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68A-23.001 Definitions.

As used in this rule chapter:

Immediate family means parents, children, grandchildren, siblings, and spouse.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-16-14.
68A-23.002 General Methods of Taking Freshwater Fish.

(1) No person may take any freshwater fish except as herein provided.

(2) Freshwater game fish may be taken only by hook and line or rod and reel unless otherwise provided.

(3) Nongame fish may be taken by hook and line, rod and reel or by trotlines, set lines or bush hooks (as specified in Rule 68A-23.004, F.A.C.), or by traps, nets or other devices as specified in Rule 68A-23.003, F.A.C. Nongame fish may be taken for personal use by any person possessing a valid freshwater fishing license by the use of not more than one slat basket or one wire trap, made as specified in Rule 68A-23.003, F.A.C., in those waters where the use of wire traps or slat baskets is permitted for commercial purposes as specified in subsection 68A-23.003(2), F.A.C. Nongame fish may be taken during non-daylight hours with a light and by bow and arrow, crossbow and gigs and during daylight hours by manually operated spears, gigs, snatch hooks, crossbow or bow and arrow from a boat or from shore except at the spillways of the Eureka and Rodman Dams on the Oklawaha River or on the spillway of the Jim Woodruff Dam on the Apalachicola River or in Dade County canals south of the C-4 and east of the L-31N and L-31W canals inclusively. Nongame fish may be taken by the use of cast nets of any mesh size in the South and Northeast regions, in Citrus County, and in the Southwest Region, except that possession or use of cast nets in waters adjoining Saddle Creek Fish Management Area, Polk County, confined by Morgan Combee Road, U.S. Highway 92 and Fish Hatchery Road are prohibited.
(4) Nongame fish may be taken at night, from September 1 to May 1 by the following methods in the designated waters of the following counties:

(a) By portable impoundments in the non-navigable streams:

1. Bay County.

2. Calhoun County.

(b) By nets not more than 100 feet in length having a minimum three-inch stretched mesh, in the lakes of:

1. Bay County – Except Deer Point Lake.

2. Calhoun County – Except the Dead Lakes.

3. Holmes County – Except Lake Victor.

4. Jackson County – Except Lake Seminole, and Merritts Mill Pond.

5. Washington County.

(5) Freshwater fish may not be taken by underwater swimming or diving or by use of any free-floating unattached devices, firearms, explosives, electricity, spear guns; by poison, or by any other deleterious substance or force unless specifically authorized by this chapter.

(6) Non-game fish less than eight inches (8'') total length and golden shiners (Notemigonus chrysoleucas) of any size may be taken:

(a) By the use of a dip net not over four feet in diameter.

(b) By the use of a trap not exceeding 24 inches (24'') in length, and twelve inches (12'') in diameter having a funnel entrance not more than one inch (1'') in spread.

(c) By the use of a cast net having a mesh size not greater than one inch (1'') stretched in freshwaters of the state unless specifically prohibited. Non-game fish of any size may be taken by cast nets of any mesh size in the South, Southwest and Northeast regions and Citrus County as specified in subsection 68A-23.002(3), F.A.C.

(d) By the use of a minnow seine having a mesh size not greater than one inch (1'') stretched and not to exceed 20 feet (20') in length and four feet (4') in depth.

(7) The use or possession of dynamite, traps, nets, seines, baskets, spear guns, any device capable of producing an electrical current sufficient to stun or shock freshwater fish, or any other fishing device or equipment except hook and line, rod and reel, bush hook, set line or trotline is expressly prohibited in or upon the fresh waters of the state unless specifically permitted by these rules or under permit issued by the executive director.

(8) The use of dip nets for taking freshwater game fish or catfish is prohibited except that landing nets may be used for boating fish caught by rod and reel or hook and line.

(9) Possession of any freshwater fish together with any device (other than a firearm) which is prohibited for taking such freshwater fish is unlawful, except that game fish may be possessed together with the bait catching devices as provided in subsection 68A-23.002(6), F.A.C.

(10) Persons licensed in accordance with Section 379.363, F.S., may use seines, traps, nets, baskets, or other harvesting methods to take cultured game or nongame fish from private ponds used for commercial aquaculture purposes.

(11) Owners of any natural or man-made pond less than 10 acres in size located entirely within the property of the owner, and having no surface water connections to public waters may use seines, traps, nets, baskets, or other harvesting methods, not prohibited by subsection (5), hereof, to take game or nongame fish from said ponds for non-commercial purposes. The number and size of game fish taken are not subject to general creel, possession or length limits, provided such game fish remain on the property of the pond owner.
(12) Circle hooks. Circle hooks are required to be used on hook and line gear when fishing with natural baits greater than 3ꞌꞌ in length at the St. Johns River Water Management-owned area in Indian River County known as Fellsmere Water Management Area (commonly known as Headwaters Lake and Egan Lake). “Circle hook” means a fishing hook designed and manufactured so that the point is not offset and is turned perpendicularly back to the shank to form a general circular or oval shape.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 5-19-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-84, Formerly 39-23.02, Amended 6-1-86, 4-13-88, 7-1-89, 7-1-90, 4-20-93, 7-1-93, 7-1-94, 7-1-95, 4-1-96, 7-1-98, 4-15-99, Formerly 39-23.002, Amended 7-1-00, 7-1-01, 7-1-04, 7-1-06, 7-1-08, 3-25-12, 9-9-13, 6-7-22.
68A-23.003 Commercial Fishing Devices; Provision for Use in Certain Waters.

(1) Persons licensed under Section 379.363, F.S., may use certain commercial fishing devices only in the manner and in the areas specified in this rule, except as specified in subsection 68A-23.002(10), F.A.C. All fishing devices authorized by this section shall be clearly and legibly marked with the harvester’s name and address while being used or possessed in or upon the waters of the state. Any game fish taken by these devices shall be immediately returned to the water unharmed.

(2) Wire traps and slat baskets:

(a) Species to be taken – Non-game fish.

(b) Location and number of traps and baskets.

1. In Trout River east of Interstate 95, Broward River, Dunn Creek and in that portion of the St. Johns River from the Seaboard Coastline bridge in Duval County upstream to State Road 46 (Mims Bridge) including Doctors Lake, Crescent Lake, Dunns Creek and Lakes Beresford, Woodruff, Dexter, Monroe and Harney, except Lake Jesup, 80 per licensee.

a. Wire traps and slat baskets are prohibited within 100 feet of the mouths of the following tributaries: Getout Creek, Blue Springs Run, Wekiva River, Deep Creek, Alexander Springs Creek, Spring Garden Creek, Shell Creek and DeLeon Springs Creek.

b. Wire traps and slat baskets are prohibited in the main channel of the St. Johns River from a point immediately south of Lake Monroe to State Road 46 (except Lake Harney) from January 1 to March 31.

c. Wire traps and slat baskets are prohibited within 25 yards of vegetation in Crescent Lake except from June 1 through August 31.

2. In the part of the main channel of the St. Marys River downstream from the railroad bridge paralleling US Highway 17; wire traps and baskets, 80 per licensee.

