DIAMOND-BACKED TERRAPIN PERMIT APPLICATION GUIDANCE

For permits issued under Rule 68A-25.002, F.A.C.

WildlifePermits@MyFWC.com


[bookmark: _Hlk503274275]The following is a complete representation of the information provided and materials required in permit applications for take or possession of diamond-backed terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin). This information may be accessed on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s protected species permitting webpage.  The hyperlink to the webpage is: https://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protected-wildlife-permits/ 


PERMITS FOR PERSONAL POSSESSION
Diamond-backed terrapins legally possessed for personal use (maintained in captivity for personal use or enjoyment) prior to March 1, 2022 may continue in the possession of the owner for the life of the animal(s); a valid permit to possess these animals must be maintained. Applicants for permits to possess diamond-backed terrapins for personal use in accordance with this section shall submit a complete Diamond-backed Terrapin Personal Possession permit application available at https://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protected-wildlife-permits/.  

Application Requirements
Applicants are required to provide the following information:
Full Name
Primary Phone Number
Secondary Phone Number
Email Address
Physical Address, City, State, County, Zip Code
Mailing Address, City, State, County, Zip Code
Number of diamond-backed terrapins in possession [Select 1 or 2]
Description of caging demonstrating caging requirements are met (see conditions)

Applicants are required to provide the following photographs of each individual animal:
Photograph clearly showing shell patterning, taken from top view
Photograph clearly showing shell patterning, taken from side view
Photograph clearly showing head patterning, taken from top view
Photograph clearly showing head patterning, taken from side view

Applicants are asked to respond to the following statements and questions:
I authorize the FWC to send me requests for additional information and final agency permitting actions by either email or express delivery. Future agency actions will be provided henceforth by email or express delivery. [Check box]
Have you ever been convicted or found guilty, of any criminal or non-criminal violation, regardless of adjudication, or plea entered, of any wildlife violation (including a violation of Chapter 379, F.S.; Section 828.12, F.S.; Rules of the commission; Similar laws or rules in another jurisdiction)? [Select Yes or No]
If yes, please explain and list the type of violation(s) cited and the county/state where it occurred. 
Have you ever had a fish or wildlife-related permit suspended or revoked? [Select Yes or No]
If yes, please explain. 
	
Applicants are required to sign and date the application certifying the following:
I hereby swear and affirm by signature that the information submitted in this application and supporting documents is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject me to criminal penalties. Finally, I understand and agree to comply with the State laws and rules governing nonnative species and agree to comply with same. I also agree to comply with the data reporting requirements for this permit.

Minimum Conditions
Permittees shall adhere to the following:
Permittees shall contact the FWC at WildlifePermits@MyFWC.com to amend the permit if any information on the permit changes.  Examples include, but are not limited to, change of address, death of a permitted animal, or the need rehome a permitted animal. 
Diamond-backed terrapins shall not be bred. Male and female terrapins shall be caged separately, unless sterilized.
Each enclosure shall be provided with an environment or devices that allow for temperature regulation necessary to ensure the well-being of the diamond-backed terrapin. The environment or devices shall be non-injurious, and may include, but are not limited to, ambient temperature, hot rocks, artificial lights, natural sunlight and heat strips. Each enclosure shall be provided with a non-injurious substrate, including but not limited to, gravel, rocks, sand, or indoor-outdoor carpet.  Each enclosure shall have a pool of water. The pool area shall equal no less than two times the shell width by two times the shell length. The pool shall allow submersion of the terrapin. 
Enclosure and pool sizes shall be based upon the size of the largest specimen in the enclosure, if multiple terrapins are housed together (see separate caging requirement above). For one or two terrapins, an enclosure shall equal an area at least five times the shell length by two times the shell width of the largest individual. The pool area shall equal no less than two times the shell width, by two times the shell length of the largest individual. A dry resting area equal to the size of the shell of the largest turtle shall be provided. For each additional specimen, increase original floor area and pool area by ten percent.
This permit does not allow for the collection of diamond-backed terrapins. 
This permit is non-transferrable and must be accessible within the premises of where the animals are being housed.  
The permittee by signature above confirms that representatives of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (Commission) have his/her permission as the permittee, and that of the landowner(s) to enter on and inspect the property(ies) described in the application (herein incorporated by reference) and any documents associated with this permit for all reasonable purposes pertaining to applicable Commission rules. 
Upon request of any representative of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (Commission), the permittee must submit updated photos of any diamond-backed terrapin(s) in personal possession.  
This permit can be suspended, revoked or not renewed for just cause, pursuant to Rule 68-1.010, Florida Administrative Code, and Chapter 120, Florida Statutes.



