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65C-1.001 Purpose of the Home Care Program.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.031, 410.033 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 10-17-84, Formerly 10A-9.01, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.001, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05, Repealed 2-18-16.
65C-1.002 Definitions.

In addition to the definitions used in Sections 410.031-.036, F.S., the following definitions shall apply to this rule:
(1) “Activities of Daily Living (ADL)” means functions and tasks for self care, which shall include ambulation, mobility, bathing, dressing, eating, grooming, and other personal hygiene activities.

(2) “Basic Subsidy” means a specific amount of subsidy payment, determined by the financial status of the home care client, which is provided monthly to assist with support and maintenance of the home care client, and which includes costs of housing, food, clothing, and incidentals.

(3) “Case Management” means the planning, arrangement for and coordination of appropriate community-based services for home care client. Case management includes assessment of needs, development of a service plan, arrangement for services, and on-going monitoring of the home care client’s situation to ensure that needed services are received.

(4) “Department” means Department of Children and Families.

(5) “Disabled Adult” means any person at least 18 years of age, but under 60 years of age, who lacks the ability to perform the normal activities of daily living and to live independently or with relatives or friends without the provision of community-based services, and is impaired due to one or more permanent physical or mental limitations. Disabled adult also means a person who is currently domiciled in this state and who intends to remain in this state.

(6) “Domicile” means the place where the home care client legally resides, that is, his or her permanent home.

(7) “Home Care Client” means an individual who meets all eligibility requirements for this program and who, without home care supportive services, could require placement in an institution or nursing home.

(8) “Medical Subsidy” means a specific amount of subsidy payment provided monthly to assist in defraying the costs of medical, pharmaceutical, and dental services not covered by Medicare, Medicaid or any form of insurance and which maintains the health of the home care client.

(9) “Provider” means an adult person(s) who applies and is approved to provide home care to a home care client on a non-profit basis.

(10) “Special Supplement” means a reimbursement for specialized services, supplies, or equipment, which are pre-authorized by the department, and which are required to maintain the health and well-being of the home care client. This supplement is separate from the basic and medical subsidies, is provided if a documented need exists, and shall be provided based on the availability of allocated funds. Reimbursement may be authorized for purchased recurring or non-recurring services, equipment, and supplies.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.033 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 2-11-82, Formerly 10A-9.02, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.002, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05.

65C-1.003 Screening and Application.

(1) Requests to make application for the Home Care for Disabled Adults Program may be initiated by the potential home care client or others, on behalf of the potential home care client, through district, regional, or zone Adult Services Offices.

(2) If funding is not available to move an individual into the Home Care for Disabled Adults Program, the individual is screened by departmental staff using the Adult Services Screening for Consideration for Community-Based Programs, CF-AA 1022, October 2014, and placed on the Home Care for Disabled Adults Waiting List or other Adult Services programmatic waiting list for the appropriate service that meets the need of the individual. The focus of the Adult Services Screening for Consideration for Community-Based Programs shall be on individuals who are at risk of nursing home placement and at risk of abuse, neglect, and exploitation. The Adult Services Screening for Consideration for Community-Based Programs is incorporated by reference and is available at www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-11128. Form CF/PI 140-43, Due Process Rights, July 2014, which is referenced in form CF-AA 1022, is incorporated by reference and is available at www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-11129.

(3) The application process shall include:

(a) Applicant assessment and determination of program and financial eligibility;

(b) Provider assessment and determination of provider eligibility;

(c) Home assessment and approval; and,
(d) Applicant and provider notification of eligibility status.

(4) The application process must be completed before subsidy approval is granted.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.033 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Formerly 10A-9.03, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.003, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05, 10-14-19.

65C-1.004 Eligibility.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.036 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 2-11-82, Formerly 10A-9.04, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.004, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05, Repealed 2-18-16.
65C-1.005 Financial Determination.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.035 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 2-11-82, Formerly 10A-9.05, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.005, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05, Repealed 2-18-16.
65C-1.006 Provider Requirements.

A provider in the Home Care for Disabled Adults Program shall meet, at minimum, the eligibility criteria outlined herein. Each provider shall:

(1) Be a responsible adult willing to and capable of accepting responsibility for the social, physical, and emotional needs of the home care client in a family-type living arrangement;

(2) Be an individual, relative or non-relative, who has a positive personal relationship with the home care client and who, if not family, is accepted by the home care client as surrogate family; or be a responsible adult who maintains a positive personal relationship with the home care client and is an individual with whom the home care client has made a financial arrangement for the provision of home care services;

(3) Reside in and be physically present in the home to provide services, supervision, and assistance with the arrangement of services for the home care client, and be responsible for making alternative arrangements for care to be assumed by another responsible adult, when the provider is temporarily absent from the home, in keeping with the standards set forth for the Home Care for Disabled Adults Program;

(4) Be responsible for maintaining the residential dwelling free of conditions that pose threat to the life, safety, health, or well-being of the home care client;

(5) Grant written authorization for a background check, at least annually, through the department’s central abuse hotline information system for abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult, as defined in Section 415.102, F.S., or child, as defined in Section 39.01, F.S., and shall:

(a) Be without record of criminal conviction of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult or child;

(b) Not have been the perpetrator in a confirmed report of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult, investigated or completed prior to September 1, 2000 by the Department of Children and Families and maintained in the department’s central abuse hotline information system;
(c) Not have been the perpetrator in a confirmed report of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a child, investigated or completed prior to October 1, 1995 by the Department of Children and Families and maintained in the department’s central abuse hotline information system;
(d) Not have been a possible responsible person in a report with verified findings of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult, investigated or completed on or after September 1, 2000 by the Department of Children and Families and maintained in the department’s central abuse hotline information system;
(e) Not have been a possible responsible person in a report with verified findings of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a child, investigated or completed on or after October 1, 1995 by the Department of Children and Families and maintained in the department’s central abuse hotline information system;

(f) Provide written information on felony or first degree misdemeanor charges, as requested.