3. In Lake Okeechobee: Regulations pertaining to wire traps fished in Lake Okeechobee are contained in Rule 68A-23.012, F.A.C.

4. In Lakes Apopka, West Tohopekaliga, Cypress, Hatchineha, and Kissimmee; wire traps and baskets, 40 in the aggregate per licensee.

5. In the Santa Fe, Suwannee (and its tributary, the Withlacoochee), and Apalachicola rivers, except in the section between US Highway 90 and Jim Woodruff Dam; also the Apalachicola River tributaries except that portion of the Chipola River upstream from Dead Lakes Dam; and in Lake Seminole in Jackson County, 20 slat baskets, per licensee. No wire traps permitted.

6. In Lake Istokpoga and Red Beach Lake in Highlands County and in Lakes Arbuckle, Crago, Banana, Buffum, Davenport, Henry, Gibson, Marion, Reedy, Surveyors, Vann, Effie, Hancock, Hunter, Parker, Rosalie, and Tiger in Polk County, 40 wire traps, per licensee.

7. In those other specific areas as designated by rule of the Commission.

(c) Specifications.

1. Wiretraps.

a. Maximum length – Seven feet.

b. Maximum width – 32 inches.

c. Mesh – Minimum one inch.

d. Type – Two funnels in one end.

e. Depth – At least three feet of clearance between the highest point on the trap and the water surface.

2. Slat baskets.

a. Maximum length – Six feet.

b. Maximum diameter – 32 inches.

c. Construction – Of slats with openings of at least one and one-half inch in the head or upstream end.

d. Depth – At least three feet of clearance between the highest point on the basket and the water surface.

e. Funnel opening – Maximum diameter of smallest funnel opening two inches, except under pressure.

(d) Removal – Traps or baskets not being fished shall be removed from the water.

(3) Pound nets: The use of pound nets shall be prohibited, except that established pound net sites registered with the Commission by December 31, 1982, may be fished only by the registered claimant or his designee. Such pound net registration shall not be transferable to any other person.

(a) Species to be taken – Non-game fish.

(b) Locations – In the St. Johns River from the Shands Bridge in Clay County south to the southern Putnam County line and in Dunns Creek.

(c) Specifications.

1. Maximum size –
a. Widest dimension – 20 feet.

b. Leads shall not exceed 200 feet in length.

2. Minimum mesh – Not less than two inches stretched.

3. Pilings shall extend at least two feet above high water mark and shall be marked with reflective material at least six inches in width, visible 360 degrees.

4. Depth – In waters not less than six feet.

(4) Hoop nets:

(a) Species to be taken – Non-game fish.

(b) Maximum number – 100 per licensee.

(c) Locations.

1. In Trout River east of Interstate 95, Broward River, Dunn Creek and in that portion of the St. Johns River from the Seaboard Coastline bridge in Duval County upstream to State Road 46 (Mims Bridge) including Crescent Lake, Dunns Creek and lakes Beresford, Woodruff, Dexter, Monroe and Harney, except Lake Jesup.

2. Hoop nets are prohibited within 100 feet of the mouths of the following St. Johns tributaries: Getout Creek, Blue Springs Run, Wekiva River, Deep Creek, Alexander Springs Creek, Spring Garden Creek, Shell Creek and DeLeon Springs Creek.

3. Hoop nets are prohibited within 25 yards of vegetation in Crescent Lake except from June 1 through August 31.

4. Hoop nets are prohibited in the main channel of the St. Johns River from a point immediately south of Lake Monroe to State Road 46 (except in Lake Harney) from January 1 to March 31.

(d) Specifications.

1. Maximum diameter – Five feet.

2. Mesh size – Not less than two inches stretched throughout, nor more than 2 1/2 inches stretched rearward of the attachment of the second funnel.

3. Depth – At least three feet of clearance between the highest point of the hoop net and the water surface.

4. A cross or other restrictive device shall be attached to the inside of the first funnel opening in order to exclude manatees. This device shall be constructed so as to prevent cylindrical objects seven inches or more in diameter from entering the front funnel opening.

5. Second funnel opening shall be designed to discourage or prevent the entrance of game fish by restricting said opening with twine or webbing.

(5) Minnow lift nets:

(a) Species to be taken – Non-game fish.

(b) Maximum number – 10 per licensee.

(c) Specifications.

1. Maximum dimensions – 12 feet square.

2. Maximum mesh – One inch stretched.

3. Markings – Poles shall be marked with reflective material at least six inches in width, visible 360 degrees.

4. A permanent tag bearing the name and address of the owner shall be attached to the pull pole of the lift net.

(d) Area specific regulations: No minnow lift nets shall be fished in the St. Johns River Water Management Areas of Lake County formerly known as Long Farm, S.N. Knight Lisbon Farm (both parcels north and south of the Yale-Griffin canal), S.N. Knight Leesburg Farm, Lowrie Brown Farm, Eustis Muck Farm and Walker Ranch.

(6) Minnow seine:

(a) Species to be taken – Non-game fish (except catfish).

(b) Specifications.

Nets for use in public waters: maximum length 40 feet; no pocket permitted; maximum mesh, one inch stretched.

(7) Eel traps and pots:

(a) Species to be taken – nongame fish may be taken from the waters of the state with eel traps or pots having one inch by one-half inch wire mesh.

(b) In waters other than those specified in paragraph (2)(b) of this section, such eel traps and pots, in addition to having a one inch by one-half inch wire mesh, shall be of the following types and specifications:

1. Square “carolina” – type pots.
a. Maximum dimensions – 24 inches by 24 inches by 18 inches.

b. Maximum diameter of any and all funnel openings – two inches.

2. Cylindrical “shotgun” – type pots.
a. Maximum dimensions – four feet by 18 inches.

b. Maximum diameter of any and all funnel openings – two inches.

(8) Blue crab pots and traps may be fished in fresh water. Blue crab pot and trap specifications and use shall be as prescribed in rules of the Marine Fisheries Commission.

(9) Permits may be issued by the executive director to authorize the operation of haul seines in specified areas.

(a) Southwest Region haul seine permits:

1. A maximum of five haul seine permits may be issued for use of haul seines in lakes in the Southwest Region. Permits shall be issued to applicants on a first-come, first-served basis as determined by receipt of a completed haul seine permit application (Haul Seine Permit Application Form ‒ Southwest Region DFFM HSSWR-01 (7-14), found online at: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04465, incorporated herein by reference.
2. In the event of the death or permanent disability of a permittee, the permit may be transferred by the permit holder or the executor of the estate to a member of the immediate family. The Commission must be notified of the transfer prior to renewal of the permit.

3. After all permits are issued, the Southwest Region Office shall maintain a waiting list of haul seine permit applicants on a first-come, first-serve basis, as determined from receipt of completed applications. Applicants wishing to maintain their status on the Southwest Region Haul Seine Waiting List shall notify the Southwest Region in writing between June 1 and July 1 of each year.