PERMITS FOR EXHIBITION AND EDUCATION
Permits may be issued for exhibition and education for the purpose of providing a benefit to the public. Permits may be issued to accredited or non-accredited Public Aquaria, Public Zoological Parks and Public Exhibitors providing Educational Exhibits that include diamond-backed terrapin(s). Permits may be issued to these entities to keep and display non-releasable specimens obtained from an FWC-licensed rehabilitation facility, or specimens acquired through other legal means.  Applicants for permits to possess diamond-backed terrapins for exhibition and education in accordance with this section shall submit a complete Diamond-backed Terrapin Exhibition and Education permit application available at https://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protected-wildlife-permits/.  

Definitions
Educational Exhibit – an organized presentation or display of diamond-backed terrapin(s) accompanying a selection of educational materials to include interpretive signs, presentations, brochures, handouts, or other materials which impart knowledge about the species. Such materials shall include information about the species’ range, habitat, biology, threats, and conservation efforts. 
Public Aquarium – permanent, fixed aquaria in which diamond-backed terrapins are housed in such a manner that the general public can view them during regularly scheduled business hours, with or without a fee. 
Public Exhibitor – a facility in which diamond-backed terrapins can be viewed by the general public during regularly scheduled business hours, either through scheduled tours or general admission, with or without a fee. 
Public zoological park – a permanent, fixed zoological park in which diamond-backed terrapins are housed in such a manner that the general public can view them during regularly scheduled business hours, with or without a fee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk53743660]Application Requirements
Applicants are required to provide the following information:
Full Name of Primary Contact
Institution or Program Name, if applicable
Type of Institution or Program [Select Public Aquaria, Public Exhibitor, or Public Zoological Park]
Primary Phone Number
Secondary Phone Number
Email Address of Primary Contact
Physical Address of Primary Contact, City, State, County, Zip Code
Institution or Program Physical Address, if applicable
Mailing Address of Primary Contact, City, State, County, Zip Code
Institution or Program Mailing Address, if applicable
Number of diamond-backed terrapins in possession 
Description of caging demonstrating caging requirements are met, unless otherwise noted (see conditions)
A proposal clearly stating the objectives and scope of exhibition and education. Proposals shall include the type of program, hours of operation, if the program is accessible to the public during operating hours, any costs or fees to the public associated with the program, a brief history of the program, and lesson plans or educational benefits of the program (see conditions).
A description of the Educational Exhibit that includes diamond-backed terrapin(s).

Applicants are required to provide the following photographs of each individual animal:
Photograph clearly showing shell patterning, taken from top view
Photograph clearly showing shell patterning, taken from side view
Photograph clearly showing head patterning, taken from top view
Photograph clearly showing head patterning, taken from side view

Applicants are asked to respond to the following statements and questions:
I authorize the FWC to send me requests for additional information and final agency permitting actions by either email or express delivery. Future agency actions will be provided henceforth by email or express delivery. [Check box]
Have you ever been convicted or found guilty, of any criminal or non-criminal violation, regardless of adjudication, or plea entered, of any wildlife violation (including a violation of Chapter 379, F.S.; Section 828.12, F.S.; Rules of the commission; Similar laws or rules in another jurisdiction)? [Select Yes or No]
If yes, please explain and list the type of violation(s) cited and the county/state where it occurred. 
Have you ever had a fish or wildlife-related permit suspended or revoked? [Select Yes or No]
If yes, please explain. 

