CHAPTER 68B-47

WEAKFISH
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68B-47.001 Definitions.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-17-95, Amended 1-1-98, Formerly 46-47.001, Amended 7-1-06, 7-27-10, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-47.002 Definitions.

As used in Chapter 68B-47, F.A.C.:

(1) “Weakfish,” also known as gray seatrout or yellow-mouth trout, means a fish harvested from the Weakfish Management Area that is of the species Cynoscion regalis or Cynoscion arenarius (sand seatrout), or a hybrid of the two species. Weakfish includes part of a fish harvested from the Weakfish Management Area that is of the species Cynoscion regalis or Cynoscion arenarius (sand seatrout), or a hybrid of the two species. 

(2) “Weakfish Management Area” is defined as the area encompassing the St. Marys River and the inland waters of Nassau County east of Highway 17, north of State Highway 200A, and north of the Shave Bridge on the Amelia River. In addition, state waters off Amelia Island, from the Florida-Georgia border to the southernmost tip of Amelia Island are included in the area.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-17-95, Formerly 46-47.002, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-47.003 Size Limit; Landed in Whole Condition Requirement.

(1) Size Limit – A person may not harvest from the Weakfish Management Area a weakfish that is less than 12 inches in total length. A person may not possess in or on Florida Waters or land a weakfish that is less than 12 inches in total length. 

(2) Landed in Whole Condition Requirement – A person harvesting weakfish shall land each weakfish in whole condition. A person may not possess in Florida Waters a weakfish that has been beheaded, sliced, divided, filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned. This provision will not be construed to prohibit evisceration (gutting) of a weakfish, or removal of gills from a weakfish.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-17-95, Formerly 46-47.003, Amended 7-27-10, 9-1-13.
68B-47.004 Bag and Vessel Limits; Bycatch Allowance.

(1) Recreational Bag Limit – A recreational harvester may not harvest or land from the Weakfish Management Area more than 1 weakfish per day or possess in the Weakfish Management Area more than 1 weakfish.

(2) Commercial Limits – 

(a) Limits for Directed Harvest – 

1. Bag Limit – A commercial harvester may not harvest or land from the Weakfish Management Area more than 100 pounds of weakfish per day or possess in the Weakfish Management Area more than 100 pounds of weakfish. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of weakfish in excess of the applicable vessel limit.

2. Vessel Limit – The commercial harvesters aboard a vessel may not collectively harvest or land more than 100 pounds of weakfish per day or collectively possess more than 100 pounds of weakfish, regardless of the number of licensed or license-exempt persons onboard. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of weakfish in excess of the applicable bag limit.

(b) Shrimp Fishery Bycatch Allowance.

1. Bag Limit – A commercial harvester who is lawfully targeting shrimp with a trawl may not harvest or land per day from the Weakfish Management Area or possess more than 100 pounds of weakfish as incidental bycatch. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of weakfish in excess of the applicable vessel limit.

2. Vessel Limit – The commercial harvesters aboard a vessel that is lawfully targeting shrimp may not collectively harvest or land per day from the Weakfish Management Area or collectively possess more than 100 pounds of weakfish as incidental bycatch of a commercial shrimp trawl.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 1-1-98, Formerly 46-47.004, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-47.005 Commercial Harvest Limits.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-27-10, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-47.006 Prohibited Gear and Harvest Methods.

A person may not harvest or attempt to harvest a weakfish by spearing. 
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-27-10, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-47.008 Applicability of Weakfish Regulations.

(1) The provisions of Chapter 68B-47, F.A.C., apply to the harvest of fish within the Weakfish Management Area that are of the species Cynoscion regalis and Cynoscion arenarius (sand seatrout), and hybrids of the two species. 

(2) A fish of the species Cynoscion regalis or Cynoscion arenarius (sand seatrout), or a hybrid of the two species that is harvested from Florida Waters outside of the Weakfish Management Area will be considered sand seatrout, not weakfish, and subject to any applicable regulations for sand seatrout.

(3) The presence of a fish of the species Cynoscion regalis or Cynoscion arenarius (sand seatrout), or a hybrid of the two species aboard a vessel that is actively fishing in the Weakfish Management Area constitutes prima facie evidence that the fish was harvested from the Weakfish Management Area and therefore subject to the applicable weakfish regulations established in this chapter.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