4. When a permit becomes available, the first applicant on the waiting list will be notified by the Commission. Within 120 days from date of notification, the applicant must verify that he or she possesses all equipment, including boats, motors, and nets or provide evidence such as lease agreements, bills of sale, or other documents indicating how equipment will be obtained and that the applicant has been licensed in accordance with Sections 379.363 and 379.3635, F.S. Applicants failing to meet the equipment requirements and other criteria in this section shall be denied a Southwest Region Haul Seine Permit. Haul seine permittees may not share equipment. No person shall be issued more than one haul seine permit, and permits are not transferable except for as provided above.

5. Haul seines are authorized to be used on the following lakes in Polk County: Banana, Bonnet, Bonny, Garfield, Hancock, Hollingsworth, Howard, Hunter, Lulu, Parker and Shipp. A lake may be closed temporarily to use of haul seines by administrative action for aquatic resource management purposes, or other conditions in which use of haul seines would negatively impact the lake and its fishery or endanger public safety. Haul seine permittees shall be provided written notice 48 hours prior to closure of a lake by administrative action. Haul seines may be used in lakes in the Southwest Region other than those specified in this section in accordance with provisions of Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C.

6. Subject to Commission approval in accordance with subsection 68-1.010(2), F.A.C., a permittee may designate in writing two assistant captains to fish in lieu of the permittee. The permittee or designated assistant captains shall be aboard the haul seine boat whenever fishing. Assistant captains shall be changed only by written request and approval of the Commission. A designated assistant captain shall work for only one permittee. Permittees shall maintain responsibility for the lawful operation of equipment used under the permit and for the proper live return to the water of all game fish taken pursuant to haul seine operations. Haul seines shall be attended continuously. The haul seine permit shall be aboard the vessel operating or transporting haul seine equipment.

7. Haul seine permittees or designated assistant captains shall fish at least 10 days annually from July 1 through June 30 of the following year. Failure to fish 10 days annually may result in revocation or non-renewal of a Southwest Region Haul Seine Permit in accordance with Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C.

8. Haul seines shall be no more than 1,800 yards in length and at least eight feet in depth. Mesh size must be at least two-and-one-half inch stretched mesh in the pocket, doubles and bunt or footing circle; and two-and-one-half to four-and-one-half inch stretch mesh over the remaining length of net.

9. Non-game fish may be harvested from haul seines. Any other fish or wildlife caught shall be returned immediately to the lake being fished.

10. Only one haul seine net shall be used per day by permittees or their designated captains. Haul seines shall be deployed no earlier than one-half hour before sunrise. No haul seines shall be operated after sunset. Prior to fishing each day, permittees shall notify the dispatch center of the Southwest Region office by telephone when nets will be fished and on what waterbody. Seines shall be operated Monday through Friday only. Seine operations are not allowed on the following days: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (third Monday in January), Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, Friday after Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.

11. No haul seines shall be deployed or operated within 100 yards of any dock, boat ramp, or canal, or within 100 yards of any waterski course authorized in accordance with Chapters 253 and 403, F.S., and Rule 18-21.005, F.A.C.

12. Denial, revocation, suspension, or non-renewal of haul seine permits or designations of assistant captains shall be administered in accordance with provisions of this rule section and Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C. Permittees shall provide evidence of valid licenses required pursuant to Sections 379.363 and 379.3635, F.S., prior to renewal of the Southwest Region Haul Seine Permit. A Southwest Region Haul Seine Harvest Report (Form DFFM HSSWR-02 (7-14), found online at: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04656, incorporated herein by reference shall be completed by each permittee and furnished to the Southwest Region Office by June 1 of each year.

(b) Provisions for use of haul seines on Lake Okeechobee are as specified in Rule 68A-23.012, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.363 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 10-23-79, 5-19-80, 6-22-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-83, 7-1-84, 7-1-85, Formerly 39-23.03, Amended 6-1-86, 4-13-88, 7-1-90, 1-1-92, 7-1-92, 10-22-92, 4-20-93, 7-1-95, 4-1-96, 7-1-97, 7-1-98, Formerly 39-23.003, Amended 7-1-08, 8-27-09, 3-24-13, 10-16-14.
68A-23.004 Lawful Methods for Using Trotlines and Bush Hooks or Set Lines.

(1) Trotlines, bush hooks or set lines are permitted statewide except in that portion of the Ochlockonee River between State Road 20 and the Lake Talquin Power Dam; that portion of the Apalachicola River between US Highway 90 and the Jim Woodruff Dam; Bear Gully Lake in Seminole County; the Oklawaha River upstream from the Eureka Bridge; Lake Jackson in Walton County; Silver Lake on the Withlacoochee River; Lakes Jessamine and Holden in Orange County; Triplett lakes in Seminole County; Lake Helen in Volusia County; in Martin County east of the Sunshine State Parkway; in that portion of the St. Johns River and its tributaries south of State Road 46 and north of US Highway 192, including lakes Poinsett, Winder and Washington. Trotlines are prohibited in Little Bay Lake in Orange County except under permit. All fishing devices authorized by this section shall be permanently and legibly marked with the harvester’s name and address while being used or possessed in or upon the waters of the state.
(2) Trotlines are permitted in the portion of the St. Johns River lying between US Highway 17-92 and State Road 46 provided that from 9:00 a.m. on Saturday until sunset on Sunday all trotlines shall be sunk to the bottom or to a minimum depth of four feet during daylight hours. From January 1 until March 31, trotlines shall be prohibited from 9:00 a.m. until sunset in the waters of the main channel of the St. Johns River from a point immediately south of Lake Monroe to State Road 46, excluding Lake Harney. Trotlines are prohibited from 9:00 a.m. until sunset in the Oklawaha River below the Rodman Dam.

(3) In lakes Beauclaire, Carlton, Dora, Eustis, Griffin, Harris and Yale, no trotline shall be allowed from 9:00 a.m. Friday until one hour before sunset Sunday. Trotlines shall also be prohibited from 9:00 a.m. until one hour before sunset Monday through Thursday from May 1 through October 31. No trotline shall be secured to or fished within 50 yards of a private pier or dock.

(4) In East Lake Tohopekaliga, trotlines are permitted only from sunset Sunday until midnight Friday of each week and only during the period from sunset each day until 9:00 a.m. the following morning.

(5) Trotlines are prohibited from 9:00 a.m. until sunset in the waters of the following lakes:

(a) Lake County – Cherry, Cook, Crescent, Hiawatha, Johns, Louisa, Minnehaha, Minneola, Palatlakaha, Susan, Wilson, and Winona.

(b) Orange County – Butler, Chase, Conway, Down, Fish, Isleworth, Johns, Mable, Maitland, Misell, Osceola, Picket, Sheen, Starke, Tibet Butler and Virginia.

(c) Polk County – All lakes except Arbuckle, Crooked, Hancock, Rosalie, Tiger and Walk-in-Water.

(6) A trotline limited to 25 hooks may be used for taking non-game fish for personal use. Persons operating more than 25 bush hooks or set lines or a trotline using more than 25 hooks are considered to be fishing commercially and shall be licensed as provided in Section 379.363, F.S. All game fish taken by trotlines, bush hooks or set lines shall be immediately returned unharmed to the water and it is unlawful to possess any game fish while operating trotlines, bush hooks or set lines.

