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68B-21.001 Designation as a Protected Species.

(1) Designation as a Protected Species – The snook, species Centropomus undecimalis, is hereby declared and designated a protected species.

(2) The snook, species Centropomus undecimalis has been designated as a protected species to increase public awareness of the need for extensive conservation action in order to prevent this resource from becoming endangered; and to encourage voluntary conservation practices, including catch-and-release practices for all snook caught unless they are needed for food.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-21.0015 Definitions.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-9-87, Amended 1-1-98, Formerly 46-21.0015, Amended 1-1-02, 5-13-02, 7-1-06, 7-12-07, 9-3-09, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-21.002 Definitions.

As used in Chapter 68B-21, F.A.C.:

(1) “Atlantic Region” means all state and federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean north and east of the Dade-Monroe County line, and all inland waters of the counties encompassed by the St. Johns River Water Management District, and the South Florida Water Management District, except Charlotte County, Collier County, Glades County, Hendry County, Highlands County, Lee County, and Monroe County, but including all waters of Lake Okeechobee and the Kissimmee River.

(2) “Gulf Region” means all state and federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico, the inland waters of Charlotte County, Collier County, Glades County, Hendry County, Highlands County, Lee County, Monroe County and all counties encompassed by the Southwest Florida Water Management District, the Suwannee River Water Management District, and the Northwest Florida Water Management District, and all waters of Everglades National Park, but excluding all waters of Lake Okeechobee and the Kissimmee River.

(3) “Snook” means a fish of the genus Centropomus, or any part thereof.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-23-85, Formerly 46-21.002, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-21.003 Regional Size Limits; Landed in Whole Condition Requirement.

(1) Minimum and Maximum Size Limits – The following size limits apply within or without Florida Waters in the specified region.

(a) Atlantic Region – A person may not harvest from the Atlantic Region, possess in the region, or land in the region a snook that is less than 28 inches or greater than 32 inches in total length.

(b) Gulf Region – A person may not harvest from the Gulf Region, possess in the region, or land in the region a snook that is less than 28 inches or greater than 33 inches in total length.

(2) Landed in Whole Condition Requirement – A person harvesting snook within or without Florida Waters shall land each snook in whole condition. A person may not possess within or without Florida Waters a snook that has been beheaded, sliced, divided, filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned. This provision will not be construed to prohibit evisceration (gutting) of a snook or removal of gills from a snook. This provision will not be construed to prohibit preparation of snook for immediate consumption on board the vessel from which the snook was caught.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-23-85, Formerly 46-21.003, Amended 5-13-02, 7-12-07, 9-3-09, 9-1-13.
68B-21.004 Regional Recreational Bag Limits; Bag Limit for Captain and Crew; Prohibited Commercial Harvest; Region for Landing and Possession.

(1) Regional Recreational Bag Limits –The following limits apply within or without Florida Waters in the specified region.

(a) Atlantic Region – A person may not harvest or land from the Atlantic Region more than one snook per day or possess in the Atlantic Region more than one snook.

(b) Gulf Region – A person may not harvest or land from the Gulf Region more than one snook per day or possess in the Gulf Region more than one snook.

(c) Captain and Crew Harvest Prohibited – On a vessel for hire, a person who is the captain or a crew member may not harvest or possess a snook.

(2) Commercial Harvest Prohibited – Within or without Florida Waters, a person may not harvest, possess, or land a snook for commercial purposes.

(3) A person harvesting snook from the region defined in paragraph (1)(a), may not possess or land the snook in the region defined in paragraph (1)(b).

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-23-85, Amended 7-9-87, 3-1-94, Formerly 46-21.004, Amended 1-1-02, 7-12-07, 9-3-09, 9-1-13.
68B-21.005 Seasons.

During the closed seasons for snook, a person may not harvest or land a snook from the specified region or possess a snook in the specified region, regardless of whether the snook was harvested within or without Florida Waters.
(1) Atlantic Region –
(a) Snook season in the Atlantic Region is closed beginning on June 1 and continuing through August 31 each year.
(b) Snook season in the Atlantic Region is closed beginning on December 15 each year and continuing through January 31 of the following year.
(2) Gulf Region –
(a) Snook season is closed in the Gulf Region beginning on May 1 and continuing through August 31 each year.
(b) Snook season is closed in the Gulf Region beginning on December 1 each year and continuing through the last day of February of the following year.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-23-85, Amended 7-9-87, 3-1-94, 12-31-98, Formerly 46-21.005, Amended 7-1-06, 7-19-06, 7-12-07, 9-3-09, 9-1-13.
68B-21.006 Allowed and Prohibited Gear and Methods of Harvest; Prohibited Simultaneous Possession of Snook and Certain Types of Gear; Incidental Capture of Snook.

(1) Allowed Gear and Method of Harvest – Within or without Florida Waters, a person may harvest or attempt to harvest a snook only by or with the use of hook and line gear.

(2) Prohibited Gear and Method of Harvest – The following restrictions apply within or without Florida Waters.

(a) A person may not harvest or attempt to harvest a snook with gear or methods that are not expressly permitted in subsection (1).

(b) A person may not use a gang hook or a multiple hook to harvest or attempt to harvest a snook.

(c) A person may not harvest or attempt to harvest a snook by spearing the snook or using any device designed or intended to impale or hook the snook by any part of its body other than its mouth. A person may not use a snatch hook to harvest or attempt to harvest a snook. A person may not use the method commonly referred to as snook snatching to harvest or attempt to harvest a snook.

(3) A person may not possess a snook while also in possession of, using, or transporting a net, seine, or other fishing gear that is not expressly permitted in subsection (1). This prohibition does not apply to a person aboard a vessel who is in possession of a cast net if the cast net is stored off of the deck of the vessel.

(4) If a person incidentally catches a snook using a trap, net, or seine, that person will not be in violation of this section if they immediately return the snook to the water alive and unharmed.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-23-85, Amended 3-1-94, 12-31-98, Formerly 46-21.006, Amended 1-1-02, 7-12-07, 9-1-13.
68B-21.007 Purchase and Sale of Snook Prohibited; Prohibited Possession by Seafood Dealers and Restaurants.

(1) A person may not purchase or sell a snook, regardless of whether the snook was harvested within or without Florida Waters.

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (2)(b), a seafood dealer may not possess or store a snook, or allow a person to possess, store, purchase, or sell a snook in, on, or about the premises or vehicles where the business of seafood dealer is carried on, which snook was harvested within or without Florida Waters.

(b) A person may keep a snook on the premises of a restaurant if:

1. It is for the sole purpose of preparing the snook for consumption by the recreational harvester who harvested the snook,
2. The snook was legally harvested by a recreational harvester; and,
3. The snook is clearly labeled with a tag that has the recreational harvester’s name and address clearly written on it.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-23-85, Amended 7-9-87, 3-1-94, 1-1-98, Formerly 46-21.007, Amended 6-29-00, 7-12-07, 9-1-13.