(g) The department shall grant an exemption from any disqualifying offense if the department has clear and convincing evidence to justify the exemption; and,
(6) Be without evidence of representing themselves to the public as a home or home-type facility, group living home, half-way house, assisted living facility, adult family care home, or other similar facility offering room, board and personal services for pay or profit.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.033, 410.034 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 2-11-82, Formerly 10A-9.06, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.006, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05.

65C-1.007 Home Study Standards.

(1) The Home Care Counselor shall conduct a home study, an assessment of the home environment and physical surroundings in which the Home Care for Disabled Adults applicant or home care client currently resides or intends to reside with the provider, to determine the fitness of the private residential home, in keeping with the assessed needs of the applicant or home care client and the standards as established for this Program. The Home Care Counselor shall note any condition that he or she believes may pose a physical danger to the home care client, shall formulate a written recommendation as to case approval or denial, and shall submit this recommendation, with accompanying documentation, to the designated district, regional, or zone authority for final review and decision. The home study is completed at least annually.

(2) Home study standards shall include:

(a) General.

1. The home shall be a family-type dwelling occupied as the primary residence of the home care provider and shall serve as the primary domicile of the home care client.

2. Floors and furnishings shall be free of unsanitary conditions that would attract rodents, vermin, and insects.

3. The yard and area surrounding the residence shall be free of litter and refuse that could serve as breeding areas for insects, vermin, and rodents.

4. Windows shall be covered or screened to secure the residence from flies and insects.

5. There shall be at least one telephone with 9-1-1 capability that is operational and that is hard-wired into the home; or at least one cellular telephone with 9-1-1 capability that is operational, audible, and functions inside the home; or a written emergency plan describing how an emergency will be handled without immediate telephone access, shall be developed by the provider. This emergency plan shall be approved by district or regional Adult Services Program Office or zone staff.

(b) Bedroom.

1. Bedding and linens shall be provided and shall be clean and changed as dictated by the physical condition of the home care client.

2. There shall be two means of egress from the bedroom occupied by the home care client. This may include a window which may be used by the home care client for exiting the bedroom in case of an emergency.

(c) Bathroom.

1. The primary bathroom that is used by the home care client shall have a toilet, lavatory, and bathtub or shower, all in working order.

2. Portable toilets may be utilized provided waste is disposed of by a sanitary method.

3. There shall be arrangements for bathing the home care client, based on the home care client’s physical condition and functional ability, including bathing facilities with hot and cold running water available for the home care client.

4. Soap, clean towels, and washcloths shall be provided.

(d) Food Preparation and Dining Areas.

1. Food preparation and food storage areas shall be clean, dry, free of odors, free of rodents, and free of infestation of insects and vermin.

2. Homes shall have kitchen facilities necessary for perishable food storage and meal preparation.

(e) Fire Protection.

1. An operating smoke detector shall be present in each dwelling.

2. Flammable materials such as gasoline, paint, lacquer and paint thinner, alcohol, oxygen, turpentine, contact cement, charcoal, lighter fluid, and cleaning fluids shall be stored away from sources of heat and shall be stored outside or away from the kitchen and other inside living areas of the main residence. They shall not be stored in a garage if a fuel-burning appliance is located in the garage.

3. Combustible materials such as newspapers and rags shall not be stored near a furnace, hot water heater, space heater, or other sources of heat.

4. Frayed, cracked, or broken electrical wiring and extension cords shall be removed and replaced. Extension cords shall not extend from one room to another. No more than two extension cords shall be used at one time in multi-outlet adapters.
5. Electric space heating units shall bear the Underwriters Laboratories (UL) label. Kerosene heaters, unvented gas, and unvented oil heaters are prohibited. Only vented heaters, which shall be properly vented to the outside, or shall be so constructed as to not require venting, are permitted. The use of a propane heater (liquefied petroleum - LP) which has a gas cylinder stored in the body of the heater or other types of self-contained fuel supplies are prohibited. Only heaters which are stable and constructed so as not to tip over are permitted.

(f) Firearms. Firearms and ammunition shall be stored separately from each other in locked storage areas.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.034 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 2-11-82, Formerly 10A-9.07, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.007, Amended 8-13-00, 1-23-05.

65C-1.009 Petition Proceedings.

(1) The Home Care Counselor shall conduct an assessment of the home environment, physical structure and surroundings, to determine the fitness of the residential dwelling in keeping with the assessed needs of the Home Care for Disabled Adults applicant or home care client and the established standards for the Home Care Program as found in Chapter 410, F.S., and Chapter 65C-1, F.A.C. A copy of Chapter 410, F.S., and Chapter 65C-1, F.A.C., shall be provided without cost upon request to the Adult Services Program Office, 2415 North Monroe Street, Suite 400, Tallahassee, Florida, 32303-4190.

(2) When a home is determined not to be fit by the standards set forth in the Home Care Program:

(a) The Home Care for Disabled Adults applicant or the home care client shall be notified in writing of determination of unfitness and shall be informed of the basis for such determination.

(b) The Home Care for Disabled Adults applicant or the home care client is provided due process under Chapter 120, F.S., for resolution of the question of fitness of the home.

Rulemaking Authority 410.033 FS. Law Implemented 410.034 FS. History–New 5-3-81, Amended 2-11-82, Formerly 10A-9.09, Amended 6-11-91, Formerly 10A-9.009, Amended 1-23-05.