(7) Trotlines are prohibited in Lake Talquin during daylight hours.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 5-19-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, Formerly 39-23.04, Amended 12-12-88, 4-4-91, 4-14-92, 4-1-96, Formerly 39-23.004, Amended 7-1-08.

68A-23.005 Bag Limits, Length Limits, Open Season: Freshwater Fish.

(1) The open season for fishing shall be from July 1 until June 30 of the following year, except as otherwise provided by these rules.

(2) This rule does not apply to game fish lawfully acquired for aquarium use in accordance with Rule 68A-23.009, F.A.C.

(3) No person shall have in his possession more than two days’ bag limit of freshwater game fish. In any water body where there are specific regulations as to bag limits, minimum length, maximum length, or protected length limits for any species, which are different from the general regulations, the specific regulations supersede the general provisions of this rule section.

(4) Bag or length limits for lakes designated as Fish Management Areas shall be as specified in Rules 68A-20.004 and 68A-20.005, F.A.C.

(5) Bag or length limits for lakes within designated boundaries of Wildlife Management Areas shall be as specified in Rules 68A-15.061, 68A-15.062, 68A-15.063, 68A-15.064, 68A-15.065, F.A.C.

(6) State-wide bag limits: Except as otherwise provided in these rules, no person shall take in any one day more than the following:

(a) Five (5) black bass, of which only one may be 16 inches or longer in total length.

(b) Twenty-five (25) crappie.

(c) Fifty (50) in the aggregate for all other panfish.

(d) Two (2) butterfly peacock bass, only one (1) of which can be greater than 17 inches total length. No person shall kill or possess any speckled peacock bass.

(e) American Eels must be nine inches or greater in total length for recreational and commercial harvest. The recreational bag limit for American Eels is twenty five (25) per angler per day.

Wholesale/Retail purchase exemption. Recreational anglers purchasing American eel as bait may possess more than the legal bag limit provided that the eels were purchased from a licensed dealer. The burden shall be upon the person claiming the benefit of this exemption to show, by receipts, bills of sale, or other appropriate documentation, that such fish were purchased from a licensed wholesale or retail dealer.
(7) In that portion of the state north and west of the Suwannee River (including in the Suwannee River and in any tributary river, creek or stream of the Suwannee River), bag or length limits are as follows:

(a) Black bass – no person shall kill or possess any Suwannee Bass, Shoal Bass, Spotted Bass, or Choctaw Bass that is less than 12 inches in total length.

(b) Striped bass, white bass, or sunshine bass – In all areas other than the lower Ochlockonee and associated tributaries downstream of the Jackson Bluff Dam, no person shall kill or possess more than 3 striped bass nor any striped bass less than 18 inches total length. On the lower Ochlockonee and associated tributaries downstream of the Jackson Bluff Dam, no person shall kill or possess more than 3 striped bass only one of which may be greater than 24 inches. The daily aggregate bag limit of white bass, striped bass and sunshine bass shall be 20.

(c) Lake Seminole (Northwest Florida) – see Rule 68A-23.0131, F.A.C., for bag or length limits for certain freshwater game fishes.

(d) Lake Talquin (including that portion of the Ochlockonee River lying between Lake Talquin and the railroad trestle that is located immediately below US Highway 90, that portion of the Little River lying between Lake Talquin and County Road 268, that portion of the Rocky Comfort Creek lying between Lake Talquin and County Road 65-B, and that portion of Bear Creek lying between Lake Talquin and Bear Creek Road, those portions of Ocklawaha and Hammock creeks lying between Lake Talquin and State Road 267, those portions of Blount’s, Freeman [Stoutamire], and Harvey and Polk creeks lying between Lake Talquin and State Road 20): No person shall kill or possess any crappie less than 10 inches in total length.
(e) Chipola River and its tributaries: No person shall kill or possess any Shoal Bass on the Chipola River or its tributaries. Any Shoal Bass that are caught must be released immediately.
(8) In that portion of the state south and east of the Suwannee River, bag or length limits or areas closed to fishing are as follows:

(a) Striped bass and sunshine bass – the daily aggregate bag limit of striped bass and sunshine bass shall be 20, no more than 6 of which may be more than 24 inches total length.

(b) Fishing is prohibited in Silver Glen Springs in Lake and Marion counties and in Salt Springs in Marion County and within 50 yards of the springs. Fishing is prohibited from the headwaters of Rainbow Springs to a point one mile downstream on Rainbow River within Marion County.

(c) No person shall kill or possess any black bass in the following areas:

1. In Wildcat Lake within the boundaries of the Ocala National Forest.

2. In the St. Johns River Water Management Area, in Indian River and Brevard counties (commonly known as Farm-13 and including the Stickmarsh).

3. In the St. Johns River Water Management-owned area formerly known as the S.N. Knight Farm in Indian River County (commonly known as Kenansville Reservoir).

4. In the St. Johns River Water Management-owned area in Indian River County known as Fellsmere Water Management Area (commonly known as Headwaters Lake and Egan Lake).
(d) Lake Okeechobee ‒ defined as any point lakeward of a boundary line delineated by the following points: Intersection of St. Rd. 78 and US 441, US 441 SE to St. Rd. 5 (“80”) St. Rd. 5 (“80”) to St. Rd. 25 (US 27) St. Rd. 25 (US 27) to St. Rd. 78 St. Rd. 78 to US 441 Including: Harney Pond Canal (C-41) north of St. Rd. 78 to South Florida Water Mgmnt. District (SFWMD) structure S-71 C-41-A Canal, southeast of the S-84 structure Indian Prairie Canal (C-40) north of St. Rd. 78 to SFWMD structure S-72 All of Taylor Creek and Nubbin Slough in Okeechobee County C-38/Kissimmee River south of SFWMD structure S-65E to St. Rd. 78, All of L-50 Canal in Glades County, Fisheating Creek to US 27, All of Sportsman’s Canal (LD-3) in Glades County. No person shall kill or possess any crappie less than ten inches (10'') in total length.
(9) Anglers participating in the TrophyCatch Program in compliance with TrophyCatch Program rules and fish handling guidelines may temporarily possess in live condition one Hall of Fame candidate largemouth bass (13 pounds or greater) over the legal length limit and bag limit until the fish is certified by FWC staff or authorized representative.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 5-19-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-83, Formerly 39-23.05, Amended 2-27-86, 5-10-87, 3-1-88, 4-13-88, 7-1-89, 4-11-90, 7-1-92, 8-23-92, 4-20-93, 7-1-94, 9-15-94, 4-1-96, 7-1-98, 10-20-98, Formerly 39-23.005, Amended 7-1-00, 7-1-01, 7-1-04, 7-1-05, 7-1-06, 7-1-08, 7-1-11, 5-22-13, 9-9-13, 11-26-14, 7-1-16, 3-23-20, 6-7-22, 1-24-23.
68A-23.006 Prohibiting Possession of Freshwater Game Fish Under Certain Conditions.