Applicants are required to sign and date the application certifying the following:
I hereby swear and affirm by signature that the information submitted in this application and supporting documents is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject me to criminal penalties. Finally, I understand and agree to comply with the State laws and rules governing nonnative species and agree to comply with same. I also agree to comply with the data reporting requirements for this permit.

Minimum Conditions
Permittees shall adhere to the following:
Permittees shall contact the FWC at WildlifePermits@MyFWC.com to amend the permit if any information on the permit changes.  Examples include, but are not limited to, change of address, death of a permitted animal, a request for additional animals, or the need rehome a permitted animal. 
Diamond-backed terrapins shall not be bred, unless specifically authorized. Male and female terrapins shall be caged separately, unless sterilized, or in accordance with additional conditions of the permit.
At minimum, diamond-backed terrapins permitted for exhibition and education must be used for a minimum of 12 educational engagements (equating to 48 hours of contact time) annually.  
Diamond-backed terrapins on permanent display must be readily available for viewing during regular hours of operation.
Each enclosure shall be provided with an environment or devices that allow for temperature regulation necessary to ensure the well-being of the diamond-backed terrapin. The environment or devices shall be non-injurious, and may include, but are not limited to, ambient temperature, hot rocks, artificial lights, natural sunlight and heat strips. Each enclosure shall be provided with a non-injurious substrate, including but not limited to, gravel, rocks, sand, or indoor-outdoor carpet.  Each enclosure shall have a pool of water. The pool area shall equal no less than two times the shell width by two times the shell length. The pool shall allow submersion of the terrapin. 
Enclosure and pool sizes shall be based upon the size of the largest specimen in the enclosure, if multiple terrapins are housed together (see separate caging requirement above). For one or two terrapins, an enclosure shal equal an area at least five times the shell length by two times the shell width of the largest individual. The pool area shall equal no less than two times the shell width, by two times the shell length of the largest individual. A dry resting area equal to the size of the shell of the largest turtle shall be provided. For each additional specimen, increase original floor area and pool area by ten percent.
This permit does not allow for the collection of diamond-backed terrapins.
This permit is nontransferable and must be prominently posted within the exhibitioner’s premises or carried on authorized individual’s person for inspection by all authorized officials (including but not restricted to state, federal, local building and zoning, law enforcement) at all times while engaging in the permitted activities.
The permittee by signature above confirms that representatives of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (Commission) have his/her permission as the permittee, and that of the landowner(s) to enter on and inspect the property(ies) described in the application (herein incorporated by reference) and any documents associated with this permit for all reasonable purposes pertaining to applicable Commission rules. 
A detailed report of all activities engaged in pursuant to this permit may be requested by FWC at any time within the duration of the permit. Said reports should be emailed to WildlifePermits@MyFWC.com. 
Requests for permit renewal should be submitted at least 45 days prior to the time the permit expires.
This permit can be suspended, revoked or not renewed for just cause, pursuant to Rule 68-1.010, Florida Administrative Code, and Chapter 120, Florida Statutes.










PERMITS FOR SCIENTIFIC USE
Permits may be issued for the purpose of scientific use when issuance furthers scientific or conservation purposes which will benefit the survival potential of the species. Permits may be issued for Research designed to produce data needed for conservation and management of the species. Applicants for scientific use permits for diamond-backed terrapins in accordance with this section shall submit a complete Scientific Collecting permit application form available at https://myfwc.com/license/wildlife/protected-wildlife-permits/.  

Definitions
Research – any activity that uses diamond-backed terrapins to conduct one or more of the following: 
Research activity that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective procedures of observation, measurement, and experiment to obtain reliable and pertinent data using an experimental design, controls, and data analysis to test a stated hypothesis. 
Monitoring activity that involves making technical and scientific observations as a means of gathering data according to a predetermined study plan. 
Restoration or management activity that facilitates improved conditions for diamond-backed terrapins and includes subsequent monitoring to measure the success of the effort.
Application Requirements
Applicants are required to provide the following information:
DRAFT
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Personal information
Title
· First Name
· Middle Initial
· Last Name
· Business Name
· Suffix
· Affiliation
Country of Residence
· Country
Mailing Address
· Address 1
· Address 2
· Country
· State/Province
· City
· ZIP/Postal Code
Contact Information
· Contact First Name
· Contact Last Name
· Primary Contact Phone
· Secondary Contact Phone
· Fax Number
· E-Communication Confirmed



