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68B-58.001 Designation as Restricted Species.

Swordfish are hereby designated as restricted species pursuant to Section 379.101(32), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History‒New 2-13-14.

68B-58.002 Definitions.

As used in Chapter 68B-58, F.A.C.:

(1) “Swordfish” means any fish of the species Xiphias gladius, or any part thereof.

(2) “Cleithrum to keel length” means the length of a fish measured along the body contour, i.e., a curved measurement, from the point of the cleithrum that provides the shortest possible measurement along the body contour to the anterior portion of the caudal keel. The cleithrum is the semicircular bony structure at the posterior edge of the gill opening.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.

68B-58.003 Size Limits.

(1) Size Limit – A person may not harvest or land from Florida Waters, or possess in or on Florida Waters, a swordfish that is less than 47 inches in lower jaw fork length, or 25 inches in cleithrum to keel length.

(2) A swordfish that is damaged by shark bites may be retained only if the remainder of the carcass is at least 47 inches lower jaw fork length with its head naturally attached or 25 inches cleithrum to keel length if its head has been removed.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13, Amended 2-13-14.
68B-58.004 Bag and Vessel Limits; Exceptions for Commercial Harvest.

(1) Recreational Limits –

(a) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), a recreational harvester may not harvest or land from Florida Waters more than one swordfish per day or possess in or on Florida Waters more than one swordfish (consistent with the Federal Standard established in 50 C.F.R. §635.22(f) as of September 20, 2013).

(b) Private Vessel Limit – The persons aboard a private vessel in or on Florida Waters may not collectively possess more than four swordfish, regardless of the number of licensed or license-exempt persons onboard. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of swordfish in excess of the applicable bag limits.

(c) Vessel for Hire Limit – Possession of more than the daily bag limit of swordfish multiplied by the number of customers fishing, or 15 swordfish, whichever is less, aboard any vessel for hire is prohibited. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of swordfish in excess of the applicable bag limits.

(2) Captain and Crew Harvest Prohibited – On a vessel for hire, a person who is the captain or a crew member may not harvest or possess a swordfish.

(3) Commercial Limits – 
(a) The bag and vessel limits established in subsection (1), do not apply to a person who is harvesting pursuant to a saltwater products license, restricted species endorsement, and either a federal Limited Access Permit (LAP) for swordfish, valid federal Swordfish General Commercial permit, or valid federal HMS Charter/Headboat permit (when not carrying passengers as a vessel for hire) issued pursuant to 50 C.F.R. 635.4(f) (as of September 20, 2013).

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13, Amended 2-13-14.
68B-58.005 Commercial Seasons.

(1) If at any time adjacent federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters are closed to commercial harvest of swordfish, corresponding state waters shall also be closed to commercial harvest of swordfish, beginning from the date of such closure until federal waters are reopened to the commercial harvest.

(2) During the period of any state waters closure pursuant to subsection (1), the harvest, possession, or landing for commercial purposes, and the purchase, sale or exchange, of swordfish, is prohibited. These prohibitions shall not apply to trade of swordfish that were harvested, offloaded, and purchased, sold, or exchanged prior to the closure.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-13-14.

68B-58.006 Allowed and Prohibited Gear and Method of Harvest.

(1) The harvest or attempted harvest of any swordfish in or from state waters is prohibited except by use of hook and line gear.

(2) The landing requirements contained in this section shall not apply to lawful commercial harvest in federal waters when such harvest is transported directly through state waters with gear appropriately stowed. Transit shall be direct, continuous and expeditious from the place where lawful harvest occurred to the place where the vessel is regularly docked, moored, or otherwise stored or to the place of the licensed wholesale dealer where the catch is to be sold. For the purpose of this section appropriately stowed means a longline may be left on the drum if all gangions and hooks are disconnected and stowed below deck. Hooks cannot be baited. All buoys must be disconnected from the gear; however buoys may remain on deck. A rod and reel must be stowed securely. Terminal gear (i.e., hooks, leaders, sinkers, flashers, or baits) must be disconnected and stowed separately from the fishing apparatus. Sinkers must be disconnected from the down rigger and stowed separately.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 2-13-14.

68B-58.007 Requirements for Sale.

(1) A person who harvests a swordfish within or without Florida Waters may not sell a swordfish unless the harvester possesses a valid saltwater products license, a valid restricted species endorsement, and either a valid federal Limited Access Permit (LAP) for swordfish, valid federal Swordfish General Commercial permit, or federal HMS Charter/Headboat permit (swordfish may not be harvested on a vessel-for-hire trip) issued pursuant to 50 C.F.R. 635.4(f) (as of September 20, 2013), and presents the saltwater products license, restricted species endorsement, and one of these federal permits to the buyer of the swordfish.
(2) No wholesale dealer, as defined in Section 379.362(1), F.S., shall purchase swordfish, or any part thereof, unless such dealer is in possession of a valid federal Atlantic swordfish dealer permit. No wholesale dealer shall purchase swordfish, or any part thereof without confirming that the seller possesses a valid Florida saltwater products license, valid restricted species endorsement, and the federal licenses and permits specified in subsection (1). This subsection applies only when a swordfish, or any part thereof is sold, exchanged, bartered, distributed, or landed for the first time.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13, Amended 2-13-14.
68B-58.011 Reporting Requirement for Non-tournament Landings.

A person who harvests a swordfish from Florida Waters pursuant to subsection 68B-58.004(1), F.A.C. shall report the landing of the swordfish as required by 50 C.F.R. §635.5(c)(2) (as of September 20, 2013) unless the person harvested the swordfish as a participant in a fishing competition in which participants must register or an award is offered for catching or landing a swordfish.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13, Amended 2-13-14.