(1) Freshwater game fish legally caught may be kept on the premises of wholesale or retail businesses or in public cold storage, refrigerators, ice houses or ice boxes when properly tagged showing the name, license number and address of the owner clearly written thereon.

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply to properly tagged game fish which were taken in accordance with Rule 68A-23.012, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-21-82, Formerly 39-23.06, Amended 5-10-87, Formerly 39-23.006.

68A-23.007 Use of Fish for Bait.

(1) No person shall use any species of black bass, peacock bass or any part thereof as bait. Whole pickerel or bream or portions thereof may be used for bait purposes by persons catching the fish but in no case shall they be used as bait for trotlines, bush hooks or in any manner other than on pole and line or rod and reel. Fish commonly called panfish produced by persons possessing a valid certificate of registration from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may be sold and used for bait provided fish are four inches or less in total length.

(2) No live goldfish or carp shall be transported into the state for bait purposes or possessed or used for bait for the purpose of taking freshwater fish in any waters.

(3) Bait minnows may be taken as provided by Rule 68A-23.002, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-21-82, Formerly 39-23.07, Amended 7-1-98, Formerly 39-23.007, Amended 7-1-00.

68A-23.008 Introduction of Non-Native Aquatic Species in the Waters of the State; Provisions for Sale and Inspection of Fish for Bait or Propagation Purpose; Diseased Fish.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-4-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-84, Formerly 39-23.08, Amended 4-13-88, 7-1-89, 10-30-89, 7-1-92, 7-1-94, 4-12-98, Formerly 39-23.008, Amended 10-10-00, 7-1-01, 7-1-02, 7-1-04, Repealed 6-7-07.

68A-23.009 Sale and Transportation of Freshwater Fish.

(1) No person shall sell, purchase, attempt to purchase or sell, or transport any freshwater game fish unless otherwise authorized by specific rule of the Commission. Any person transporting game fish in excess of legal possession limits shall possess documentation that said fish have been acquired legally and are being legally transported.

(a) Holders of valid fishing licenses or persons exempt from such licenses may transport their legal possession limit.

(b) No common carrier shall knowingly transport or receive for transportation any freshwater game fish unless such shipment is accompanied by a bill of lading showing the name of the shipper, aquaculture certificate of registration number issued by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services if an aquaculture product, total weight of or quantity of each species of fish shipped, and the date of the shipment.
(c) The importation into or transportation within the state of any live Micropterus species is prohibited, except Micropterus salmoides floridanus that meet Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Genetic Authentication Standards listed in subsection (2) of this rule. Recreational anglers may transport their legally caught bag limit for personal use, which does not include the release of their catch into another waterbody. Micropterus salmoides floridanus may be imported into or transported within this state under a FWC import and transport permit, or a permit issued pursuant to Rule 68-5.005 or 68A-9.002, F.A.C. An import and transport permit application may be found at Myfwc.com/fl-lmb-genetic-authentication.

(d) Persons authorized to possess, import and transport Micropterus salmoides floridanus shall collect and provide samples of stock in the presence of Commission personnel upon request.

(e) Micropterus species being transported in Florida must be accompanied with documentation providing the date of the shipment, total weight or quantity of each species of Micropterus shipped, Micropterus salmoides floridanus Genetic Authentication documentation if transporting live Micropterus, appropriate bill of lading showing the name of the shipper, Aquaculture Certificate of Registration number issued by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services or an FWC import and transport permit, except as permitted pursuant to Rule 68-5.005 or 68A-9.002, F.A.C. These documents must be available for immediate inspection upon request by Commission personnel. 

(2) Persons possessing a valid aquaculture certificate of registration from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services as required in Section 597.004, F.S.:

(a) May sell and transport live game fish produced in private ponds or private hatcheries as brood stock, to stock private ponds, or for aquarium display.

(b) May sell game fish commonly called panfish as defined in Rule 68A-1.004, F.A.C., as bait provided the fish are four inches or less in total length.

(c) May import, transport, culture and sell as food fish, game fish as defined in Rules 68A-1.004(33)(b)-(g), and Micropterus salmoides floridanus. 

(d) Must confirm genetics of Micropterus salmoides floridanus in a manner consistent with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Genetic Authentication Standards of Micropterus salmoides floridanus (Myfwc.com/fl-lmb-genetic-authentication), which is adopted and incorporated herein by reference at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14143 effective March 2022. Documentation of genetic authentication must be maintained and available for immediate inspection upon request by Commission personnel.
(3) Freshwater non-game fish may be taken and sold as provided by law and these rules.

(4) No person shall sell or possess for the purpose of sale any freshwater fish without having in his possession a bill of sale or other documentary evidence showing the name and address of the supplier of any such fish.

(5) The foregoing shall not prohibit the sale or purchase of mounted specimens of lawfully taken freshwater fish.

(6) Any person transporting fish or frogs for a holder of any commercial license issued under provisions of Section 379.363, F.S., shall be in possession of documentation that such license has been issued and is valid.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.363 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-21-82, 7-1-84, Formerly 39-23.09, Amended 9-30-86, 4-11-90, 6-20-90, 4-12-98, Formerly 39-23.009, Amended 7-1-05, 5-15-22.

68A-23.010 Disposition of Illegal Fishing Devices.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. FS. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-21-82, Formerly 39-23.10, 39-23.010, Repealed 3-17-16.
68A-23.012 Special Regulations on Lake Okeechobee.

(1) Freshwater game fish (except black bass, striped bass, or black crappie) may be possessed for commercial purposes by persons licensed in accordance with Sections 379.363 and 379.3635, F.S., within the area of Lake Okeechobee bounded on the east by Highway 441 from Okeechobee City to Belle Glade; on the south by State Road 80 from Belle Glade to South Bay; on the south and west by Highway 27 from South Bay north to the junction of Highway 27 and State Road 78; on the west and north by State Road 78 north to the junction of Highway 441; and in the incorporated city limits of all municipalities located on such boundary roads and highways as provided by this section. Such fish may be harvested, for commercial purposes, only under permit by the use of haul seines and as specified herein. All freshwater game fish shall be transported to the designated tagging station and immediately tagged as specified herein. Only permitted and licensed haul seiners may be tagging agents and may only tag fish caught pursuant to their own haul seine operation.

(a) Each haul seiner is responsible for tagging his own fish as provided herein. Prior to transporting any untagged game fish within the boundary designated above, the haul seiner shall:

1. Designate in writing to the Commission, the route over which said haul seiner will transport untagged game fish to the tagging station.

2. No deviation from the above shall be allowed and the haul seiner will be held responsible for adherence to all of the requirements of this rule. Any violation will subject the haul seiner to loss of permits issued.

(b) It shall be unlawful to possess commercial quantities of freshwater game fish as defined in Section 379.406, F.S., on the waters of Lake Okeechobee or its tributaries within the boundary delineated in subsection (1), from one-half hour after sunset until one-half hour before sunrise.

(c) The commercial harvest of game fish by any method from any area other than by haul seine as provided herein is prohibited.

(2) Length of season:

(a) The length of the fishing season for all types of commercial gear shall be set by the Commission.

