must state the language of nursing instruction and the language of textbooks for nursing education.

(c) The credentialing agency must use only original source documentation in evaluating nursing education.

(d) The report must state the comparability of the foreign education to U.S. and to Florida Board of Nursing standards.

(e) The report must detail course clock hours for theory and clinical components of nursing education.

(4) In order for the applicant to meet the educational requirements of Section 464.008, F.S., the credentials report and transcripts must include all courses set forth in Section 464.019, F.S., and must demonstrate, at a minimum, the following equivalency to hours of theoretical and clinical instruction:

(a) Registered nursing programs:

1. 70 theory hours and 127 clinical hours in medical nursing,
2. 45 theory hours and 104 clinical hours in surgical nursing,
3. 31 theory hours and 44 clinical hours in obstetrical nursing,
4. 32 theory hours and 43 clinical hours in pediatric nursing; and,
5. 34 theory hours and 53 clinical hours in psychiatric/mental health nursing.

(b) Practical nursing programs:

1. 87 theory hours and 115 clinical hours in medical nursing,
2. 76 theory hours and 103 clinical hours in surgical nursing,
3. 34 theory hours and 47 hours in obstetrics nursing; and,
4. 27 theory hours and 38 clinical hours in pediatrics nursing.

(c) Registered and practical nursing programs must meet the requirements of Sections 464.019(1)(f) and (g), F.S.
(5) An applicant who has passed the examination more than five (5) years prior to application but was not issued a license is required to take a remedial course as specified in Rule 64B9-3.0025, F.A.C., prior to licensure.
Rulemaking Authority 456.036(10), 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 456.013(1), 456.036(10), 464.008 FS. History–New 4-19-00, Amended 10-22-07, 5-31-09, 3-8-10, 5-8-12, 4-10-16, 4-10-22.
64B9-3.015 Licensure Examination Preparatory Courses.
Licensure preparatory courses which meet the following requirements are approved by the Board:

(1) Authorized providers shall include:

(a) A Florida Board of Nursing approved nursing education program;

(b) A continuing education provider as approved by the Board of Nursing, or

(c) An RN association or specialty organization, recognized by the Board and appearing on the Department of Health, Board of Nursing, website at www.floridasnursing.gov. 

(2) Course content shall include the following subject areas:

(a) Medical;

(b) Surgical;

(c) Pediatric;

(d) Obstetric;

(e) Psychiatry;

(f) Gerontology; and,
(g) Critical reasoning.

(3) The total length of the course shall be at least 85 hours.

(a) The course shall be designed to be delivered over a minimum of three (3) weeks or more, and it may be divided into modules to achieve the required hours and meet all content areas addressed in subsection (2).

(b) The course shall include a practice competency for each content area addressed in subsection (2). The practice competency may be accomplished by simulation.
(4) The program must not be on probation and in good standing for the program level type of the course offered.
Rulemaking Authority 464.008(4) FS. Law Implemented 464.008(4) FS. History–New 4-27-15, Amended 12-20-15, 12-12-16.
64B9-3.016 Multi-State License Upgrade.
Registered and practical nurses currently licensed in Florida may upgrade their licenses to include multi-state practice by submitting a Multi-State License Upgrade Application, Form DH-MQA 5024, 04/22 hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14787 or from the Board office or on the Board’s website: http://www.FloridasNursing.gov.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0635, 464.0095 FS. History–New 1-19-18, Amended 3-3-19, 1-2-20, 1-4-21, 7-29-21, 9-29-22.
