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68B-54.001 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, except where the context requires otherwise:

(1) “Blue Land Crab” means any crab of the species Cardisoma guanhumi, or any part thereof.

(2) “Harvest” means the catching or taking of a blue land crab by any means whatsoever, followed by a reduction of such blue land crab to possession.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-27-03.

68B-54.002 Statewide Open and Closed Seasons for Harvesting Blue Land Crabs.

(1) Blue land crabs shall only be harvested during the open season, which is from November 1 of each year through June 30 of the following year.

(2) No person shall harvest, attempt to harvest, or possess any blue land crab during the period beginning on July 1 and continuing through October 31 of each year.

(3) The prohibition against possession in subsection (2), of this rule shall not apply to blue land crabs that are possessed for experimental, scientific, or exhibitional purposes pursuant to a permit issued by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as authorized by Section 379.244(2), F.S., or as stock for artificial cultivation pursuant to a Special Activity License issued by the commission as authorized by Section 379.2411, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-27-03.

68B-54.003 Allowable Gear for Harvesting Land Crabs.

(1) Blue land crabs shall only be harvested by hand or with the use of a landing or dip net.

(2) No person shall harvest any blue land crab by or with the use of any gear other than those types specified in subsection (1). Any blue land crab harvested by or with the use of any other type of gear shall be immediately released free, alive and unharmed.

(3) No person shall harvest or attempt to harvest blue land crabs using or with the aid of bleach or any other chemical solution.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-27-03.

68B-54.004 Bag Limit. 

(1) No person shall harvest in any one day or possess at any time more than 20 blue land crabs.

(2) The possession limit in subsection (1) shall not apply to any licensed wholesale or retail seafood dealer or restaurant, or to any person who has purchased blue land crabs from a licensed wholesale or retail seafood dealer or restaurant. The burden shall be upon the person claiming the benefit of this exemption to show, by receipts, bills of sale, or other appropriate documentation, that such blue land crabs were purchased from a licensed wholesale or retail seafood dealer or restaurant. Failure to maintain such receipts, bills of sale, or other appropriate documentation shall constitute a violation of this rule. 

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-27-03.

68B-54.005 Other Prohibitions, Exception.

(1) The harvest, possession, purchase, or sale of eggbearing blue land crabs is prohibited. The practice of stripping or otherwise molesting eggbearing blue land crabs in order to remove the eggs is prohibited and the harvest, possession, purchase or sale of blue land crabs from which the eggs, egg pouch, or bunion has been removed is prohibited.

(2) No person shall harvest or attempt to harvest any blue land crab on, upon, or from the right-of-way of any federal, state, or county-maintained road, whether paved or otherwise, or from any state park. The harvest or attempted harvest of any blue land crab while such crab is on or upon the right-of-way of any federal, state, or county-maintained road, whether paved or otherwise, or in a state park, is prohibited.

(3) The prohibitions of this chapter shall not apply to blue land crabs that have been legally harvested in another state or country and have entered the State of Florida in interstate or international commerce. The burden shall be upon any person possessing such blue land crabs for sale or exchange, to establish the chain of possession from the initial transaction after harvest by appropriate receipt(s), bill(s) of sale, or bill(s) of lading, and to show that such blue land crabs originated from a point outside of the State of Florida and entered the state in interstate or international commerce. Failure to maintain such documentation or to promptly produce such documentation at the request of any duly authorized law enforcement officer shall constitute a violation of this chapter.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-27-03.