(b) Seines shall be operated only Monday through Friday. The lake is closed to seines on state holidays:

1. New Year’s Day.

2. Memorial Day.

3. Independence Day.

4. Labor Day.

5. Veterans Day.

6. Thanksgiving Day.

7. Friday after Thanksgiving Day.

8. Christmas Day.

9. Others as they are designated.

(c) Each permit shall be fished a minimum of 70 days annually, unless otherwise authorized by the assistant executive director due to exigent circumstances. Failure to comply may result in non-renewal of said permit.

(3) Permits for haul seines:

(a) Haul seines as specified herein may be used by persons licensed under Sections 379.363 and 379.3635, F.S., for taking non-game fish, bluegill, redear sunfish (shellcracker), and warmouth under authority of a permit from the executive director. A maximum of 10 haul seine permits shall be issued to applicants on a first-come, first-served basis as determined by receipt of a completed haul seine permit application (Haul Seine Permit Application Form – South Region DFFM HSSR-01 (7-14), found online at: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04464, incorporated herein by reference), except as otherwise provided in this rule. In the event of the death or permanent disability of a permittee, the permit may be transferred by the permit holder or the executor of the estate to a member of the immediate family. The Commission must be notified of the transfer prior to renewal of the permit. After all available permits have been issued, the Commission shall maintain the first-come, first-served status of said applicants on a list. As permits become available for issuance, the executive director shall issue said permits to the applicants on said list in chronological order, except as otherwise provided in this rule. Upon being notified that they have been selected for inclusion in the program, the applicants shall, within 60 days, provide evidence that they have purchased and possess all necessary equipment, including boat(s), motor(s) and net(s), and have designated an assistant/captain. Failure to comply will result in denial of said permit. Equipment shall not be shared by permittees.

(b) A permittee shall maintain responsibility for the lawful operation of equipment used under the permit and for the proper live return to the water or tagging of all game fish taken pursuant to said operation. A permittee shall be responsible for ensuring that the permit is aboard the vessel operating or transporting such equipment.

(c) If fish are transported ashore prior to termination of haul seine operations, the haul seine gear license shall remain with a vessel operating the gear and the Lake Okeechobee haul seine permit shall accompany the fish to a designated tagging station.

(d) The executive director may refuse to issue the permit to any person who has been convicted of a violation of Chapter 379, F.S., or the rules of the Commission.

(e) Such permit shall be subject to revocation as provided in Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C.

(f) No person shall be issued more than one permit for a haul seine. The permittee or his one designated assistant/captain must be aboard the boat whenever fishing. Said designated assistant/captain shall be designated in writing, approved and such written designation maintained on file with the Commission. Said designation may be changed only upon a showing of good cause, in writing, and approved by the assistant executive director or his designate. A designated assistant/captain may work for only one permittee.

(4) Commercial gear specifications and restrictions:

(a) Haul seines:

1. Net specifications – Not less than 500 yards nor more than 1,600 yards in length, having not more than 250 yards of not less than two-and-one-half-inch stretched mesh in the pocket, doubles, and bunt or footing circle (including the width of the pocket); and not more than 200 additional yards of not less than three-inch stretched mesh; the remaining length of the net to consist of not less than three-and-one-half-inch stretched mesh. Mesh size in any portion of the net shall not exceed four-and-one-half-inch stretched mesh. Distance from the lead line to the float line shall be no less than ten feet.

2. Haul seines 500 to 1,000 yards in length shall be pulled by one boat only, and one end of the haul seine shall remain stationary during seining operations.

3. No purse seine, purse gill net or net using rings or other devices on the lead line through which a purse line is drawn shall be used as a haul seine.

4. Haul seine float lines shall be marked at 200-yard intervals with a floating fluorescent-orange marker buoy.

5. Closed areas:

a. Haul seines shall not be used or operated in Pelican Bay; in Fisheating Creek Bay north and west of a line from the weather beacon approximately one mile east of the north end of Observation Shoal (designated R “2” on National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Ocean Survey chart #11428, edition 16) to the westernmost point of Horse Island; that area north and west of a line from the easternmost point of Kings Bar to Nubbin Slough water control structure S-191; that area south of a line connecting the northernmost point of Kreamer Island to the northernmost point of Ritta Island; or in any rim canal, river mouth, channel, within that area shoreward of the boundary delineated by the commercial fishing boundary Global Positioning System coordinates incorporated in the permit issued pursuant to subsection 68A-23.012(3), F.A.C.

b. All other areas of Lake Okeechobee shall be open to haul seines authorized by permit.

6. No haul seine may be operated within 50 yards of any legal trotline.

7. Haul seines may be fished beginning at midnight but no fish shall be taken from the waters prior to one-half hour before sunrise. No haul seines shall be operated after sunset.

8. All haul seines in Lake Okeechobee shall be attended continuously.

9. Before fishing each day, permittee shall telephonically notify the dispatch center of the Commission's South Regional Office when he will fish and in what general area.

(b) Boats:

1. Any boat pulling a seine shall display a 12-x-18-inch fluorescent-orange flag having a white circle at a minimum height of eight feet above the deck. Said flag will bear, within the white circle, the permittee’s permit number in numerals not less than 10 inches in height.

2. The haul seine permit shall display the hull identification number and FL number of the haul seine boat(s) used. Should a different boat be used, the permittee shall request an amendment to his permit, in writing, from the assistant executive director or his designate.

(c) Wire catfish traps:

1. Persons licensed in accordance with Section 379.363, F.S., may use up to 80 wire catfish traps in the waters of Lake Okeechobee excluding its tributaries.

2. No person shall possess any freshwater game fish while transporting catfish taken from any wire catfish trap.

3. No wire traps shall be placed within the triangular area encompassed by the following: commencing at the southwesternmost point of land at the mouth of the Kissimmee River connecting by a straight line to a point at latitude 27 degrees 7 minutes 30 seconds north and longitude 80 degrees 46 minutes 50 seconds west then connecting by a straight line to a point at the southeasternmost point of the Taylor Creek Lock connecting in a meandering line following along the shoreline of the lake to the point of beginning.

4. Trap specifications:

a. Maximum length – 5 feet.

b. Maximum height – 18 inches.

c. Maximum width – 32 inches.

d. Mesh – Of tarred or vinyl-coated wire not less than one inch nor more than one and one-half inches.

e. Type – Two funnels in one end with a trap door on the inside funnel. The trap door must remain closed except under pressure.

f. Maximum diameter of smallest outer funnel opening – 6 inches.

g. Maximum diameter of smallest inner funnel opening – 5 inches.

h. Depth – At least three feet of clearance between the highest point on the submerged trap and the water surface.

5. Each trap shall be identified by a marking bearing the name of the permittee.

(d) Trotlines: Trotlines shall be marked with a flag every 1,000 yards and with a gallon-sized buoy every 500 yards between flags when fished at a lake elevation below 11.0 feet NGVD as determined by the United States Army Corps of Engineers.

