
	[image: image1.jpg]MYFLFAMILIES.COM




	Notice Of Work Penalty


_______________________________________________________

_____________

Participant’s Name

Date

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Participant’s Mailing Address:


________________________
Office Address:

Participant’s Case #:

_________________________________________________ did not comply with an assigned work activity without good cause.  Therefore, the following penalties apply:
	1.
Your temporary cash assistance penalty begins on _____________.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

First Penalty:
Your temporary cash assistance will be terminated for a minimum of ten days or until the person named above complies with an assigned activity, whichever is later.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Second Penalty:
Your temporary cash assistance will be terminated for one month or until the person named above complies with an assigned activity, whichever is later.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Third Penalty:
Your temporary cash assistance will be terminated for a minimum of three months or until the person named above complies with an assigned activity, whichever is later.  You may reapply after the three-month penalty period, if the person named above complies with an assigned activity.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Continued Benefits for Children Under 16 Years of Age:  During your second or third penalty, you may reapply to receive cash assistance for children under 16.  Someone else must be selected and agree to receive and use the cash benefits for your children.  This individual is called a protective payee.  NOTE:  Months of cash assistance receipt for children under age 16 will count towards your 48 month lifetime limit.
Support services are available to help you, or the person named above, complete the assigned work activity.


	2.
Your food stamp penalty is checked below.  It begins on _____________.


The head of your food stamp assistance group did not comply with an assigned activity:



 FORMCHECKBOX 

First Penalty:
Your food stamp case will be closed and your assistance group cannot receive food 
stamps for one month.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Second Penalty:
Your assistance group cannot receive food stamps for three months.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Third Penalty and Additional Penalties:
Your assistance group cannot receive food 
stamps for six months.
When the penalty ends, you may reapply for food stamps.  The person who did not complete an assigned activity may not receive food stamps until they comply with an assigned activity, unless they become exempt from work requirements.  We must count the amount of temporary cash assistance you were receiving before the penalty began, as income in your food stamp budget.


___________________________________ in your food stamp assistance group did not comply with an assigned activity.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

First Penalty:
That person cannot receive food stamps for one month or until they comply with an assigned activity, whichever is later.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Second Penalty:
That person cannot receive food stamps for three months or until they comply with an assigned activity, whichever is later.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Third Penalty:
That person cannot receive food stamps for six months or until they comply with an assigned activity, whichever is later.

We must count the amount of cash assistance you were receiving before the person was removed as income in your food stamp budget.

Please see page 2 of this notice for more information.


_________________________________________________
___________________________
_____________

ESS Name (please print)
Telephone Number
Date
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HEARING RIGHTS

If you think that this action is not correct, your Automated Community Connection Economic Self-Sufficiency Specialist (ACCESS) will be glad to discuss it with you.  You also have a right to request a hearing before a State Hearings Officer.  If you want a hearing, you must ask for a hearing within 90 days of the date on the front of this notice.  If you ask for a hearing within 10 days of the mailing of the date of this notice, you may continue to receive benefits at the prior level.  Your continued benefits will not extend past the end of your certification period.  If the decision of the hearing officer is not in your favor, you will be required to repay the continued benefits for which you were not eligible.

You can bring with you or be represented at the hearing by any one you choose, such as lawyer, relative, or friend. You can ask for a hearing by writing, calling or coming into the office. If you need information about how to get free legal advice, call toll-free 1-866-762-2237 for a listing of legal organizations in your area.

No person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to unlawful discrimination under any program or activity receiving or benefiting from federal financial assistance and administered by the Department.

PROTECTIVE PAYEE

If you have children under 16 years old, temporary cash assistance may be received for them if you are in a second or third work penalty period.  Your benefits must go to a “Protective Payee”.  You must help the department choose the person to receive your benefits.  Your protective payee must be at least 18 years old.  You may choose a relative, friend, neighbor or other person.  Your protective payee must agree in writing to use your temporary cash assistance for your children's benefit.

Some persons cannot be a protective payee, such as:  a person in your assistance group, a person in a penalty period because they did not meet a public assistance requirement, an ACCESS worker who determines (your) eligibility, or a person to whom you owe money, such as a landlord or grocer.

If you cannot think of anyone, contact our toll free Statewide Customer Service line at                         1-866-762-2237 for help in selecting an appropriate person.

FORGIVENESS FOR WORK PENALTIES

After compliance and serving your penalty period for temporary cash assistance, if you are eligible, you may receive cash assistance again.  If you fully comply with program requirements for six months, the next time you do not meet the requirements, it will count as the first time.  This does not apply to food stamps.
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