Project Information
· Project Name
· Description
· Address 1
· Address 2
· County
· City
· Driving Directions
Project Activities
· Activity
· Additional Information
Project Counties
· Select counties
Project Location
· Select location
Parcel Identification Number
· Select parcel identification number
Research Scope and Objectives
· Enter research scope and objectives
Information about related permits 
(previously issued or federal)
· Enter any applicable permit information



Do you have a federal permit for the proposed work (if applicable)?
· Enter yes or no
Targeted Species
· Enter species
Methodology
· Enter methodology
Disposition
· Enter final disposition of animals
Comments
· Enter any additional comments


Applicants are asked to provide pertinent attachments:
· Upload any pertinent attachments to the permit application. This may include copies of previous state permits, copies of valid federal permits, final FWC permit reports, research proposals, proof of how specimen(s) will be obtained, or other documentation including maps, university IACUC documents, or detailed project methodologies.  
Applicants are asked to respond to the following statements and questions:
Have you ever been convicted or found guilty, of any criminal or non-criminal violation, regardless of adjudication, or plea entered, of any wildlife violation (including a violation of Chapter 379, F.S.; Section 828.12, F.S.; Rules of the commission; Similar laws or rules in another jurisdiction)?
If yes, please explain, and list the type of violation(s) cited and the county/state where the violation occurred.
Have you ever had a fish or wildlife-related permit suspended or revoked?
Explain, if yes.
Applicants are required to sign and date the application certifying the following:
I hereby swear and affirm by signature that the information submitted in this application and supporting documents is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject me to criminal penalties. I further state that I will abide by all applicable state, federal, and local laws.

Minimum Conditions
Permittees shall adhere to the following:
Permittees shall contact the FWC at WildlifePermits@MyFWC.com to amend the permit if any information on the permit changes.  
The activities authorized under this permit may be carried out by the permittee or authorized agent (if applicable) and any employee or contractor under their control as subpermittees/ assistants. Accordingly, all such activities are the responsibility of the permittee or authorized agent. The permittee and authorized agent shall be as fully responsible for any such activities to the same extent as if they had themselves carried out those activities under this permit. The permittee or authorized agent must obtain a registered agent permit in the protected species online permit system. Then use the Manage Assistants tool on the Home Menu to submit the name and contact information of designated subpermittees/assistants, prior to that subpermittee/assistant conducting any activities authorized under this permit. The FWC reserves the right to deny a permittee’s designation of an individual as its subpermittee/assistant. Contact WildlifePermits@myFWC.com for additional information.
This permit does not authorize access to any public or private properties. The permittee (and his/her designee) must secure permission from the appropriate landowner or land manager prior to conducting any activity authorized under this permit.
This permit is nontransferable and must be prominently posted on the Project site or carried on authorized individual’s person for inspection by all authorized officials (including but not restricted to state, federal, local building and zoning, law enforcement) at all times while engaging in the permitted activities.
The permittee by signature above confirms that representatives of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (Commission) have his/her permission as the permittee, and that of the landowner(s) to enter on and inspect the property(ies) described in the application (herein incorporated by reference) and any documents associated with this permit for all reasonable purposes pertaining to applicable Commission rules. A signed copy of this permit must be returned to this office at WildlifePermits@myFWC.com before conducting any authorized activities.
A detailed report of all activities engaged in pursuant to this permit must be submitted within 45 days after
 permit expiration or upon application for permit renewal, whichever is precedent. Said reports should be uploaded to the permit account (using the new Upload File function) in the protected species online permit system. Requests for permit renewal should be submitted at least 45 days prior to the time it is needed in the online permit system. All permit renewal (or amendment) requests must contain a copy of the above referenced report. Copies of any other reports or publications, which result from the work, must also be provided upon their availability.
This permit can be suspended, revoked or not renewed for just cause, pursuant to Rule 68-1.010, Florida Administrative Code and Chapter 120, Florida Statutes.