(5) Tagging:

(a) No person shall possess or transport any freshwater game fish in excess of the possession limit established by Rule 68A-23.005, F.A.C., outside the area of Lake Okeechobee as described in subsection (1), unless each fish has an identifying tag affixed securely to any part of the fish except the fins or tail. Such tags shall be furnished by the Commission in accordance with the provisions of this rule, and the Commission shall be the sole source of supply. It shall be unlawful to produce, manufacture or possess any facsimile or counterfeit tag not supplied by the Commission. Property rights to such tags shall be vested in, and such tags shall remain the property of, the Commission as long as such tags are within the state. No person shall possess any unlocked or unused fish tag which is unattached to a fish outside the area of Lake Okeechobee as described in subsection (1), except as otherwise authorized by the Commission. Tags shall be issued to permittee by lot number and the permittee shall be held responsible for their security.
(b) Each permittee shall be responsible for the tagging of his own fish and only said permittee shall purchase tags. Tags will be provided by the Commission at a cost of five cents per tag. Permittees shall be responsible for the proper tagging of their fish and are strictly liable for any misappropriation thereof. Fish shall be tagged immediately upon arrival at the tagging site and prior to storage or, if a delay is necessary, shall be labeled so as to be readily traceable to the permittee. Permittees shall execute a contract of agreement with the Commission to tag fish at a designated location, and may be required to relinquish all tagging rights upon receipt of verified information and belief by the executive director that the permittee has violated any commercial fishing regulation governing Lake Okeechobee. In determining whether to require a permittee to relinquish his tagging rights, the executive director shall consider the standards and criteria set forth in Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C. Breach of contract shall result in immediate denial of the delivery of fish tags by the Commission to the tagging agent.

(c) No permittee shall transfer, loan or relinquish custody and control of any unused fish tags delivered to him nor shall any tags be transported or removed from the designated tagging station premises without the specific prior approval of an authorized representative of the Commission.

(d) No permittee or his employee shall sell untagged game fish from said permittee’s designated tagging station at any time.

(e) Permittees shall be strictly liable for compliance herewith.

(6) Reports:

(a) Permittees shall maintain records of operation as designated by the Commission, maintain accounting records on forms furnished by the Commission, and report the number and total weight by species of fish harvested to the Commission each week. All such reports shall be made available for inspection by representatives of the Commission at all times. Reports are due no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday following the week reported. Failure to file said reports will result in failure to issue tags.

(b) Each freshwater fish dealer within the designated area shall forward to the Commission each week a report showing the amount and kinds of fish purchased or handled during the previous week and the license number of the person from whom the fish were purchased on forms furnished by the Commission. Reports are due within 30 days of the reporting periods.

(c) Failure to submit such reports for the reporting period may constitute grounds for revocation of, or denial of renewal of such license, permit or tagging agreement. Such revocation of, or denial of renewal of such license, permit, or tagging agreement shall be in accordance with standards and criteria promulgated in Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C.

(7) Sale, transportation and handling of fish:

(a) No untagged game fish shall be sold for consumption. Any licensed freshwater fish dealer may sell, ship or transport lawfully tagged game fish taken from Lake Okeechobee as provided by Section 379.363, F.S. Legally tagged game fish may be shipped or transported provided that a bill of lading showing the name of the shipper, amounts of species of fish shipped, and the date of the shipment, accompanies the fish. No common carrier shall knowingly ship, transport or receive for transportation any freshwater game fish unless such information accompanies the shipment.

(b) Each fish container shall be available for inspection by a duly authorized employee of the Commission. Untagged game fish undesirable for human consumption because of size or spoilage may be processed for other commercial purposes with prior approval by an authorized agent of the Commission. All non-game fish taken in seines shall be removed from the water. Upon prior approval of an authorized representative of the Commission, non-game fish which have been processed by cooking may be used as bait for haul grounds.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3635, 379.377 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 11-8-79, 5-19-80, 6-22-80, 6-15-81, 6-21-82, 12-14-82, 7-1-84, 7-1-85, 9-19-85, Formerly 39-23.12, Amended 6-1-86, 2-21-88, 4-4-91, 4-15-92, 7-1-97, 7-1-98, Formerly 39-23.012, Amended 8-27-09, 3-24-13, 1-7-14, 10-16-14.
68A-23.0131 Special Regulations for Waters Bordering Georgia and Alabama: Lake Seminole, the St. Mary’s River, Lake Jackson (Walton County) and Perdido River.

(1) Any person having in his possession a valid and appropriate sport fishing license issued by the State of Georgia or the State of Florida, or persons exempt from such licensure, may take fish by hook and line or rod and reel in the following described waters:

(a) In the waters of and on the banks of the waters of Lake Seminole – Bounded on the west by Florida State Road No. 271, on the south by the Jim Woodruff Dam, on the east by a line immediately east of the Chattahoochee Marina, also known as the Booster Club, running northwest across the lake to the tip of land at the junction of the Flint and Chattahoochee Rivers, west of Spring Creek; and on the north by the Herman Talmadge Bridge across the Chattahoochee River.

(b) In the waters of and on the banks of the waters of the St. Mary’s River – Not including its tributaries.

(2) In the above described waters of Lake Seminole and the St. Mary’s River, no person shall take, catch or have in possession more than the daily bag limit for any species of game fish, or take, catch or have in possession more than 50 in the aggregate of all species of game fish.

(a) The daily bag limit on the above-described waters for Lake Seminole is as follows:

1. Black bass – 10 (all of which must be 12 inches or greater in total length).

2. Striped bass, striped bass-white bass hybrid and white bass in the aggregate – 15 (only 2 of which may be 22 inches or greater in total length).

3. Bream – Bluegill, redbreast, rock bass and all other species of bream – 50.

4. Crappie – 30.

5. Pickerel – Chain, grass and redfin – 15.

(b) The daily bag limit for the St. Mary’s River and its tributaries is as follows:

1. Black bass – 10 (all of which must be 12 inches or greater in total length).

2. Striped bass, white bass, or striped bass-white bass hybrids – 2 (all of which must be 22 inches or greater in length).

3. Bream – bluegill, redbreast, rock bass and all other species of bream – 50.

4. Crappie – 30.

5. Pickerel – Chain, grass and redfin – 15.
(3) Any person having in his possession a valid and appropriate sport fishing license issued by the State of Alabama or the State of Florida, or persons exempt from such licensure, may take fish by hook and line or rod and reel in the following described waters:
(a) In the waters of and on the banks of the waters of the Perdido River (Not including its Florida tributaries).
(b) In the waters of and the banks of Lake Jackson (Walton County).
(4) In the waters of the Perdido River and Lake Jackson (Walton County), no person shall take, catch or have in possession more than the daily bag limit for any species of game fish, or take, catch or have in possession more than 50 in the aggregate of all species of game fish.
(a) The daily bag limit for the main stem of the Perdido River is as follows:
1. Black bass – 10. No more than 5 of the daily bag limit may be smallmouth bass.
2. Striped bass, striped bass-white bass hybrid and white bass in the aggregate – 15 (only 5 of which may be 22 inches or greater in total length).
3. Bream – Bluegill, redbreast, rock bass and all other species of bream – 50.
4. Crappie – 30 (all of which must be 9 inches or greater).
(b) The daily bag limit on the waters of Lake Jackson (Walton County) is as follows:
1. Black bass – 5 (all of which must be 12 inches or greater in total length with only one allowed over 22 inches in total length).
2. Striped bass, striped bass-white bass hybrid and white bass in the aggregate – 15 (only 5 of which may be 22 inches or greater in total length).
3. Bream – Bluegill, redbreast, rock bass and all other species of bream – 50.
4. Crappie – 30.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.354, 379.2281, 379.2282 FS. History–New 6-21-82, Formerly 39-23.131, Amended 6-2-86, 8-9-90, 6-11-92, Formerly 39-23.0131, Amended 7-1-06, 7-1-16.
68A-23.015 Regulations Governing the Taking and Possession of Alligator Gar, Eels and Freshwater Mussels.

(1) No person shall take or possess alligator gar (Atractosteus spatula) without having obtained a permit from the Commission. Permits to take alligator gar shall be issued subject to criteria in Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C.

(2) Persons licensed in accordance with Section 379.363(1), F.S., may take eels as specified in Rule 68A-23.002, 68A-23.003, 68A-23.004 or 68A-23.005, F.A.C., only under permit from the Commission. The Commission shall impose upon the permit any reasonable conditions necessary to assure protection of the fishery and other natural resources. Permits shall be issued, denied, renewed or revoked as provided in Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C. Eel harvest permits shall be issued to applicants who have submitted a completed eel harvest permit application. AMERICAN EEL (Anguilla rostrata) COMMERCIAL HARVEST PERMIT APPLICATION DFFM_Permit_AE-01 (09/2014) (found online at: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04756) is incorporated herein by reference.
(3) Taking living or dead freshwater mussels for the purpose of sale or selling living or dead freshwater mussels, is prohibited.

(4) No person shall take more than 10 freshwater mussels or 20 half-shells of the families Unionidae and Margaritiferidae (Phylum Mollusca, Class Pelecypoda) per day. No person shall possess more than two days’ bag limit (20 individual mussels or 40 half-shells) of any mussels of these families. Permits for taking or possession of freshwater mussels of the families Unionidae and Margaritiferidae in excess of prescribed bag or possession limits shall be issued in accordance with Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C.

(5) Except as provided in Rule 68A-23.008, F.A.C., freshwater mussels from families other than Unionidae and Margaritiferidae, such as the Asian clam Corbicula fluminea, may be taken for bait or personal use.

(6) Mussels shall be taken by hand-picking only. Use of brailles, crowfoot bars, or other mechanical methods for taking freshwater mussels is prohibited.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-96, Formerly 39-23.015, Amended 3-9-06, 3-24-13, 11-26-14.
68A-23.088 Regulations Governing Grass Carp.

(1) No person shall take, possess, sell or otherwise transfer, buy or otherwise receive, transport or stock any grass carp without first obtaining a permit therefor from the Commission. Any grass carp inadvertently taken must be immediately returned unharmed to the water.

(2) Permits for grass carp other than triploid grass carp: Grass carp, other than triploid grass carp, may be possessed only as authorized by permit issued by the Commission for the production of triploid grass carp and subject to the following:

(a) Grass carp, other than triploid grass carp, held outdoors may only be held in a water body that has the lowest point of the top edge of its levee, dike or bank or tank at an elevation of at least one foot above the 100-year flood elevation determined by reference to elevation maps issued by the National Flood Insurance Program, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Such water body shall have no water discharge. Such water body shall be inaccessible to the public at all times by being securely enclosed by fences with locked gates or by the presence of the permittee or his agents guarding such water body and forbidding public access to such water body.

(b) Grass carp, other than triploid grass carp, held indoors may only be held in a container or tank having no water discharge or having a water discharge through a closed drain system that terminates in a dry-bed, waste-water pond. Such dry-bed, waste-water pond shall not be contiguous to any natural water body nor discharge its waters to any other water body at any time.

(c) Grass carp, other than triploid grass carp, may not be possessed in any number exceeding the number authorized by the permit. Grass carp, other than triploid grass carp, that are produced as a by-product in the production of triploid grass carp shall be destroyed, unless such grass carp that are produced as by-product do not cause the permittee to exceed the number of grass carp, other than triploid grass carp, that the permittee is authorized to possess by permit.

(3) Permits for triploid grass carp:

Triploid grass carp may be possessed, stocked, sold, transferred or transported only as authorized by permit issued by the Commission subject to the following:

(a) Triploid grass carp may be held outdoors only in a water body upon which is placed a structure installed in such a manner as to prevent escape of the triploid grass carp from the water body, or in a water body having a natural configuration that forecloses escape of such triploid grass carp. Such structure or configuration shall be maintained by the permittee as long as triploid grass carp remain in the water body.

(b) No person shall sell or otherwise transfer any triploid grass carp, except as authorized by permit from the Commission in addition to any license required for such transfer or sale by Section 379.363, F.S. No person shall sell or otherwise transfer any triploid grass carp unless the recipient of such grass carp has a permit as provided by this section. A copy of such recipient’s permit shall be maintained in the transferor’s records for a period of one year following such transfer and made available for inspection upon request of the Commission. Any grass carp sold or otherwise transferred shall be certified as triploid grass carp as provided in Rule 68A-1.004, F.A.C. prior to such sale or transfer or prior to transporting such grass carp for such sale or transfer. The transferor shall furnish to the Commission a report within 30 days following each calendar quarter indicating the transferor’s permit number; the name, address and permit number of each recipient of such triploid grass carp; the date of each sale or other transfer; and the number of triploid grass carp sold or transferred, for each sale or other transfer made during the calendar quarter.

(c) No person shall transport any triploid grass carp without having a copy of the Commission permit authorizing such transportation accompanying the shipment of triploid grass carp, and without such shipment containing only triploid grass carp, certified as provided in Rule 68A-1.004, F.A.C., and the certificate shall accompany such shipment of triploid grass carp.

(d) The Commission may deny an application for a permit to stock triploid grass carp in any water body, other than a private pond, if such proposed stocking is inconsistent with the principal or planned use of the water body, the optimum sustained use by the public of the water body’s living aquatic resources, or sound biological management principles.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (3)(d), of this section, the Commission may grant an application for a research permit to possess or stock triploid grass carp for legitimate research purposes, subject to the following:

1. The research permit shall expire 12 months from the date of issuance.

2. A detailed research proposal shall accompany the application for the research permit. Such proposal shall state with particularity the research objectives and justifications, research project schedule, research methodology, and safeguards that shall assure that any detrimental effect upon the water body or its living aquatic resources will not be of a permanent or substantial nature.

3. A detailed annual report of research findings, which shall include a description of activities undertaken in the permit period, progress toward research project objectives and proposed activities to be undertaken in the ensuing months, shall be submitted prior to renewal of the research permit. Receipt and approval by the Commission is a condition precedent to renewal of the research permit.

(4) All places where grass carp are possessed shall be subject to inspection by Commission personnel at any time. Such inspection may include obtaining blood samples from grass carp for purposes of ascertaining ploidy.
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